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“ But God forbid 
that I should 
boast except 
in the cross 
of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
by whom the 
world has been 
crucified to me, 
and I to the 
world.” 
Galatians 6:14
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Welcome to this edition of Think! Our theme is “The Gospel of the 
Cross.” There are many important themes in the New Testament: the 
incarnation, virgin birth, miracles, teachings and others. But the basis 
for the new covenant is the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.

We Glory In The Cross
Paul wrote, “But God forbid that I should glory except in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world was crucified to me and 
I to the world” (Galatians 6:14). It is the in the cross of Christ that we 
see so many important truths. Those include the love of God, His plan 
for our redemption and salvation and many other great teachings.

But at the same time the gospel of the cross obviously cannot be 
separated from the burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus to the 
right hand of God. (Hebrews 1:1-4; 4:14; 8:1; 9:24; 10:12; 12:2; 
Psalm 110:1). However, as stated above, our focus in this issue is 
on the gospel of the cross of Christ. What does the gospel of the 
cross teach us?

God’s Love
The cross tells us how much God loves us (John 3:16-17). It also 

demonstrates the righteousness of God (Romans 3:25-26; 5:8-11). 
On the cross the Lamb of God was sacrificed for our sins (John 
1:29). On the cross Jesus shed His blood for the remission of our 
sins (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14; I Peter 2:24).

By His death on the cross Jesus inaugurated the new covenant 
(Matthew 26:28). At the cross Jesus fulfilled the Law of Moses and 
took it out of the way by nailing it to the cross (Matthew 5:17; Colos-
sians 2:14).

We have been reconciled to God through the cross (2 Corinthians 
5:18-21). We have been “made near by the blood of Christ”, which He 
shed on the cross (Ephesians 2:13). Jesus has made peace between 
God and man and between Jews and Gentiles by the cross of Christ 
(Ephesians 2:13-16). In a very real sense the cross was and is the 
focal point of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.

Redeemed By The Cross
Simon Peter wrote that we “were not redeemed with corrupt-

ible things like silver or gold.” How then? “With the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 
1:18-19).

Jesus Endured The Cross
Jesus “became obedient to the point of death, even the death 

of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). He “made peace through the blood 
of His cross” (Colossians 1:20). He “endured the cross, despising  
the shame, and has sat down at the right of the throne of God” 
(Hebrews 12:2).

Gospel Of The Cross
Paul wrote that Christ sent him to preach the gospel (1 Corinthians 

1:17). The gospel is “the message of the cross” (1 Corinthians 1:18).  
Why must it be preached?

Because “to us who are being saved it is the power of God”  
(1 Corinthians 1:18). Paul preached “Christ crucified … Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24).

“Christ and Him crucified” is the heart of the gospel message  
(1 Corinthians 2:2). It was in the New Testament; it must be now! 
We pray this issue of Think causes readers to focus their attention 
on the Gospel and the cross. As always, we hope you will Think on 
these things. s
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Does your congregation have family Bible devotionals? If not, let me encourage you 
to start. My personal recommendation would be that you just study Scripture—work 
your way through a book. Also, I would encourage you to hold these in people’s homes, 
so that true fellowship and learning can take place. Consider for a moment just some 
of the benefits that will result.

• Families will be together learning God’s Word.
• All ages are interacting together as a church family.
• Children will see their parents studying the Bible.
• Young children can practice reading skills reading various passages.
• Parents will get to see/hear what questions their children may have about the Bible.
•  True Christian fellowship takes place as Christian families come together in some-

one’s home.
• You learn more about one another and can better take care of the church family.
• You grow spiritually and are able to deal with trials. BH s

www.focuspressblog.com

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are  
taken from the New King James Version.®  
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Bob M. 
Just a quick note to thank you for your inspiring talk at Central yesterday.
I had not forgotten your request a couple of weeks ago, for donations, but just now was 

able to work it into my budget. I hope this small amount will help.
God Bless you for all you do for our Lord and His church.

Albert & Patricia K.
Thank you again for the unique and beautiful Think magazine. The articles are written with 

love and conviction. It would be so wonderful if every household subscribed to this magazine. 

G. Mc 
Thank you for another year of opportunities to learn new ideas and assist kids and parents.  

Enjoy the articles and share them with others.

Dave H.
Just got through teaching our senior high students on Wednesday nights using the 

Convicted book. The kids ate it up and were very thankful for hearing the truth on a lot of 
subjects that affect them on a daily basis. I am convinced that this type of class should be 
mandatory teaching in our Bible schools throughout the brotherhood. If they don’t hear it 
from us, you can bet they will hear it from the world.

You guys keep up the good work. It does make a difference.

Visit www.focuspress.org



One of the most profound truths I have ever entertained/contem-
plated is, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells 
me so.” I was recently blessed to become a grandfather! As I held 
Maximus, my grandson, in my arms for the first time and looked into 
his precious face, I remembered the Vacation Bible School song from 
long, long ago: “Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the 
world; red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in His sight, 
Jesus loves the little children of the world.” As I sang psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs in thanksgiving and praise to God, his eyes opened 
wide with wonder and amazement and he snuggled even closer to my 
chest as I introduced him to Jehovah God in song. Those moments 
will always be near and dear to me!

The blessed connection that I have with Maximus caused me to 
reflect upon the love and sensitivity that Jesus expressed to children 
in the Gospel narratives. Let’s review what our Lord said and did as 
cataloged in the following passages:

Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His 
hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. But 
Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder 
them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” After laying His hands on them, 
He departed from there (Matthew 19:13-15, NASB, emp. added).

They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He 
began to question them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 
But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one 
another which of them was the greatest. Sitting down, He called 
the twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he shall 
be last of all and servant of all.” Taking a child, He set him 
before them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, 
“Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives 
Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but 
Him who sent Me” (Mark 9:33-37, NASB, emp. added).

 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch 
them; but the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw 
this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the 
children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. “Truly I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will 
not enter it at all.” And He took them in His arms and began 
blessing them, laying His hands on them (Mark 10:13-16, 
NASB, emp. added).

And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would 
touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking 
them. But Jesus called for them, saying, “Permit the 
children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not 
enter it at all” (Luke 18:15-17, NASB, emp. added).

I’ve often wondered whatever became of those children that Jesus 
took into His arms and blessed. Wow! I can’t help but believe that 
their parents and grandparents told them on every possible occasion 
that Jesus had taken them into His very arms and blessed them! Do 
you think it made a difference in how they lived? What about how they 
viewed their purpose for living? Do you think that any of them ulti-
mately followed Jesus? The Scriptures are silent about these things, 
but it doesn’t stop me from wondering …

When I hold Maximus, I continue to marvel at how much love 
God can put in such small packages! As I held him and sung to 
him and hugged him ever so gently, I was reminded of God’s very 
nature—which is love. It is sacrificial, eternal, and selfless. I can’t 
think of a time when we are closer to the heart of God than when we 
are embracing a child, can you? In Jeremiah 31, the prophet speaks 
of Israel’s mourning being turned into joy. And in the midst of all of 
the challenges and struggles that would beset them, Jehovah said 
in Jeremiah 31:3, The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying,  
“I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have 
drawn you with lovingkindness.”  

We certainly must aspire to inculcate spiritual attributes in our 
lives and ministries that will draw us as close to God as possible. 
Paul helps me tremendously by discussing the eternal power of love 
in 1 Corinthians 13. I am particularly struck by the truth of 1 Corin-
thians 13:13, “But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the 
greatest of these is love” (emp. added).

Yes, I look forward to telling Maximus about the love that God had 
for him from the very beginning. And I look forward to reading to him 
about Jesus and telling him how much He loves him. And I plan to sing 
to him, as long as God gives me voice and opportunity, of God’s deep 
love that caused Him to send Jesus to this earth to die on the cross 
for his sins. And I will keep praying, reading, singing, loving, caring, 
and sharing until the day that he obeys the Gospel of Christ.  And 
one day, whether I witness it or not, Maximus will be blessed to pass 
on to his loved ones that “Jesus Loves the Little Children.” s

Bon appétit!
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Billy R. Davis, Ph.D. USAF Ret.
Soul Food

JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN!
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My grandmother loved the Old Testament. She believed a fuller 
understanding of the old covenant would enhance one’s understand-
ing of the new covenant. She taught us about the scarlet thread of 
the Bible. She wasn’t talking about an actual thread in the Bible. 
(Genesis 1:26, John 1:1-3). But about connecting the two testaments, 
which revealed the overarching theme of the Bible: God’s scheme of 
redemption.

