
BIG
$3.95

JANUARY 2017

CURRENT ISSUES FROM A DISTINCTLY CHRISTIAN VIEW

THINK BIGGER ABOUT 
PERSONAL GROWTH

Page 18

GOD 
IS 
ON 

OUR 
SIDE



“�Commit�your�works�to�the�Lord,�
And�your�thoughts�will�be�established.”��
�
–�Proverbs�16:3



T H I N K  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7    3

Forgetting How To Blush
JERRY GROVES

Pray Bigger Prayers
JACK WILKIE

Think Bigger About  
Personal Growth
DEAN MEADOWS

Choosing the Good Part
TERESA STRICKLER

Thinking Bigger About How 
We Use Social Media
JACK DODGEN

Thinking Bigger As A Church
COREY SAWYER

features

departments

in this issue

 5 FROM THE EDITORS 

 6 FEEDBACK

 7 SOUL FOOD / BILLY R. DAVIS

 8 NOT A STATISTIC / SAVANNAH COTTRELL

 9 WELLSPRING / TERESA HAMPTON

26  SANCTIFIED FOR LIFE / MECHELLE BISHOP

29  DAILY WALK / JOHNNY O. TRAIL

31  HEART OF THE MATTER / BRAD HARRUB

12

18

24

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7

10
12
18
20
22
22

PAGE 14

PAGE 16

“�Commit�your�works�to�the�Lord,�
And�your�thoughts�will�be�established.”��
�
–�Proverbs�16:3



Resolve to contribute personally,  
as a family, as a Sunday school class,  
or as a congregation to the important,  

ongoing work at Focus Press.

We are a tax-deductible non-profit 501(c)3 dependent on your donations. 
Donate online at www.focuspress.org/donations

DONATE

NOW IS 
THE TIME!



The Exodus was complete. The Law had been given by God at 
Sinai. The people of Israel were finally ready to enter the land that 
God had promised their father Abraham hundreds of years earlier. At 
God’s commandment, Moses sent a spy from each tribe (twelve in 
all) to look over the land before Israel invaded. 

We all know where the story went from there. That generation of 
Israelites never made that invasion into the land of Canaan,

We can make excuses. The ten spies gave the people all the 
excuses they needed to decide that they would give up the dream 
of entering the land. But when God gives us a commandment, He’s 
looking for our obedience, not our excuses. Results are in His hands 
not ours, and that’s why He doesn’t take it lightly when His com-
mands are met with excuses. He was so angered by the people that 
He threatened to destroy all of them before settling on banning the 
faithless generation from the promised land, forcing them to wander 
for forty years instead. Excuses are the easy way out, sure, but they’re 
never the right way out.

We can walk by faith. Notice Joshua and Caleb’s appeal to 
the people in Numbers 14:8-9. They didn’t appeal to their nation’s 
strength, tactical genius, or any other human talent. They reminded 
the people that if they went into the land with God on their side, they 
would have nothing to worry about. That’s the attitude we have to 
have when faced with spiritual challenges. “If God is for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

The difference between the two sides is life-changing, and yet, 
at the heart of the issue, it’s an incredibly simple difference. The ten 
spies weighed the task before them against their own limitations. 
They were too small to succeed, mere grasshoppers in the sight of 
such mighty people. Joshua and Caleb, on the other hand, viewed 
the challenge in light of God’s limitations. They knew that He doesn’t 
have any, and if He promised them the victory, they’d have the victory. 

When you and I look at our spiritual lives, which response are we 
giving? When we know we should grow spiritually, are we making 
excuses (too busy, don’t know enough, that’s the preacher’s job) 
based on our own limitations, or are we trusting that God will bless 
us if we obey His commandments? What about the call to evangelize? 
Do we fall back on the same old lines like “I’m not good at it,” or 
“People just don’t want to hear about Jesus anymore”? It’s time to 
think bigger. We serve a God who can accomplish the impossible. 
He’s given us His Word to show what He wants from us, and this 
all-powerful God is on our side, promising to carry us through if we 
keep our faith in Him.

That’s what we want to examine in this issue—thinking bigger 
by trusting God’s power and not our own. We want to call congre-
gations and individual Christians to start building our goals and our 
efforts on His power rather than our own abilities. We hope you’ll take  
up the challenge with us, and as always, we hope you’ll Think on 
these things. s
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Our church families have people who are hurting. We have people who are still 
grieving long after the meals and flowers have faded. We have people suffering from 
broken families. We have people who sit in our auditoriums with so much physical pain 
they can hardly focus their minds on the worship service. We have individuals who are 
battling mental illness—a silent epidemic that affects many families in our congrega-
tions, but is rarely mentioned. We have people who have lost their jobs and identity, and 
now struggle to keep their head above water as bills continue to overwhelm them. We 
have people silently struggling each month with infertility, and as each month passes 
by, the stress and tension in their marriages increases. We have members who have 
children who have left the faith—and the parents cry themselves to sleep each night 
wondering what can be done to save their children.