Granny helped us imagine a scarlet thread beginning in Genesis, 
weaving itself through the pages of the Bible all the way to the book 
of Revelation. We learned quickly that the scarlet thread was the 
blood of Christ. 

Jesus was active in the creation as the hands-on maker of heaven 
and earth, “He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made” 
(John 1:1-3). We saw the scarlet thread in Genesis when God told the 
serpent that the woman’s child would crush the head of Satan (3:15).  
Jesus was the only person who was uniquely the son of woman (Matt. 
1:23). Satan gave Jesus a painful heel bruise when He was crucified, 
but in Jesus’s resurrection, He dealt a mortal blow to the Devil. 

The scarlet thread continued when God promised Abram that He 
would bless all the nations of the earth through him (12:3). Jesus, 
one of his descendants, brought together men and women of every 
nation through His sacrifice and church (Acts 10).  

Jesus visited Abraham and Sarah, telling them they would have 
Isaac, the son of promise (Genesis 18:10). Later, when Isaac was a 
young man, God told Abraham to offer his only one-of-a-kind son on 
Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22). God spared Isaac that day, but later offered 
His own Son in the same place. Jerusalem was built on or near Mt. 
Moriah. Abraham’s willingness to offer his son was a beautiful shadow 
of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (Hebrews 11:17-19).

 We saw the scarlet thread in Exodus when God commanded the 
Israelites to sacrifice an unblemished lamb and sprinkle its blood on 
their doorposts (12:21-22). They obeyed Him, and God saved their 
firstborn from the death that ravaged the Egyptians. Jesus, the Lamb 

of God, was the unblemished atoning sacrifice for man’s sin (John 
1:29). When we obey Him, it is Jesus’s blood that saves us from 
spiritual death. 

We discovered the scarlet thread in Moses who said, “The LORD 
your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from 
your brethren. Him you shall hear” (Deuteronomy 18:15). 

Granny went on to help us see the scarlet thread flowing through 
the rest of the books of law, history, and poetry, most vividly in Psalm 
22, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (verse 1). Jesus 
was prophetically woven throughout the writings of the prophets, 
especially Isaiah 53, “He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” (verse 6). 

With each new book, we understood more about the blood of 
Christ and the overarching theme of redemption in God’s word. 

In the gospel accounts, Jesus took the form of man, “God with 
us.” He taught, healed, rebuked, and finally gave the ultimate, sinless 
sacrifice. He confirmed His resurrection by sending the Holy Spirit to 
guide the apostles (John 16:7, Acts 2). He revealed Himself to the 
preacher Stephen when he was being stoned to death, and again in 
a blinding light that shone on Saul (Acts 8:56, 9:1-5). We saw Jesus 
in the letters to various churches, like a groom anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of His bride, the church (Ephesians 5:25-27). And finally, in 
the last book we saw Jesus, the Lamb of God, assuring the faithful of 
their great victory and home in heaven (Revelation 22:1-5). 

Granny helped us realize the importance of the Old Testament in 
relation to the New. When she finished teaching, we could see Jesus 
woven in the Bible from cover to cover, like a scarlet thread. Granny’s 
words drew vivid pictures in our minds that remain until today!

Today’s Verse: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty” (Revelation 1:8). s
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No list of the great chapters of the Bible would be complete with-
out including Hebrews 11. Known as the “Faith Hall of Fame” or the 
“Hall of Faith,” this chapter lists some of the great names of the Old 
Testament as examples of what the life of faith should look like. 

To truly understand this chapter, we (as always) have to look at 
the context. Hebrews was written to a group of Christians who were 
sliding back into Judaism. The book serves to reignite their commit-
ment to Christianity by showing how Christ is better than everything 
Judaism has to offer - a better prophet, a better rest, a better sacrifice, 
and a better priest. After making his case through the first nine chap-
ters, the Hebrew writer seems to make a turn in 10:19. Beginning 
with the transitional “Therefore,” he urges the reader to take all of 
the knowledge provided before into account and begin living faithfully 
to Christ. Immediately before going into the discussion of the great 
people of faith, the author says that the readers need endurance 
and must make sure to live by faith and not shrink back (10:35-39). 
Bookending those references is the beginning of chapter 12, where 
he says to run the race with endurance by fixing our eyes on Jesus. 
The key verse in those bookends is 10:38—“But my righteous one 
shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in 
him.” That verse reemphasizes the book’s theme of not going back-
wards and sets the tone for chapter 11’s discussion of the lives of the 
righteous. So what does this great chapter do for us?

We’re told what faith is. The righteous shall live by faith—but 
what is faith? 11:1 gives us the perfect definition. It is “the assur-
ance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Faith is 
knowing for a fact that a promise will be kept, even if you’ve never 
seen the reward. 

We’re shown what faith looks like. That’s where the great 
men and women of the Old Testament come in. They were so sure of 
God’s promises that no command from God was too much. Abraham 
left his home and family. Noah built an ark. Moses gave up the ease 
and pleasures of a life of royalty in Egypt to go face to face with the 
pharaoh and led God’s people out of slavery and through their years 
of wandering. These examples (along with every other person listed 
in this chapter) are given to show us that faith leads to action.

So, when we couple the end of chapter 10 with the first few 
verses of chapter 11, we have the reminder that faith is the way of 
the righteous and the means by which we gain God’s approval. But 
that is immediately followed by the concept that faith means acting 
on what we believe. Abraham, Moses, and the others were not saved 
by their obedience, but their faith would not have been faith if it didn’t 
guide them to do what God had told them.

We’re reminded of where our faith is based. Our faith is 
not based in our works. For an audience that was sliding back into 
the works of the old covenant, the Hebrew writer pointed back to the 
heroes of the Old Testament and showed how they weren’t saved 
by their works of the Law, but by looking forward to God’s promise. 
They were saved by their faith in a promise that they could not see. 
We, having realized that promise in Jesus and the establishment of 
the church, have no reason to believe in salvation by works of Law. 
Instead, we are to lay aside our sins, fix our eyes on Jesus, and run 
toward Him with every ounce of endurance that is within us. He is the 
foundation of our faith, and He will keep His promise for those who 
put an active faith in Him. s
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text that specifically mention the act of cru-
cifixion [as we understand it today] you will 
end up with only two or three examples.” He 
comes down in favor of Christ’s death being 
caused by Him being impaled. While claiming 
to believe in Christ and that He died on Calva-
ry’s hill for our sins, he questions what God’s 
word plainly teaches concerning how He died. 
As one man who read Samuelsson’s book 
concerning the New Testament description 
of Christ’s death, “My suggestion is that we 
should read the text as it is, not as we think 
it is.” The scriptures unquestionably inform 
us that Jesus died by crucifixion on a cross. 

In Matthew’s account of Christ’s death, 
he mentioned Simon of Cyrene being “com-
pelled to bear His (Christ’s) cross” and that 
“when they had come to a place called Gol-
gotha (Calvary), that is to say Place of a Skull 
… they crucified Him” (27:32-33, 35). He 
also mentioned the passersby and the chief 
priests, elders, and scribes all taunting Him 
saying “come down from the cross” (39-42). 

Paul wrote that “Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with 
the wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of no effect. For the message 
of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved, it 
is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:17-18). 
Later he describes the facts of the gospel as 
being the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ (15:1-4). His statement about not being 
sent to baptize was made only to emphasize 
the fact that he did not baptize people in his 
own name or to become his disciples, but he 
did baptize some (1 Corinthians 1:13-16), and 
he taught that baptism is the point at which 
our sins are forgiven (Romans 6:1-7, 17-18; 
Galatians 3:26-27). 

In dealing with the heresy of Judaizers 
in Galatia, Paul wrote, “But God forbid that I 
should boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 
6:14). 

the meaning of the cross
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Crucifixion was the most cruel form of exe-
cution ever devised by man. Many scholars 
believe the purpose was not just to kill some-
one, but to torture them. The executioners 
would try to keep a condemned person alive 
as long as possible in order to prolong their 
suffering. Historians say that the practice of 
crucifixion was first employed by the Persians, 
and later it was common under the rule of 
Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.). It was 
also practiced by the Phoenicians and the 
Carthaginians, from whom it is thought the 
Romans learned the practice. It has been said 
that they developed it into an art. One writer 
said they, “(as with everything the Romans 
did) rapidly developed a very high degree of 
efficiency and skill in carrying it out. Roman 
historians of high regard like Livy, Cicero, and 
Tacitus provide documentation on this fact.”

A theologian who taught at the University 
of Gothenburg, Gunnar Samuelsson, wrote a 
400 page thesis on the subject of crucifixion 
as related in antiquity in which he said there 
was little evidence that Jesus died on a cross. 
His main point appears to have been that cru-
cifixion was more ambiguous than commonly 
thought. He wrote, “If you search for ancient 

SELLERS CRAIN



In Hebrews 12:2, the author wrote, “look-
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” Death on a cross was a curse 
and an abomination to the Jews (Deuteron-
omy 23:23-24; Galatians 3:13). The apostle 
Peter wrote concerning Jesus’s death,”who 
Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness—by whose stripes you were 
healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

Not only is Samuelsson wrong in his the-
ology regarding Christ’s death, he is also 
incorrect in his historical accounts. He states 
there was very little use of crucifixion in his-
tory, however, it is accepted fact that the 
Romans, contrary to his conclusions, used 
crucifixion extensively as a means of exerting 
their authority. This is documented by Roman, 
Jewish, and Greek historians. Under Roman 
law it was used primarily for slaves, peas-
ants, and the lowest of criminals. Later, it was 
one of the major forms of execution used on 
Christians. Since it was used for over 500 
years, thousands of Christians may have been 
crucified, and from 50,000 to 100,000 Jews 
were also executed by this method.

In reference to Christ’s death in addition to 
the Biblical accounts, there are many different 
historical references to His crucifixion. In the 
Talmud b. Sanhedrin 43a it is recorded that 
“On the eve of the Passover,Yeshu (Jesus) 
was hanged (crucified).” Lucian of Samosata 
wrote that “Christus (Christ) was executed 
(crucified) at the hands of Pontuous Pilate.” 
Tacitus wrote “Christus … suffered the 
extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius, 
at the hands … , Pontuis Pilate” (The Annals 
116 A. D.). 

Perhaps one of the best known historical 
testimonies is that of the Jewish Historian 
Flaviaus Josephus in his Antiquities Book 18, 
Chapter 3:3, usually called Testimonium Flavi-
anum, when he wrote, “Now there was about 
this time Jesus, a wise man, if it is lawful to 
call Him a man, Pilate at the suggestion of 
principal men among us condemned him to 
the cross.” While this reference has been 
disputed as not entirely authentic by some 
scholars, it is generally accepted by most of 
them as being part of an authentic nucleus. 
James Dunn, who wrote Jesus Remembered 
(2003), wrote that there is “broad consensus 
among scholars regarding the nature of the 
interpolation of the authentic reference of the 
crucifixion of Jesus in Testimonium.”   

William D. Edwards, M. D. wrote an excel-
lent article for the Journal of The American 
Medical Association (Jama, March 21, 
1988 Vol 255, No. 11) entitled On the Phys-
ical Death of Jesus Christ. With reference 
to Christ’s death by crucifixion on a cross, 
regardless of the particular shape or design 
of that cross, he wrote, “Using the legal-his-
torical method of scientific investigation  
scholars have established the reliability and 
accuracy of the ancient manuscripts.” He 
suggests that Jesus died from shock due to 
blood loss, exhaustion, suffocation, and heart 
failure within hours of His being nailed to the 
cross. His finding support evidence that, after 
being severely scourged and losing a large 
amount of blood it led to circulatory shock and 
to heart failure. He went on to say that “There 
has been a tendency to almost romanticize 
the crucifixion, to disguise the horror of what 
Christ went through,” but he added, “Death 
by crucifixion was, in every sense of the word, 
excruciating.”

While appreciating this learned doctor’s 
evaluation of the particular mention of Christ’s 
death, we do know the exact moment of His 
death. Jesus said, “Therefore My Father loves 
Me, because I lay down My life that I may take 

it up again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay 
it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This com-
mand I have received from My Father” (John 
10:17-18). Matthew records that “Jesus cried 
out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His 
spirit” (Matthew 27:50). At this point, Luke 
adds that He said, “Father, into your hands I 
commit My spirit” (23:46). Regardless of the 
particular manner of His death, He died when 
He was ready to go.

But what is the meaning of His death for 
us?

The cross means Christ died for us. How 
is that possible? God cannot die, yet Christ 
was and is God (John 1:1, 14). In spite of the 
fact that deity cannot die, we must believe 
that Jesus did die. Jesus was born of the 
virgin Mary through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit (Matthew 1:18-23). As a result of that 
miraculous birth, Jesus was unlike any other 
being who has ever been born. He had a 
dual nature, both human and divine. He was 
both Son of God and Son of Man. As indi-
cated above, some like to speculate on how 
He died, but the more important fact is that 
He did die. The Roman soldiers were profes-
sional executioners. They knew when a man 
was dead, and Pilate would not have released 
His body if he had not been assured by them 
that Jesus was indeed dead (Mark 15:44-45; 
John 19:31-37).

The cross means Jesus died for us. It is 
not enough to believe that He died on a cross, 
but we must also believe that His death there 
was for us (John 15:13). Everything Jesus did 
at the cross He did for us. Christianity is not 
a bargain, it is a gift (Romans 6:23). We can 
never truly understand the cross until we know 
what caused it. Paul tells us that He died for 
our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; see Isaiah 53:4-
6). Sin is heinous. It separates us from God 
(Isaiah 59:1-3). On the cross, Christ did for us 
what we could not do ourselves. Apart from 
Him, we can only die for our sins, but He died 
for our sins so we would not have to. He could 
save Himself or save us. He gave Himself to 
save us. God meets us at the cross. s

the meaning of the cross
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Have you ever lost something and looked for it everywhere? You go 
through all of your stuff, look under the bed, in the couch cushions, 
through your backpack and it’s still nowhere to be found? Sometimes 
we lose things that we really love; a favorite toy, our Bible, or some-
thing that is of great value to us. We go crazy looking for it because 
we can’t imagine life without that something. Can you think of a story 
in the Bible where a woman lost something precious to her? Let’s 
take a look at the text …

Luke 15:8-10

“ Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search 
carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls 
her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”

Have you ever gotten lost? You didn’t know where you were or 
where your family was? That’s such a scary experience! You are sur-
rounded by strangers, and you feel all alone. But your family always 
comes and finds you. You are never lost for long because your family 
never gives up looking for you. When you do find each other, you feel 
happy, relieved, and you aren’t afraid anymore, because you know 
you are safe. 

There are a lot of people in the world who are very lost. They are 
separated from our Heavenly Father, God. They are not safe from the 

devil. They don’t know where they’re going after they die. They are all 
alone and they aren’t very happy. God isn’t very happy either when 
one of His creations is lost. It makes God very sad when someone 
doesn’t love Him and is so very far away from Him. 

What makes us lost from God? Sin.
Isaiah 59:2, “But your sins have separated you from your God …” 
What is sin? Sin is when you disobey God and His law. Everyone 

sins (Romans 3:23), but because of Jesus, we are able to have our 
sins forgiven and not be separated or lost from God anymore. When 
the woman lost her coin and found it again, she was very happy. 
And just like her, when one of God’s children is no longer lost to 
sin and Satan, God rejoices! He doesn’t want us to be lost, because 
He loves us so much and wants us to be with Him! When you find 
something you lost, are you really excited? You just want to shout, 
sing, or jump for joy! 

As followers of Christ, we don’t want anyone to be lost from God, 
do we? So how can we help bring others to Him? Here are three things 
you can start doing today to help!
1.  Be a good example: 1 Timothy 4:12, “Let no one despise you for 

your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, 
in love, in faith, in purity.”