Several months ago, I began a “real” class about some of these issues at my home 
congregation. It became obvious really quickly that my own church family was dealing 
with a lot of pain and suffering. My question is what are we doing about it? What is your 
congregation actively doing to weep with those who weep (Romans 12:15)? How do 
we get beyond answering, “I’m fine” in the church hallways and go about truly helping 
one another heal? Let me challenge you to look for ways to actively address the “real” 
pain that is going on in your church family. BH s

www.focuspressblog.com

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are  
taken from the New King James Version.®  
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Olivia
Please use the enclosed $5.00 to further the Kingdom. However, as I am without a job 

and am only eleven years old, this may be all I can do at this time.
P.S. If you are within the borders of Oklahoma, you and anyone with whom you travel 

are invited to dinner.

Stacy B.
Our preacher just posted your article “Think before you like.” I appreciate what you have 

said. It is so true. I am a middle school teacher/librarian in public school and it is appalling 
what I hear coming from these students and the pictures they put on social media. … even 
the “good” ones from “good families.” I know they tone it down around me because they 
know I am a Christian as well as a teacher, but even some of the adults are startling.

Thank you for expressing these thoughts and allowing them to be shared. If I found it on 
a Facebook page, I would send a Like and I do that VERY sparingly.

F. Reves
Thank you for addressing the problem of pornography. I have personally watched this 

problem tear up two families in my congregation. It is the problem that everyone knows is 
present but no one will talk about. I appreciate your willingness to confront this issue head on.

Keep up the good work!

Anonymous
God bless you in your work and the effort it takes to keep things going. I understand the 

challenges as I work for foster care agency of the church of Christ here in Colorado.
Thank you for the work you do. 

E. Russell
May God continue to bless you in your great work. In God for the Glory.

N. Witt 
God bless you all in the wonderful work you do. s



Hey, here’s a radical thought to ring in the New Year: Make a 
resolution to stop making new year’s resolutions! Why take 
this tact? Because it will be a lot easier on all the “fired up folks” 
who start their weight-loss journey, only to take a severe detour on 
Valentine’s Day … And to those who solemnly affirm that they will 
never smoke again who end up repeating the same unhealthy behav-
ior when they need “a moment” or just need this one more puff to 
get them “over the hump.” The list goes on and on, doesn’t it? High 
priced gym equipment will turn into clothes racks before the year 
ends, but we are going to stick with those “resolutions” if it’s the 
last thing we do! We must stop the madness! And here is a sure-fire 
way to do it: Transition from New Year’s Resolutions to New Life 
Resolutions. In other words, when you realize that a change should 
and must be made in your attitude, lifestyle, personality, or behavior, 
address it right then and there! While this appears simple in 
construct, it is profound in practice. Why? Because most of us would 
rather “compromise than change.” We often generate innumerable 
reasons as to why we can’t do something as opposed to why we 
should. Consequently, the cycle of excuse-making and failing to 
change continues … . However, the key to making lasting change is 
tied to where we chose to break our alabaster box!

The riveting story surrounding this powerful truth is found in  
Mark 14:3-9:

While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and 
reclining at the table, there came a woman with an alabaster 
vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the 
vial and poured it over His head. But some were indignantly 
remarking to one another, “Why has this perfume been 
wasted? For this perfume might have been sold for over three 
hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they 
were scolding her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you 
bother her? She has done a good deed to Me. For you always 
have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do 
good to them; but you do not always have Me. She has done 
what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for 
the burial. Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached 
in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be 
spoken of in memory of her” (NASB).

This nameless woman brought the most precious possession she 
owned and poured it on Jesus. During New Testament times, women 
would go to great lengths to save this precious ointment for their wed-
ding day. The vial and the ointment were precious and represented the 
best that they could bring to the relationship. In one timeless moment, 
she demonstrated once and for all that Jesus was worthy of the best 
she had to offer. She broke her alabaster box willingly, openly, and 

shamelessly. At that moment, she communicated/demonstrated her 
love, respect, adoration, and commitment to Jesus in the best way 
she knew how. 

When bold, courageous, and unprecedented steps such as these 
are taken, they are misconstrued, misunderstood, and mispresented 
just as they were in this Biblical narrative. The “Monday-morning 
quarterbacks” and carnal-minded commentators levied charges/
allegations that were unfounded and unwarranted. These individuals 
viewed her actions through carnal/worldly eyes, just as people will 
do today. They maligned her actions and attempted to point out a 
better way that she could have utilized her alabaster box. Imagine 
that, telling her to find something or someone better to shower her 
blessing than on Jesus!

Jesus’ comments served as a cautionary tale to the listeners on 
that occasion as well as to you and to me. The truth of the matter 
is that Jesus is the ultimate place to break/release your alabaster 
box! He has earned the right to receive the absolute best of all that 
we have, are, and hope to become. When we make the conscious 
decision to follow the powerful example of this woman, we too will 
be blessed.  