2.  Show love to others: 1 John 4:11, “Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another.”

3.  Invite friends to church: Hebrews 13:16, “Do not neglect to do good 
and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
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Question of the Month 
How does Jesus save us from our sins? Discuss it. 
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Challenge of the Month 

Ask one person to church every week this month.  
See if they will come to bible class or potluck with you!
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SAVANNAH COTTRELL

Have you ever been in a conversation and you didn’t know what to 
say? “I’ve lost my train of thought” is one excuse I’ve given so many 
times when I’ve talked to people, even my family and closest friends. 
But what about the times when you knew what you wanted to say, 
but didn’t exactly know how to say it?

I’m talking about discussing your faith.
It’s a tricky world we live in. It’s a world where tolerance is praised 

and celebrated, but as soon as you bring up Jesus and the Bible, it’s 
like you said the worst curse word in the book and that you’re “hateful” 
and “not open.” It’s a sad situation when we can’t freely celebrate our 
faith, and we should be grateful for the times that we can celebrate 
it and talk about it.

So how in the world do we talk about Jesus?

Speak the truth in love.
One of my favorite passages in the Bible is Ephesians 4:14-15: 

“that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ.” 
I love this verse because it reminds me that though I definitely need 
to speak the truth, I also definitely need to do so in a loving manner. 
And speaking of a loving manner, let’s briefly discuss what happens 
with the opposite …

Don’t be mean about it.
Now, don’t get me wrong, there is a sense of urgency in the Great 

Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20). However, remember Ephesians 4:14-15, and remember 
that your words mean so much, no matter what a person believes. If 
you “shove” your beliefs in someone’s face, there’s not only a chance 
that they won’t listen to you right then, but also that they won’t listen 
to the Gospel message in the future at all.

Finally, build your friendships with everyone from all 
walks of life.

This right here is the key to effective evangelism, at least in my 
opinion. People are more likely to listen to you if they trust you, and 
vice versa, so it’s of paramount importance to build that trust.

At the end of the day, the most important thing is that you talk 
about Jesus in whatever capacity you can, in truth and love. Also, 
don’t forget to build up your friendships so that you can talk about 
God together. When we can do that, and when we open those doors, 
God can do the rest and turn hearts to Him.

    How to 
Talk About 
  JESUS
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This Month’s Hashtag
# TalkAboutJesus

This month’s hashtag is #TalkAboutJesus. We challenge you to post it as your status  
on social media, whether by itself or how you can talk about Jesus with others.

Have you talked to a non-Christian about Jesus?

What would you say to someone who had never heard of God or the Bible before?

How can you talk about God with your close friends, in the church or otherwise?

Discussion Questions
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The gospel of Christ is “the power of God 
to salvation” (Romans 1:16). At its heart are 
those things which are “of first importance” 
(NASB, ESV). These include the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-
4). The focus of this article and issue is on the 
fact “that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). To focus 
on the death of Christ is to focus on the cross.  
That is our purpose.

The word gospel means “good news.” The 
gospel of Christ is the good news of what God 
has done for us through His Son. The good 
news of the gospel must include the good 
news of the darkest day in the history of the 
world, the day that God gave His Son for our 
sins (John 3:16-17).

We will examine the cross of Christ by 
looking at four important words: propitiation, 
redemption, justification, and reconciliation.  
However, before we study these, we must 
consider the word atonement. What does it 
mean? What is its importance? How does it 
apply to us?

ATONEMENT
The word atonement occurs only once 

in the English Bible in the New Testament 
(Romans 5:11 KJV). Other translations render 
the Greek word as reconciliation.  What does 
the word atonement mean?

It has been suggested that we can see the 
meaning of the word when we divide it into 
three parts: at-one-ment. Christ brought God 
and man, who were separated by sin, back 
together or into a state or condition of at-one-
ment through the cross.  

However, some have rejected that idea.  
But further examination of the four words 
suggested above (propitiation, redemption, 
justification and reconciliation) will help us 
understand the idea of atonement.



Basically, the word atonement means to restore God and man to fellowship with each 
other. This was done by overcoming the barrier of sin that separated us from God. Sinful 
persons have to be reconciled to God. We can be reconciled to Him only when we are 
redeemed from our sins.

For man to be redeemed from sin and reconciled to God, His wrath had to be propitiated. 
We must be justified before a just and holy God to be accepted by Him. How was this done? 
Through the cross. So we turn to a study of the four words listed above.

PROPITIATION
What is propitiation? What does the word mean? To what does it refer? To answer those 

questions we must understand the idea of God’s wrath (Romans 1:18), because to propitiate 
is “to put away, to turn away or satisfy God’s wrath against sin.” This was done by the death 
of Christ on the cross.

God’s wrath is His long-standing and deep-seated opposition to sin and all things sinful. It 
is the settled opposition of God in His holiness and righteousness to all evil. But, at the same 
time, God’s wrath is actually related to His love, grace, and mercy. Yes, even God’s wrath is 
prompted by God’s love.

As Leon Morris wrote, “Propitiation signifies the averting of wrath by the offering of a gift… 
the gift which secures the propitiation is from God Himself. He provides the way whereby men 
may come to Him” (The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, 211).

How can the God of complete holiness allow Himself to forgive and embrace sinful man? 
He cannot! That is the reason for the cross. The God who is altogether just or righteous had 
to justify man if He was to have fellowship with him. How could He do that?  Only through the 
death of Christ on the cross (Matthew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14).

Thus the atonement is the act whereby God propitiates His own wrath against sinful man. 
He does this by offering His Son as “the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). By the cross of Christ, God satisfies His own wrath and atones for our sins (1 
Peter 2:24).

REDEMPTION
What is redemption? What does it mean to be redeemed from sin? As Everett F. Harrison 

wrote, “It denotes the means by which salvation is achieved, namely, by the payment of a 
ransom.” (Baker’s Dictionary of Theology, 438).

We are bought back from sin by the payment of a ransom price. That price was the blood 
of Christ. Jesus was the ransom price. Two key statements confirm this (Matthew 20:28; 
Mark 10:45).

When the mother of James and John asked Jesus for special favors for her sons, He 
taught a lesson on humility and service.  He ended the lesson with a powerful example.  He, 
the Son of Man, was “to give His life a ransom for many.”

The key word in both verses is ransom. The word refers to Jesus Himself. While the Bible 
never says to whom the ransom price was paid, it was definitely paid for us and our sins. 
Jesus was the ransom price.

Both Matthew and Mark use a Greek word translated “for.” The Nestle text renders the 
word as “instead of.” The word has “a vicarious significance” (Vine).

Paul wrote of the Mediator, the Man Christ Jesus, “who gave Himself a ransom for all”  
(1 Timothy 2:6). There Paul uses another word for ransom and a different preposition, which 
translates as “on behalf of.” Both prepositions confirm that the ransom was substitutionary.  
Jesus was the ransom price paid by God to redeem us from sin. He is the propitiation who 
brings about our redemption.  

JUSTIFICATION
What is justification? It is “the act of pronouncing one righteous, to justify that person by 

acquittal from guilt through the death of Christ” (Vine).
To quote Morris again, “Justification is one of the very central truths of the New Testa-

ment.” He adds that it is based on “the central place assigned by the New Testament to the 
death of Christ.” Again, it is “a conception which is deeply rooted in the Scriptures” (The 

Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, 292-293).
Justification is a legal term. It refers to 

our being declared just or righteous by God 
through the blood of Christ. We are “justified 
by His blood” (Romans 5:9). Where was that 
blood shed? On the cross.

God through Christ “justifies the ungodly” 
(Romans 4:5). The Bible often speaks of our 
being justified by faith (Romans 3:28; 5:1).  
But it is faith in Christ and His blood shed 
on the cross (Romans 5:9-10; 3:24-26). As 
Argyle wrote, “Christ on the cross paid on our 
behalf the debt or penalty which we owed to 
God, but could never pay.”