The final question that you must consider along these lines is this: 
When should we break our alabaster box on Jesus? It is the 
pivotal question that haunts all of us. While we know that we should 
do better, live better, give more, serve others rather than ourselves, 
give more attention to spiritual matters, love our spouses and children 
more, become active/effective members in the body of Christ, we 
have a tendency to put it off. That must stop, and it must stop today! 
When should you break your alabaster box on Jesus? Today!  
You see, now is the only time that we have! When we incorporate 
this sense of urgency in our lives, we can embrace the New Life’s 
Resolution perspective that will allow us to live closer to Jesus 
than we ever dared in the past.  

Breaking your alabaster box on Jesus means that you are going 
to honor Him with all that you have, all that you are, and all that you 
hope to become. It means that you are going to obey His Gospel  
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 6:1-6) and allow the Lord to add you 
to His church (Acts 2:47) which can be found in the Scriptures with 
a Bible address (Romans 16:16). And you certainly can expect the 
critics, nay-sayers, and carnal-minded commentators to misconstrue, 
misunderstand, and misrepresent your actions. But none of those 
things will matter. Because in the final round-up of human affairs, if 
you break your alabaster box on anything or anyone other than Jesus, 
you fail to make the proper eternal investment. And when should 
that investment be made? That’s right, today! Break your alabas-
ter box on Jesus and commit to a New Life’s Resolution—TODAY! s

Bon appétit!
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HAPPY NEW YOU!
BTAB: A NEW LIFE’S 
RESOLUTION!



Attending worship is important to us as Christians. We place the 
utmost reverence upon worshipping God in spirit and in truth, and 
rightly so, since it’s commanded in Scripture. But what about the hour 
before or after your worship service: Bible class?

Now, we don’t have specific designated “Bible class” hours out-
lined in Scripture. However, we have plenty of sermons, and we have 
plenty of opportunities where men—including Jesus Himself—taught 
crowds about God’s truth as shown in Scripture.

But no matter who you are, what you do, or how old you are, you 
can get a lot out of your Bible class. 

How do you do so?
Let’s talk about that.

Bring your Bible
Bringing your Bible is generally a good idea when you attend ser-

vices, but bringing a copy of God’s Word with you—whether that’s a 
physical copy or a Bible app on your phone or tablet—is more than 
just checking a box off a Christian checklist.

Bible class is a great jumping-off point for your study in God’s 
Word. Having a teacher and fellow Christians with you to study Scrip-
ture together can help you greatly as a Christian, especially when 
you’re approaching a certain passage or a book in the Bible for the 
first time. 

Bringing our Bible also helps us as Christians ask questions about 
specific passages that we’ve been trying to figure out on our own. 
Though it wasn’t in a “class setting,” per se, the Ethiopian eunuch 
brought a passage he didn’t understand before Philip, an apostle 
(Acts 8:26-40). Not only did Philip help him and encourage him, but 
he helped him to the point where the eunuch immediately wanted to 
be baptized. 

Speaking of asking questions …

Engage in discussion
Bible class is a great way to not only listen to a teacher who’s 

studied diligently to present His Word to you and learn it together in 

new ways, but it’s also a great way to get questions answered and 
learn something brand-new about the God we serve, whether you’re 
a new Christian or have believed since you were little.

How do you engage in class? You can first engage by listening. 
That’s what Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus, did when Jesus came 
to town with His disciples … and she was praised for it because the 
time was right for her to do so and it would “not be taken away from 
her” (Luke 10:42). Beyond that, it’s a good idea to ask questions. No 
question is silly in Bible class; Christians are in Bible class to learn, 
no matter where they are in their faith. Plus, if what a teacher says 
contradicts Scripture, it’s always good to check the Scripture yourself 
and ask about it, even if you ask your teacher after Bible class (1 
John 4:1).

There’s also another way to engage in class that’s actually been 
extremely helpful for me personally in my faith …

Take notes
This is a habit that I personally have taken up in just the past five 

years or so, during my sophomore year of college. I started taking 
notes during sermons and Bible classes not because I was required 
to, but because I saw fellow students who I attended church with 
doing it, and I wanted to join in.

Now, I get excited when I see kids at my congregation taking notes 
together instead of just sitting there and squirming or whispering to 
one another. I’m thrilled that they are learning to appreciate God’s 
Word at such a young age, and it’s a great example for the littler 
ones, too.

I understand, though, that taking notes may not be for everyone. 
But I encourage you to consider giving note-taking a try during your 
next worship service and Bible class.