RIGHTEOUSNESS
At this point, we must consider the con-

cept of the righteousness of God because His 
righteousness and His justice are insepara-
bly connected. Romans 1:17 says that in the 
gospel “the righteousness of God is revealed”.  
What does Paul mean by the righteousness 
of God?

In one sense, righteousness is a charac-
teristic that God bestows on us through Jesus 
Christ. God’s people are a righteous and godly 
people. We live righteous, holy, godly and 
Christ-like lives as directed by the inspired 
word of God (1 John 3:7; Matthew 25:46; I 
John 2:29).

However, righteousness is first and fore-
most a characteristic of God Himself. The 
righteousness of God Himself is revealed in 
the way He atones for our sins. God does not 
ignore our sins, nor does He dismiss them with 
a flippant wave of the hand.

God must deal with our sin in a way that 
is consistent with His righteous nature (Ezra 
9:15; Nehemiah 9:18; Psalm 7:9; Jeremiah 
12:11; 1 Peter 1:15-16). He cannot and will 
never compromise who or what He is. How 
does He do this? Through the cross of Christ.

God bestows the gift of righteousness on 
us through the blood of His Son shed on the 
cross. He does not treat us as righteous when 
we are not. He declares us righteous because 
we are. How? Through the blood of Christ!

CONCLUSION
So far we have dealt with the words gospel, 

atonement, propitiation, redemption, and jus-
tification. In the next article, we will discuss 
reconciliation and substitutionary atonement.  
Both of these concepts, like the ones already 
discussed, are central to our understanding of 
the gospel of the cross. s
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In the first article on this subject, we stud-
ied the words gospel, atonement, propitiation, 
redemption, and justification. In this article, 
we will discuss two more important terms, 
reconciliation and substitutionary atonement. 
Then we will discuss the basis of, and reason 
for, it all—the love of God.

RECONCILIATION 
What is reconciliation? Why is it import-

ant?  Some scholars say that reconciliation is 
the most important way of viewing the atone-
ment in the entire New Testament. It has been 
called a distinctively Christian idea.

DAN F. COTTRELL

THE  
GOSPEL  
OF THE  
CROSS:  

Part 2



Reconciliation is “a change of relations 
between God and man based on the changed 
status of man through the redemptive work of 
Christ” (Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary, 
707). Several New Testament passages are 
important in the study of this concept.

One passage is 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.  
Verse 18 uses the words reconciled and rec-
onciliation, while verse 19 uses reconciling 
and reconciliation, and verse 20 has the word 
reconciled. What does this passage say?

Note that “all things are of God” (v. 18).  
That being the case it makes sense that 
reconciliation is of or from God. He “has rec-
onciled us to Himself.” How did He do this? 
“Through Jesus Christ.” To what does Paul 
refer? The cross (2 Corinthians 5:21).

“God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself.” How? Through the cross. Note 
that God had given the apostles “the ministry 
of reconciliation” (verse 18) and “the word of 
reconciliation” (verse 19). Therefore, they are 
“ambassadors for Christ,” through whom God 
implores men to “be reconciled to God” (verse 
20; 2 Corinthians 2)

Reconciliation is inseparably connected 
to, and come; through, the cross of Christ. 
This is clear from verses 19 and 21. “God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” 
(verse 19). God made His Son, who knew no 
sin (Hebrews 4:15), “to be sin for (on behalf 
of) us, (in order) that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (verse 21; 1 
Peter 2:24).

In the beginning God, and man enjoyed 
a relationship of peace and harmony in the 
Garden of Eden, but sin destroyed that rela-
tionship. Enmity existed between God and 
man because they were separated by sin 
(Genesis 1-3).

When one person wrongs another, he is 
under obligation to go to the wronged person 
and ask for forgiveness in order to restore that 
relationship. However, in man’s case the One 
wronged (God) reached out through the cross 
to the one who did the wrong (man) in order 
to restore the relationship.

God reached out to man through Jesus 
Christ. The One against whom man had 
sinned reached out to the sinner by giving 
His Son to die on the cross for the sins of 
the world (John 1:29; 3:16-17). This allowed 
reconciliation to take place.

As Leon Morris said, “Reconciliation is 

always God’s work. It is the love of God that is the dominant factor in bringing reconciliation 
about” (The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, 236).

A second passage is Romans 5:8-11. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us in 
that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (verse 8). Christ died on our behalf.  There-
fore, we are justified by His blood. And by His blood we are saved, not only from sin, but from 
the wrath of God (verse 9, Romans 1:18).

Note that we were “ungodly” (verse 6), “sinners,” (verse 8), and “enemies” (verse 10).  
But we have been “reconciled to God.” How? “Through the death of His Son” (verse 10). It is 
through Christ that “we have now received the reconciliation” (verse 11).

A third passage is Ephesians 2:16. In this chapter Paul is dealing not only with the rec-
onciliation of God and man, but also the reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles in and through 
Christ. God has reconciled both Jews and Gentiles in one body, the church (Ephesian 1:22-
23; Colossian 1:18).

How did God do that? Through Christ and His cross. God through Christ put to death the 
enmity that existed between Jews and Gentiles who had come to Christ. (Read Ephesians 2.)

The fourth passage is Colossians 1:20-21. Through Christ, God reconciled all things to 
Himself. How? “By having made peace through the blood of His cross” (verse 20). All who 
were once “alienated and enemies” are now “reconciled” (verse 21). This was done “in the 
body of His flesh through death” (verse 22). The reference is to the death of Jesus on the 
cross. By this death we are reconciled to God.

SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT
This leads to another important term. What is substitutionary atonement? The term indi-

cates that Christ died for us and in our place. (See Psalm 22; Isaiah 52-53; 1 Peter 2:24).
The idea is clearly taught in the New Testament (John 11:49-51; Romans 4:25). Jesus died 

for us and in our place (I Peter 2:24). Paul wrote that “Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 
5:6). He “died for us” (Romans 5:8). Both times the word for means “on behalf of”.

Paul added that “we shall be saved from wrath through Him” (Romans 5:9). Whose wrath? 
God! How? “Through (or by means of) Him.” We are saved from sin and from God’s wrath by 
means of our Lord’s atoning sacrifice. (See Romans 5:10-11; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 5:2; 
1 Thessalonians 5:10; I Timothy 2:6; Titus 2:14; Hebrews 2:9).

There are other verses that teach that same truth, but none are more powerful than 1 
Peter 2:24, which says that Jesus “Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sin, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.” (See 1 
Peter 3:18.) Christ carried up our sins on Himself onto the cross, where He died in our place 
and on our behalf. That is substitutionary atonement.

THE LOVE OF GOD
All of this points to the love of God for us (John 3:16-17; 1 John 4:8, 9, 10, 16, 19).  God 

sent His Son to die on our behalf and in our place because of His love for us. The death of 
Jesus on the cross was the act of substitutionary atonement.

The atonement is spoken of in terms of propitiation, redemption, justification, and reconcil-
iation. We look at the cross, not in just one of these ways, but in all four ways, because each 
supports and supplements the others. We subscribe to all four concepts because all four help 
us understand what happened at the cross and why (John 3:16-17).

CONCLUSION
Leon Morris concluded, “The cross speaks to twentieth century people just as clearly and 

just as challenging as it did to any previous generation.”
Then he added, “The way of the cross is a way that reaches into every corner of the way 

we live. Those who have come to understand it know that Christ’s new and living way puts 
meaning into every facet of life” (The Atonement: Its Meaning and Significance, 205-206). s
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I’ve been a Christian nearly my entire life. I’ve gone to church, VBS, done service  
projects … anytime the doors were open, my family and I were there. I was baptized when 
I was fourteen, and I’ve been a Christian for over a decade. 

But even when I’ve been a Christian my entire life, it’s incredibly easy for me to take all 
of it for granted. And by “it,” I mean the Gospel message itself.

What is the Gospel message, though? Quite simply, it’s the good news of Jesus’s coming, 
death, burial, and resurrection on and from this earth we live on, this world we live in. It’s the 
greatest news we can have as Christians, because it means that we will eventually be able 
to be in Heaven with the God we love and serve.

But what does the Gospel mean to someone like me, a twenty-five-year-old Christian 
who’s been a baptized believer for well over a decade? 