No matter how you look at it, Bible class should be important to 
us. We are able to learn from His Word, ask about it, and study it 
with our church family. It’s a unique time set aside by the elders of 
our respective congregations to really get to know the God we serve, 
no matter how young or old we are. Let’s not take it for granted. s
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How to Get More Out of Bible Class



One day, my friend, June, said she needed a new Bible. She held 
up her old Bible and talked with fondness about its familiar pages 
with notes, and how hard it would be to part with it. In her distinctly 
British accent, she said, “This Bible has been with me a long time. 
Why, it has had potato soup on every page and still survived!” She 
began to explain. 

She had prepared homemade potato soup for a potluck fellowship 
dinner. The soup went perfectly in her new crockpot, one with a 
secure travel lid. Guaranteed. No leaks. No spills. After gently setting 
the crockpot in the front passenger floor of her brand new Mercedes, 
she laid her Bible in the front passenger seat. And off she went to the 
church building! June didn’t anticipate the car in front of her stopping 
so suddenly. She hit the brakes and, thankfully stopped without a 
collision. But potato soup went everywhere! It was on the floor, on the 
windows, in every nook, cranny, and car vent. Potato soup was even 
on her Bible. In fact, it was on every page! So much for guarantees. 
We laughed together as she told this story.

I looked more appreciatively at her Bible, and observed a few 
things. It appeared to be well used. The leather binding was worn 
down and frayed on the edges, and its pages were thin from having 
been turned many times. Her Bible reminded me that studying, med-
itating, and putting God’s Word in the heart is vitally important. David 
wrote, “I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways. I 
will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word” (Psalm 
119:15-16). 

June’s Bible was one of her treasures. Because it was so pre-
cious, she didn’t want to part with it. This reminded me that above 

all books, I should consider God’s Word a precious treasure. The 
Bible is, in fact, the mind of God written in human language. In it God 
reveals Himself—His attributes, long-suffering, mercy, grace, and His 
desire for reciprocated love. It guides, consoles, instructs, rebukes, 
inspires, motivates, pricks the heart, warns, and much more! Most 
importantly, it reveals God’s great love expressed in the sacrifice of 
His Son, and His will for all men and women to be saved. David said, 
“I love your commandments more than gold, yes than fine gold!” 
(Psalm 119:127). 

June’s Bible had seen better days, but it was still in rather good 
condition, especially having survived the incident with the soup. This 
was another reminder that God’s Word survives the worst conditions, 
and likewise, those who cling to it will survive.“The righteousness of 
Your testimonies is everlasting; give me understanding and I shall 
live” (Psalm 119:144). 

My friend’s Bible had certainly stood the test of time and constant 
use. It was actually quite a testimony to its user … and an amazing 
testimony to the Book! s

Today’s verse: But you must continue in the things which you 
have learned and been assured of … and that from childhood you 
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work (2 Timothy 3:14-17). 
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Thus says the Lord, “‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty 
man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast 
of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 
9:23-24).

God was speaking through His prophet Jeremiah to a people who had lost their way and 
were lost in their sins, in which, “The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule on their 
own authority; and My people love it so” (Jeremiah 5:31)! The people had been warned to 
repent from their wickedness, but they refused. Idolatry was a family affair: “The children 
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes 
for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods in order to spite 
Me” (Jeremiah 7:18). They even burned their children in the fire, sacrificing them in pagan 
rituals (Jeremiah 7:30). The false prophets were “preaching peace, peace but there was no 
peace,” but rather the wrath of God was barreling down on Judah, a nation that had become 
so wicked that they had forgotten how to be ashamed of their sins.

“Were they ashamed because of the abomination they had done?

They certainly were not ashamed,

And they did not know how to blush;

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;

At the time of their punishment they shall be brought down,”

Says the Lord 

(Jeremiah 8:12).

There was no help for Judah, for they 
were so entrenched in wickedness, and, if 
they remained on their present course, they 
were beyond healing. Jeremiah lamented, 
“Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no phy-
sician there? Why then has not the health of 
the daughter of my people been restored?” 
(Jeremiah 8:22). It had gotten so bad that 
God commanded Jeremiah not to pray for 
the people. “As for you, do not pray for this 
people, and do not lift up cry or prayer for 
them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do 
not hear you” (Jeremiah 7:16). What a terrible 
situation to be in: steeped in sin, and refusing 
to turn back to God. It was within this context 
that we read Jeremiah 9:23-24.

What do we trust in? To whom are we 
listening? And where are they leading us? 
Has sin become so interwoven into the fabric 
of our country that we don’t give it a second 
thought? Sexual sin, greed, lying, gossip, and 
slander are all the rage of much of our tele-
vision programs. Murder goes without justice 
as over fifty million babies have been aborted 
in America alone. Yet the false prophets cry 
“peace, peace, but there is no peace.”

Are we so busy chasing the faded brass 
ring of secular accomplishments that we have 
put God on the back burner? Do we live care-
less lives throughout the week, then run to 
worship on the weekend, chanting, “This is 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord like Judah did, without 
amending our ways?” (Jeremiah 7:4-5).