The Gospel means I can access God anytime I want
Prayer is a powerful thing, and the fact that Jesus came so that He can intercede and hear 

our requests should be staggering to us as Christians, but in the best, awe-inspiring way.
When I think of prayer in the Bible, I think of those who talked to God in the Old Testament, 

like David (Psalm 51) or Hannah (1 Samuel 1:8-18). I also think of Jesus, who taught His 
disciples to pray when they asked, and I think of the example He set in Matthew 6:9-13:

In this manner, therefore, pray: our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.

This example is one that we can use today, and, as Christians, we shouldn’t take for 
granted the fact that, because of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, we are able to access 
Him whenever we want.

The Gospel means I can study His Word and become a better Christian
This goes back to access, but being able to study God’s Word for myself whenever I want 

makes all the difference. His Word is an instruction manual, and I want to use what I learn 
from it to walk with God as closely as I can.

David talks about how God’s word is a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path (Psalm 
119:105). It should be the same with us. Not only should our knowledge of Scripture help us 
through life, but so should our knowledge of how God works. And how do we know how God 
works? By looking to His way of communicating with us on earth: His Word.

The Gospel means I can joyfully share it with others
If you as a Christian have access and knowledge, what in the world do you do with it?
The short answer is that you should share it freely.
The long answer is that you should share it freely … and joyfully, as well.
Let’s use the following example: say there’s a movie that you’ve been dying to see remade. 

You love the original, but you would love a modern remake with all of your favorite actors, 
and maybe some of the old cast returning for principal roles—or at least cameos. Now, let’s 
say you were to hear an announcement that your dream movie was actually being made in 
the next few years. What would you do? You’d tell all your friends, right?

The Gospel is good news. Such good news, in fact, that if you search “gospel” on 

BibleGateway.com right now, there are 
examples upon examples throughout the four 
gospels of the Gospel itself being preached. 
Therefore, we’re supposed to treat it in the 
same way. We’re supposed to get excited 
about it and share it with our friends in truth 
and love. Even though it’s not exactly a new 
movie, or video game, or what have you, it’s 
so much more than something good we can 
tell. It can save lives.

The Gospel means I am truly free
Speaking of saved lives, my life has been 

drastically changed by the Gospel. Because 
I believe in God, I have hope. Because I’ve 
obeyed the Gospel, I have freedom. And 
because I know Jesus and have a relationship 
with Him, He has truly set me free.

But what does freedom mean?
Freedom in Christ means that we—no 

matter if we’re twenty-five or whatever age—
are able to spend eternity with Him, and we 
have the hope that we can, in fact, do so. 
This freedom comes when we hear (Romans 
10:17), believe (John 3:16, 12:46), repent 
(Matthew 3:2), confess (Romans 10:9-10), 
and are baptized (Acts 2:38).

Freedom also means being forgiven of any 
and all sin. That in and of itself is staggering to 
think of as I type this, and I want it to remain 
that way. Forgiveness should never be taken 
lightly, but we as Christians—no matter what 
stage we are in life—should celebrate this 
free gift whenever we can.

At the end of the day, the Gospel means 
that I have access to God, I am able to study 
Him and learn His promises and statutes in 
His Word, I am able to share it freely and 
cheerfully, and I am truly set free from sin 
and death. It’s meant this for me as a twenty-
five-year-old young woman, and it will mean 
the same for me in the days to come. Even 
though I don’t exactly know what the Gospel 
means to you, we all have the same common 
ground: Jesus loves us, and we love Him in 
return. He came, died, was buried, and rose 
from the dead for us. That’s all we need. s

SAVANNAH COTTRELL

THE GOSPEL IN THE EYES OF  
A TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD
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Our Lord’s journey to the cross began long 
before He was born into this physical world. 
Paul writes that “He [God] chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world …” and 
that fact was a mystery “from the beginning 
of the ages” but “it is now being made known 
by the church …” (Ephesians 1:4; 3:,9-10; 
see also Colossians 1:1:26). That mystery 
began to be revealed when Jesus came into 
this sinful world to die for our sins. The writer 
of Hebrews, in showing the superiority of the 
sacrifice of Christ over that of bulls and goats, 
wrote, “Therefore, when He came into the 
world, He said: Sacrifices and offerings You 
did not desire, But a body you have prepared 
for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices You 
had no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold I have 
come—In the volume of the book it is written 
of Me—To do your will, O God’” (Hebrews 
10:5-7; Psalm 40:6-8).

The gospel cannot be separated from the 
cross, for it is the message of the cross. Paul 
described this message as the gospel or the 
good news of Christ’s death, burial, and res-
urrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). In writing to 
the Christians in Rome he declared that he 
was “not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 
it is the power of God to salvation for every 
one who believes, for the Jew first and also for 
the Greek” (Romans 1:16). The Greek word 
for power is dunamis from which we get our 
English word dynamite. Note that it is not “a” 
or one of many powers, but it is the power 
of God to save mankind. Paul thanked “Christ 
Jesus our Lord” that he was “counted faithful” 
to be able to preach “the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God”(1 Timothy 1:11-12). 

Preaching the cross is not just preaching 
a theological theory, but it is an actual experi-
ence. When I was a young idealistic preacher, 
I believed that proper preaching of the gospel 
could save the whole world. Life and experi-
ence have made me more of a realist. While 
the gospel has that kind of power, there is no 
way to make the gospel attractive to those 
who reject it. It does not need critics. It needs 
only to be preached and to be lived in the lives 
of those who claim to believe it. When the 
gospel is preached, it results in two different 
attitudes according to Paul. It is regarded as 
foolishness by the intellectually proud. The 
old, bloody message of the cross is replaced 
with a bloodless message which has no power 
and offers no hope. While they may admire its 
idealism, they deny its realism. They extol the 



life of Jesus, but pass over His death. They 
believe in the example of Christ, but reject the 
idea of redemption. They joyfully celebrate the 
cradle, but vigorously oppose the cross. To 
those who are saved, the cross is the “power 
of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
1:24). To Christians it is not a proposition, 
but a living demonstration. It is not a mere 
promise, but an infinite power, and a living 
presence.

In reading the history of the early church, 
we cannot help but see the facts of the gospel 
and the message of the cross being central 
to proclamation of the sermons that were 
preached. On the Day of Pentecost, the gospel 
was proclaimed in its fullness for the first 
time. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter 
preached the death (Acts 2:22-23), burial (v. 
29), and resurrection of Christ (vv. 24-35). 
In his second sermon from Solomon’s porch 
at the temple, he once again proclaimed the 
death (Acts 3:13-15), burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ (vv. 20-21, 26). Though not 
specifically mentioning the burial the fact of 
the resurrection proves that point. In Peter’s 
message to the household of Cornelius, these 
points were again the focal point of that mes-
sage (Acts 10:40-43). When Philip, one of the 
chosen servants of Acts 6:5 left Jerusalem as 
many others did due to persecution, he went 
forth “preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). He went 
to Samaria and “preached Christ” and many 
believed and were baptized (Acts 8:5, 12-13). 
In the midst of this great evangelistic thrust, 
he was led by an angel to the desert country 
of Gaza and by the Holy Spirit to one man: an 
Ethiopian eunuch who was the treasurer to 
Candace the Queen of Ethiopia. While the text 
only informs us that Philip “preached to him 
Jesus” (Acts 8:35) from Isaiah 53:7-8, the 
entire chapter is a messianic prophecy about 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  

The Gospel of Christ contains facts to 
be believed, commands to be obeyed, 
and promises to be received. In Paul’s 
first recorded sermon, after providing a 
review of Old Testament history and proph-
ecy, Paul showed that Jesus fulfilled the 
prophecies and the history by His death, 
burial, and resurrection (Acts 13:27-37).  
He told the Corinthian Christians that “I did not 
come with excellency of speech or of wisdom 
declaring to you the testimony of God. For  
I determined not to know anything among 
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” 

(1 Corinthians 2:1-2). Yet he did preach other 
things including doctrine. Some want to sep-
arate the gospel from the doctrine of Christ. 
The early Christians “continued steadfastly in 
the apostle’s doctrine” (Acts 2:42). Where did 
their doctrine originate? It was the doctrine of 
Christ given unto them by inspiration (John 
14:15-18; 16:12-15). Paul not only taught 
doctrine, but he emphasized the need to 
know it and to keep it (1 Timothy 1:10-11; 
4:16; 2 Timothy 1:12-14; 2:1-2; 3:10,14-16; 
4:3; Titus 1:9). When Paul told the Ephesian 
elders, “For I have not shunned to declare unto 
you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27), 
he preached the gospel of Christ and included 
facts (vv. 24-25), commands (vv. 28-31, 35), 
promises (v. 32) and doctrine (vv. 20-21) in 
doing so.

The death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ are the foundational facts of the gospel, 
and they are also the proof or evidence that 
Jesus was who He claimed to be: the Son of 
God and our Savior. Because these facts are 
true, we can not only believe in Christ, but we 
can also believe in His words. To fail to do 
that will mean condemnation at the judgment 
(John 12:48). We must continue to preach 
the gospel for it remains God’s only power 
on earth to save us from our sins. It is the 
story of God’s love for lost man (John 3:16). 
Salvation begins and ends with the love of God 
(Ephesians 2:4-5). Jesus entered this world as 
the expression of God’s love. He was born into 
this world to die, to give Himself a ransom for 
sin, to do for us what we could never do for 
ourselves and to be our sin offering and “to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people” 
(Hebrews 2:17-18).

“In the cross of Christ I glory. Towering 
o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sacred 
story, gathers ’round its head sublime. When 
the woes of life o’er take me, hopes deceive 
and fears annoy, Never shall the cross forsake 
me, Lo, it glows with peace and joy. When the 
sun of bliss is beaming, light and love upon 
my way, From the cross, the radiant stream 
adds new luster to the day. Bane and blessing, 
pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified. 
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys 
that through all time abide.” (In The Cross  
Of Christ I Glory, written by John Bowring 

1825.) s

The New King James is used unless otherwise stated.
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Warming Up
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Occasionally, it’s the other side of the spectrum. It’s not that we 
don’t want to reach out, we just don’t want to let others in. We don’t 
want them to see us for who we are, we don’t want them to see our 
struggles or our lack of perfection. We want to keep up the façade 
and the closer they get, the more we pull away to save face. If you’ve 
ever been on social media, you’ll notice lots of nice pictures of nice 
people that, most of the time, have been edited, airbrushed, or angled 
just the right way so that those pictures are as flawless as possible. 
Most of us want to look good, and I’m not saying that’s a bad thing 
in and of itself, but when it moves beyond to vanity and pride, that’s 
another story. Just like those pictures, many times when we show 
up to church, we show up with make-up, tie, dress, suit, and not a 
problem in the world. So often that is far from the truth. Every family/
person has their dysfunction, their insecurities, and their problems 
going on in the background. The issue is when we become too embar-
rassed to acknowledge that and refuse to trust and let others reach 
out to us and help us through. This is a two way street, however. Not 
only does one need to be able to trust their church family, but they 
(ourselves included) need to act in a manner worthy of that trust. 
There are some people we do need to use discernment and wisdom 
with when it comes to opening our hearts up, i.e. bad fruit. 

“You will know these people because of what they do. Good things 
don’t come from people who are bad, just as grapes don’t come from 
thorn bushes, and figs don’t come from thorny weeds. In the same 
way, every good tree produces good fruit, and bad trees produce bad 
fruit” (Matthew 7:16-17).

Unfortunately, less than loving people do exist in this world, and 
there are times when guarding our hearts becomes very necessary. 
The trick is being loving and open to such people, but knowing that 
those same people are not at the level of emotional or spiritual matu-
rity to help or understand, and can be damaging to our souls and lives.

Bottom line, in order to have healthy relationships in life and to 
help “stop the plug” of those leaving the church, we need to warm 
up and be accessible to all, just as Jesus was. Jesus didn’t ever turn 
others away, He only opened His arms in welcome. 

So next time someone is trying to get close to us or is asking for 
help, let’s not be cold towards them, but reach out to them, encourage 
them, care for them, and actively participate in the relationship with 
them. Everyone needs to know that they are a valued member of 
the team. Let us act in warmth. Let us act in love. The stronger the 
links, the stronger the chain. Let us strive to keep the links of God’s 
chain connected. 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2-3). s

I recently had an in-depth conversation with several young people 
about why so many are leaving the church. Surprisingly, doctrinal 
reasons were not given. Their explanation was simply because no 
one ever reached out to them. They were not shown care, they were 
not checked upon, they were not provided with the help they needed, 
they were not encouraged, and ultimately, they didn’t feel loved by the 
church. Because the younger generation doesn’t often possess the 
wisdom or patience to stay and set the examples themselves, they 
are leaving in droves due to this issue. But also, just as unfortunately, 
the older members of the church who are staying, are emotionally 
wilting due to the lack of love, support, and encouragement being 
shown in different congregations. They are having a hard time feeling 
passionate about the church, getting excited about being in the family 
of God, and finding joy in their home congregations. No, emotionalism 
isn’t everything, but it is an integral part of human beings. To these 
millennials, the church felt cold … so they left. 

“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 
13:1).

Personally, there have been times in my life I’ve been cold, distant, 
and have unintentionally brushed people off. Most of the time that has 
been out of fear. Fear of my own actions or reactions to others or even 
their reactions to me. So often we go into church cold. We are afraid 
to let people into our lives, and we are afraid to get pulled into theirs. 
We often don’t want the emotional investment. We don’t want to put 
in the time. We don’t want others to see our struggles or our weak-
nesses. And we really don’t want to put in all the work. While we may 
“get by” with opting out of all of that, the results are negative and, in 
the end, by giving nothing, we are left with nothing. Our relationships 
suffer, if they even begin, and we, as the church, never live up to our 
full potential to truly be a family. Instead, most of the time, we are 
not living as family at all, but as isolated islands unto ourselves. Now, 
sometimes, this isn’t a result of fear, but apathy or laziness, which we 
also need to be continually mindful of trying to avoid. 

“No one should seek their own good, but the good of others”  
(1 Corinthians 10:24).

Sometimes we fall into the middle trap, being lukewarm. We’re 
there some of the time, passionate some of the time, and involved 
some of the time. We warm the seats of the church, but our hearts 
stay frigid to the people. We stay to ourselves, keep our thoughts and 
feelings to ourselves, and are content to live in our own little worlds 
away from harm, interrogation, interruption, criticism, or change. Our 
personal relationship with God may be good. Our hearts may be on 
fire for Him. But, part of loving God, is loving His church. Now, when I 
say love, I don’t mean the “I love everyone” kind of love, as in “I dearly 
love their souls, but I don’t want to help bear their burdens, so I avoid 
them if at all possible” kind of love. I’m talking about a love where 
we sacrifice ourselves; take time from our day to talk to, encourage, 
meet with, pray for, and help out those within the body, even if they 
bring drama to the table or get on our nerves occasionally. It can be 
very difficult some of the time, and I think it’s something most people 
struggle with, myself included.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 
of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). 

Everyone  
needs to know  
they are valued.



Several years ago I was visiting my mother’s house in Denver. I was just mulling around her home looking 
for something to do to fill the time until I had to pick my daughter up from school. I had about 45 minutes 
before I had to be at the school so I began looking through old photo albums that were neatly arranged on 
the shelf. Some of those photos go back a very long time, so dust had to brushed away from the covers. 
Many of the photos in the albums were taken before I was born. I saw my family tree right before my eyes. 
Pictures of my parents, grandparents, and even my great grandparents. I viewed pictures of my mother when 
she was a young girl and my father as a young man. I began to consider that they actually had lives before 
they were married and had us children :-).

Then I came across photos of myself and my siblings. Others of my cousins and the rest of the family 
and friends that were about my age. I saw some pictures of myself when I was very young innocent, and 
without a care in the world, before mistakes were made and harsh cruel words were spoken. “What a won-
derful time that was,” I thought to myself. Then I also began to feel sorrow and regret for some of the past 
mistakes I had made.