Lord, help us see our frailties and repent, 
let us recognize our shortcomings and return, 
and let us admit our ambivalence and run back 
to you with all our hearts. For God’s mercy has 
limits, and His justice must be met. He will not 
be disrespected forever or overlook abomi-
nations, but will punish evildoers, including 
our country and sin in the church. Have we 
forgotten how to blush? It’s time to repent. s

JERRY GROVES
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There is no question of greater importance 

than whether or not God exists. If there is a 
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Imagine owning a world-class car–a Fer-
rari, Lamborghini, or the like. Having never 
driven one myself, I can only wonder what it’s 
like to put your foot to the gas pedal and feel 
the power of that engine as it revs up to the 
speed limit (but no faster, of course) on the 
open highway in seconds flat. Now imagine 
having a car like that … and only using it to 
drive back and forth from your house to the 
Walmart and your bank a couple of miles away 
once or twice a week. As nice of a ride as I’m 
sure that would be, that would be an incredi-
ble waste of that car’s abilities to simply limit 
it to 30-mile-per-hour, stop-and-go driving. 

If you ask me, that’s exactly what we often 
do with our prayers.

We serve a God who spoke the universe 
into existence, flooded the entire earth, parted 
the Red Sea, brought people back from the 
dead, healed blindness, and the list goes on 
… and yet so many of our prayers are limited 
to “help the sick, keep us safe, fulfill our basic 
needs.” Do you think we set limits on God with 
our prayers? Do you think there’s a lot of room 
to think bigger with our prayers? 

That’s not to say that it’s wrong to pray 
for those basic needs. In fact, it’s completely 
Biblical. James 5:14 talks about prayers for 
the sick, and Jesus mentioned, “Give us this 
day our daily bread” in what we call the Lord’s 
prayer (Matthew 6:11). But that’s the same 
issue as using the Ferrari to run errands. 
There’s nothing wrong with that, and it’s a 
legitimate usage of the car. But if that’s all 
you’re using it for, you’re letting so much of 
its potential go to waste. The same is true 
with our prayers. If all we use them for are 
the basic needs, we’re wasting the potential 
God has given us. As we rethink our prayers, 
consider some of the prayers we see in Scrip-
ture. Notice what kind of things Jesus, Paul, 
and James prayed for.

Unity
In preparing to leave His apostles, Jesus 

prayed for them in John 17. He prayed for 
their sanctification and that they would know 
God, but He especially prayed for their unity. 
Why? Because they would be going into a 
world which hated them. Their unity would 
help them remain strong, and it would be a 
witness to the world of the love that they had 
for each other. But if they had fallen apart and 
had started fighting each other rather than the 

sins of the world, their testimony would’ve been greatly damaged. Like Jesus, we should be 
praying that the church would be one in love, doctrine, and mission.

Freedom from sin
In that same prayer in John 17, Jesus said that He didn’t want His followers taken out of 

the world, just that the Father would “keep them from the evil one.” Do you know someone 
who is wavering in their faith or dealing with persistent temptations? Pray that God would 
shield them from the evil one. Pray that God would “deliver them not into temptation” as Jesus 
similarly prayed in Matthew 6:13. Though it’s not assigned a specific part of the armor, prayer 
is also listed in Ephesians 6:18 as part of our defense against Satan. Whether you’re fighting 
for your life against a particular sin or you’re in a season where Satan has fled from you, sin 
can attack at any moment. 1 Corinthians 10:12 reminds us that we should take heed when 
we think we’re standing, lest we fall. For that reason, we should be in constant prayer that 
God would keep sin far from us, and we should be praying the same for our Christian brethren. 

Wisdom
One of the greatest promises in the Bible comes from the first chapter of James’ epistle. 

In talking about the “various trials” that we encounter in life, James assures the reader that if 
we simply ask God for wisdom in handling what life throws our way, He will grant that wisdom. 
In fact, if we ask in faith, we’re told that God will grant that wisdom liberally, or generously. 
No, He’s not going to save us from all of life’s hardships and difficult situations, but He has 
made it clear that He will give us the wisdom we need in those situations, and that should 
be a great comfort to every Christian. Let’s make sure we’re praying for wisdom with the full 
assurance of faith that He will make good on His promise. 

Knowledge of God
Paul shared two prayers in the book of Ephesians, both with the desire that the Ephesian 

Christians would truly know and understand who God is and what He has done. The first, 
starting in Ephesians 1:15, expresses the apostle’s desire that they would “know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe.” The more we truly understand 
what God has promised those who believe, the easier it is to abandon worldliness and the 
distractions and desires that are all around us. Paul didn’t just want them to know about God 
or about some checklist that they needed to follow to get to Heaven. He wanted them to truly 
know how great a Father He is to all those He claims as children. 

The second prayer begins in Ephesians 3:15. There Paul prayed for their strengthening 
through Christ dwelling in their hearts through faith, and that they would be able to grasp the 
love of Christ which passes all knowledge. Again we see Paul’s desire for his readers to have a 
true understanding of who God is and that their faith would be bolstered by that understanding. 

Read through Paul’s epistles, and in each of his prayers, you’ll notice that he was always 
praying for things like these, related to the spiritual growth of his readers but also specifically 
targeted at what each audience needed in their growth. We need to follow that example. As 
mentioned above, it’s a perfectly good thing do when we pray through our congregations’ 
sick lists, but don’t forget to pray for your congregation’s spiritual growth, too—both as a 
whole and as individuals. The content of our prayers reveal whether we’re thinking eternally, 
or just physically. Like getting that high-end vehicle out on the open road, to make true use of 
the power of prayer that God has given us we have to follow in Paul’s example here, digging 
deeper and deeper with our prayers to request that which is eternally important. 

It’s always incredibly encouraging to me to hear someone pray a prayer like those we read 
in the Scriptures. It’s also a challenge to me to do better. I know I need to think bigger in my 
goals as a Christian, and part of that includes praying bigger prayers. Let’s not limit God just 
to the physical. Let’s open our hearts and minds through prayer and truly see what He can 
do to transform us, the church, and the world from the inside out. s
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Is there anything you are afraid of? The 
dark, spiders, storms, or maybe even 
someone who is much bigger than 
you? I can think of one young man 
in the Bible who had to fight a VERY 
large man. Do you know his name? 
If you said David, then that would 
be correct! One thing I admire about 
young David is that he wasn’t afraid 
of facing Goliath. I think I would 
have been scared; how about you? 
Let’s take a look at what David was 
going up against …

“Then Goliath, a Philistine cham-
pion from Gath, came out of the 
Philistine ranks to face the forces of 
Israel. He was over nine feet tall! He 
wore a bronze helmet, and his bronze 
coat of armor weighed 125 pounds. He 
also wore bronze leg armor, and he car-
ried a bronze javelin on his shoulder. The 
shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick 
as a weaver’s beam, tipped with an iron 
spearhead that weighed 15 pounds. His 
armor bearer walked ahead of him carry-
ing a shield” (1 Samuel 17:4-7).

Goliath sounds pretty terrifying to me. 
So what do you think David did to chase 
away all fear and stand strong to fight this 
giant? 

He had faith in God. 
Do you know what it means to have 

faith? It means to have complete trust in 
someone or something. Can you think of 

anyone else in the Bible who had lots of 
faith? There is a whole list of people men-
tioned in Hebrews chapter 11, and guess 
what? King David is one of them!

Before David even went up against 
Goliath, he knew with full faith that God 
would protect him and keep him safe. 

“The Lord who rescued me from the 
paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 
rescue me from the hand of this Philistine” 
(vs. 37).

There are going to be lots of times in 
your lives when you are afraid, but if we 
trust that God will take care of us, things 
that made us so afraid, often don’t seem 
so scary anymore. David learned this 
lesson lots of times when he faced lions 

and bears while protecting his sheep, 
when he faced Goliath, and when 

he was running away from King 
Saul later on in his life. It was 
something that he wanted to 
make sure his son King Solomon 
learned as well. 

“Then David said to his son 
Solomon, ‘Be strong and cou-
rageous, and act; do not fear 
nor be dismayed, for the Lord 
God, my God, is with you. He 
will not fail you nor forsake  
you …’” (1 Chronicles 28:20).

If God could take care of 
David and protect him form a 
giant, I am positive that, if you 

trust Him, He will protect you too. 
That doesn’t mean bad things won’t 
happen sometimes, but God will give us 
the strength to get through them. 

“The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).

So next time you are afraid, go to God 
and ask Him to help you. Even if that 
means asking Him to give you the courage 
to squash that spider or not be afraid of 
the dark. Pray to Him and He will deliver 
you.

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because 
He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

FEARLESS
ANNIE WILKINSON
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CONFIDENCE 

DAVID 

FAITH

GIANT 

GOLIATH 

KING

SLINGSHOT 

SOLOMON 

TRUST

WARRIOR  

Question of the Month 
What is something you love about your brother or sister?  
If you don’t have siblings, what is something you love  

about your parents or grandparents? 

WORD SEARCH

Challenge of the Month 

Reach out to the elderly at church. Give them hugs,  
ask how they’re doing, see if there is anything you can do to help them,  

and tell them how much you love them. 



SAVANNAH COTTRELL
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David fought overwhelming odds with 

Goliath. The Bible makes sure we know that; 

Goliath was the fiercest giant the Philistines 

had in their camp, and all the Israelites— 

including King Saul—were afraid (1 Samuel 

17:11). There was no one to match Goliath in 

size and strength in their camp.

There was also fear for David. As soon as 

David stepped forward to volunteer to fight 

Goliath, Saul immediately discouraged him, 

saying, “You are not able to go against this 

Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a 

youth, and he has been a man of war from his 

youth” (1 Samuel 17:33).