I found myself yearning for those childhood days when I was innocent and naïve, before I made some of 
the mistakes in my life. Some of the decisions I wish I could change, some of the behavior I wish I could take 
back. I longed to travel back in time to some of those defining moments when a better choice should have 
been made. But alas, you can’t go back nor can we change the past. “What’s done is done,” as they say. I 
was at a loss and became somewhat gloomy and melancholy. But then I remembered!

I remembered that I was a Christian and when you are in Christ “old things are passed away behold 
all things become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17, emp. added). I remembered that Jesus had washed my 
sins away along with the guilt and the shame. And through Christ’s sacrifice, I was made righteous through 
his death on the cross. “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so 
through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). Therefore I rejoice in 
the gospel “for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS 
man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH ” (Romans 1:16-17, emp. added). That is the photo I yearn for. That is the picture 
that encourages me.

Imagine if you will that God has a photo album and He comes across your picture. What will He think 
when He looks at it? Will God see a son who has made mistakes and has regrets? Will he see a daughter 
who has gone astray? Or will He see the child who had once left home but has returned, as He patiently 
waited for His wayward child to come to his senses (Luke 15:11-32)? Will the photo show you after you 
came in contact with the saving blood of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:7)? A picture of an innocent, carefree 
youth who may be a bit naïve, but has a focused and promising look in his eye, with his gaze fixed toward 
eternity? “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For 
you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-5).

Do you want a new picture taken? Jesus is the only way to overcome sin, regret, shame, and guilt. 
Through Him we can stand innocent in the presence of the Most High God. In order to do so, you must have 
faith in Christ (Romans 10:17). You must have a change of mind and then of behavior (Acts 17:30). You 
must be willing to confess Jesus as the son of God (Matthew 16:16). You must be immersed in water for 
the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21).Then you must love God and live faithfully until death 
(1 Corinthians 16:22; Revelation 2:10). So rejoice, Christian. For your picture and mine are in God’s eternal 
photo album. 

Say cheese! s
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Jerry Groves
Let Us Reason Together
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, in Christ, just as He chose us in 
Him, before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before Him” (Ephesians 1:3-4). 

Before the foundation of the world, God devised a plan 
that would allow us to stand before Him as a holy and 
blameless body of believers, but it would take some time 
for that plan to come to fruition. 

 After the creation of the world, a law was established 
that, if obeyed, would allow the patriarchs to guide their 
households unto righteousness. But, there was still a sin 
problem. Sometime later, the Mosaic Law was established 
between God and His chosen people, the Israelites. With over 
600 rules or commands to follow, including the offering of 
animal sacrifices for sin, the people of God did not remain 
faithful. The law could not take care of their sin problem. The 
sacrifice brought to the altar by one man would take away the 
guilt of only one sin. 

The Israelites became so sinful, according to Judges 17:6 
and later in chapter 21:25, that “everyone did what was right in their 
own eyes.” God raised up 12 judges who brought the Israelites back 
to Him, but they repeatedly turned their backs on Him. The judges 
could not take care of the sin problem.  

The children of Israel thought they needed a king to rule over 
them so that they could be like the nations around them. They had 

completely disregarded the fact that God was their king. 
For well over 250 years, 42 different kings ruled over 
them, not only while they were united, as a kingdom, but 
also while they were divided into 2 kingdoms. Of the 42 
kings who reigned, only 8 were considered good kings, 
turning the people back to God. Yet, even they could not 
take away the sin problem. 

Galatians 4:4 says, “When the fullness of time came, 
God sent forth His son …” It was as if the people were 
ready to look up instead of relying on themselves. Jesus 
came to seek out the lost. He knew He would be taking 

on the sins of the world and nailing them to the cross. He 
knew, and yet, He did it. He made reconciliation to the Father 

possible. The sin problem was taken care of.
The first gospel sermon was preached 50 days after Jesus’s 

death on the cross. That same gospel message is being preached 
across the world today in hopes that those who are still living sinful 
lives might believe in Jesus Christ John 8:24, confess His name 
(Matthew 10:32), repent of their sins (Luke 13:3), be baptized for 
the forgiveness of those sins (Acts 2:38) and then live faithfully 

until this life ends (2 Peter 1:5-11).
Sin causes a separation between God and man. (Isaiah 59:1-2) 

Hence, it will always be a problem. However, the good news is that 
Jesus has made it possible for anyone to obey the gospel, to be 
cleansed of their sins and to stand before God as holy and blameless, 
in Him. s
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Sanctified for Life

The Problem with Sin



Having looked into the tearful eyes of parents whose children 
have abandoned the Faith, I have learned there are a million miles 
between our children “going through the motions” in reference to 
their spiritual lives versus our children possessing hearts that dictate 
their actions. In this column, I plan to share with you what I hope 
to instill in the hearts of my own children and those whom I love.

There is a balancing act that far too often results in disaster. Many 
people raise their children expecting perfection and trying to come 
across as though they themselves are perfect. These are the parents 
who often “display” their children for others, often setting the bar 
far too high. Additionally, many of these parents try to come across 
as though they are the perfect parents, never admitting any fault or 
showing any imperfections.

On the other side of this balancing act are parents who basi-
cally expect failure from their children, never encouraging them to 
do better—because after all, the parents themselves feel like they 
can’t do anything right. These are the parents who don’t encourage 
purity, faithfulness, goodness, integrity, etc. because deep down they 
believe they have failed in many of these areas. 

The sad result of both of these approaches is that it leaves children 
who resent their parents. Not only do they resent their parents, they 
also shun things their parents stand for, like religion.

Here’s what I intend to teach my children about being 
imperfect.

So this letter is a hard one. There was a time each of you thought 
your dad was “Superman” without the cape. That image diminished 
over time as you grew older and began to see some of my flaws and 
struggles. The bottom line is your dad is imperfect. At the end of the 
day I am a sinner in need of the blood of Christ. It saddens me to 
share that with you because I still relish those days when you thought 
I was “Superman.” But you need to understand that even Dad is not 
perfect. Only Jesus Christ fits that description.

There are many times I don’t get it right as a parent. My “educa-
tion” was primarily in science, not raising faithful children, so much 
of what you see and hear is from on-the-job training. Please have 
patience with me as I continue to mold and shape you.

I often think of Peter when I think of my example to you all. Peter 
was kind of like a “bull in a china shop” like your dad. He wanted 
so badly to do right, but sometimes he found himself in trouble or 
doing the wrong thing. There were times Peter really messed up (e.g., 
denying Jesus 3 times the night He was arrested). But there were also 
times Peter really got it right, like when Jesus asked His disciples who 
did they say He was. Peter replied,  “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matthew 16:16). In fact, it was Peter who got to preach 

the very first Gospel sermon in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (see 
Acts 2:14-36). Peter was not perfect, but he wanted to do right—and 
in the end I believe he was an incredible asset to the Kingdom.

Likewise, I am not perfect. But with each passing day, my aim is 
to be a little more Christ-like than the day before. I desperately want 
to do what I can to grow His Kingdom. Sometimes I hit the mark, 
and sometimes I fall short. Each week I try to shape myself around 
the fruits of the spirit (love, joy peace patience kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control [Galatians 5:22-23]). Some 
weeks I make really good advances, other weeks it feels like I take a 
step backwards. The important thing is I never stopping striving for 
that goal. No, I won’t be perfect—but I won’t let that stop me from 
striving. Because at the end of the day, I know the blood of Christ 
makes me perfect in the eyes of God!

Hopefully this helps explain my expectations of you. I don’t expect 
perfect children. We all know that is not going to happen.    I also 
don’t want you to feel like you are on “display” and that all of your 
training is just for show. No, what I desire is a heart in you that wants 
to be more Christ-like with each passing day. I want you to be more 
holy five years from now than you are today. I want your thoughts and 
words to be more Christ-like in a decade than they are right now. I 
want you to possess an internal drive to be better with each passing 
day. If you possess that drive, the rest will take care of itself.

No, I’m not Superman. I’m sorry to disappoint you. But I can share 
with you about a person Who really was a super Man. His name is 
Jesus. s

T H I N K  |  A P R I L  2 0 1 7    31   

Brad Harrub, Ph.D.
Heart of the Matter

Love, Dad

imperfection

☺
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