So, how did David respond? And what 

action did he take? For now, let’s hold that 

thought, and raise another question: How does 

this have to do with peer pressure?

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines 

peer pressure as “a feeling that one must 

do the same things as other people of one’s 

age and social group in order to be liked or 

respected by them.” Have you heard the acro-

nym “FOMO,” spelled out as “fear of missing 

out”? It’s the same idea; it’s the pressure to 

do things that may go against God’s Word, but 

it looks cool because everyone else is doing it.

When I was in high school, I can remember 

walking through the hallway trying to find a 

spot to study. Some of the students would also 

be sitting on the hard tile floor just to finish 

some last-minute homework. But regardless 

of what we did, we would sit in the hallway 

until the classroom opened.

One particular day, I had a fellow classmate 

stop me in the hallway. “Hey,” she’d asked, 

“Did you finish your homework last night?”

“Yes?” I said, wondering what she was 

getting at.

“Can I see your answers?”

Now, I was taken aback by this. I knew 

cheating was bad, and I always knew that it 

was bad to cheat on tests or anything else. 

But I’d never seen so many people with blank 

worksheets copying answers off those who’d 

actually done their homework. My fellow 

classmates in the hallway were doing the 

exact thing my friend asked of me. It was 

unnerving, and I didn’t like it one bit. So, I told 

her straight up, “I don’t want to cheat.”

She immediately started backpedaling to 

cover her tracks. “I’m not cheating!”

I still didn’t let her look at my paper.

Now, let’s analyze the story. My friend was 

wanting to take the easy way out of a home-

work assignment. I had already completed 

my homework, and therefore completed the 

assignment the way it was supposed to be 

completed: with actual work.

Before you say, “Oh, cheating’s not that 

big of a deal; everyone is doing it,” let me 

explain something to you. The Bible takes 

lying very seriously (see Acts 5:1-11 and 

Revelation 21:8). Think about what cheating 

involves: lying about actually doing work by 

way of copying someone who actually did 

work or studied. Not only is that bad accord-

ing to your school handbook, but because it’s 

lying, it goes against God.

But here’s the good news: God is bigger 

than your peer pressure.

The more you stand up for yourself, and in 

turn, your faith in God and His Word, the easier 

it will get to do so. And you can rest assured 

in the fact that God’s strength will help you be 

strong in the face of the pressure to sin.

This brings us back to David. What did he 

do?

In spite of his youth, in spite of the odds 

against him, he told Saul, “The Lord, who 

delivered me from the paw of the lion and from 

the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from 

the hand of this Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:37). 

In other words, he told Saul that God helped 

him before; He will help him again.

And help He did. He gave David the 

strength to defeat Goliath with only five 

stones, a sling, and a final blow with a sword 

(1 Samuel 17:48-51) .

So, remember, God is bigger than your 

peer pressure. He’s bigger than anything you 

will face, big or small.

God Is Bigger Than 
Your Peer Pressure
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This Month’s Hashtag
 #GodIsBigger

This month, we challenge you to post this hashtag as a status update on your social media. You can say how 
#GodIsBigger in your life, or you can just post #GodIsBigger, because He is, and always will be.

Discussion Questions
Have you experienced peer pressure? If so, what?

What do you do when someone pressures you into doing something that goes against God’s Word?

How can you stand up for others who are being pressured?
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THINK 
BIGGER 
ABOUT 
PERSONAL
GROWTH

DEAN MEADOWS



what about waking up an hour earlier to study and have alone time with God in prayer? Maybe 
you’re a night owl and like to stay up at night, what about setting aside the hour before you 
go to bed to study and communicate with God? Doing gets us in the habit of meeting with 
God in study and talking to God in prayer. 

Set a definite time for family discussions.  
As families, we talk about everything! We will talk for hours about sports, weather, school, 

work, clothes, politics, technology; you name it, we usually talk about it. How often do we sit 
down and ask questions about Scripture, share our fears, doubts, joys, answered prayers, 
or in general discuss God as a family? If not, why not?  What if, as families, we set aside an 
extra night or two during the week, relieved ourselves of technology, and discussed God? In 
my ten years of ministry, I’ve noticed the families that are the strongest spiritually talk about 
God regularly within their homes. Once we’ve decided to set a definite time for study and 
prayer and set side time for family discussion about God, make sure that we stick to the 
schedule as close as possible. Doing so allows a personal and family dynamic that allows 
for spiritual growth. 

Take your study to new heights
One of the ways we grow spiritually is through our study. But what qualifies as studying? 

Sometimes we hear our preachers say, “Read one paragraph or chapter a day.” Does that 
really qualify as studying? While reading is needed in order to study, do we mark key words and 
phrases, do we look into the cultural context of the time? Do we perform word studies? When 
we find out that Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and imprint of God’s nature (Hebrews 
1:3), does it impact how we read Philippians 2, in which Christ humbled Himself as a servant 
to the point of death on a cross?  Given such information, do we write out our thoughts about 
how the fitting of Hebrews 1:3 and Philippians 2 impact us personally towards God and the 
relationships around us? Furthermore, what is our studying based on? Do we simply study to 
grow in intellectual knowledge and accumulate facts about God, or do we study so that we 
can intimately know Him on a deeper, personal level? 

Thus, how we study and why we study are directly related to whether or not we are grow-
ing spiritually. By implementing these specific study habits, we can rid ourselves of the lost 
feeling when we don’t know how to approach studying God’s Word. When we don’t feel lost 
regarding our study, we won’t feel lost in our relationship with God. 

Get out of your comfort zone
Personally, one aspect of ministry which is always present is my ability to observe the 

growth of people. The people who get out of their comfort zone the most grow the most. In 
thinking bigger about personal growth, we need to stretch ourselves not just in study habits, 
prayer, and family time, but also in tearing down the walls of our comfort zone. 

So many of us (myself included) get nervous or frightened about displacing our comfort, 
and understandably so; besides, the most secure thing we have is our security in our comfort. 
Yet, Christ calls His people into abandoning comfort in order to call people to Him. Hence, we 
should rid our minds of the idea that, when it comes to community activities, mission trips, 
calls, visits, sending cards, “Those are the preacher’s duties.” This couldn’t be further from the 
truth. Acts 2 demonstrates that the early church lived and breathed unity through community. 
When was the last time you visited the sick, sent a card, or sought to establish a relationship 
with someone in your congregation that you don’t know very well? When was the last time 
you participated in a community event or taught a class on Sunday morning? Have you had 
any Bible studies lately or invited people who look nothing like you into your home? What has 
always boggled my mind is that Jesus put Himself in uncomfortable circumstances because 
He loved people. Yet, the people who looked the most like Jesus despised Jesus, and people 
who looked nothing like Jesus loved Him. 

While these suggestions aren’t an ironclad list, they will, no doubt help us all think bigger 
about personal growth. When we grow, the church grows, and, when the church grows, 
God’s name is magnified. The closer we get to the King the broader the borders grow of the 
Kingdom. So this year, if you make one resolution, implement these tips for personal growth 
and see how much closer you become to God. s

Make the Prince of Peace  
the priority

I know this sounds a little cliché, but the 
number one reason most of us fail to grow 
closer to God stems from misappropriating 
our time. In a world where time = money, 
God is often pushed out of our lives and is 
views as more as a casual acquaintance 
rather than the sustainer and creator of the 
universe. Would this approach work with any 
of our relationships? How healthy would a 
marriage be if husbands prioritized everything 
before their wives, thinking a couple hours a 
week is would be enough to satisfy the time, 
depth, and dedication needed for the mar-
riage to thrive? If we are the bride of Christ, 
what are our priorities? If we find ourselves 
distant from God, what idols are we placing 
on the throne of our hearts? Is it possible 
we are seeking an open marriage with God, 
where we think it is okay to flirt or even date 
other gods, all the while expecting God to be 
happy with the leftovers? Here are some tips 
for setting priorities: 

Set a definite time for study 
and prayer. 

Time is something that is fast moving and 
in high demand. One way we can all grow 
closer to God is set definite times in which we 
sit down and study and pray during the week. 
Do we have a set time in which we study and 
pray outside of Sunday and Wednesday? If 
not, we aren’t generating an environment 
conducive to personal growth. Maybe you’re 
a morning person, and wake up at 6:00 a.m., 
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One of the biggest New Year’s resolutions 
made each year is the desire to get in shape. 
How often do we see people posting picture of 
themselves in the gym the first week of Jan-
uary, proclaiming, “New Year, New Me.” Yet, 
six weeks later, they’re no longer in the gym, 
but they’re still paying the $20.00 a month, on 
a yearly contract they’re locked into. I wonder 
how many people feel that way each year, 
spiritually speaking. I know there have been 
times I’ve stated, “Man, this year I’m going to 
stretch myself and grow spiritually.” Yet, like 
the gym membership, I’ve found myself right 
back where I was a year ago. How many in 
the Lord’s church lay their head down at night 
thinking, “I don’t know what to do? I feel so 
distant from God.” What are the ingredients 
to unlocking a vibrant relationship with God?



“Now as they were traveling along, He 
entered a village; and a woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her home. She 
had a sister called Mary, who was seated 
at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. But 
Martha was distracted with all her prepa-
rations; and she came up to Him and said, 
‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has left 
me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her 
to help me.’ But the Lord answered her and 
said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and bothered about so many things; but only 
one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen 
the good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her” (Luke 10:38-42, NASB).

We women face the continued tempta-
tion to be “worried and bothered about so 
many things,” do we not? It starts when 
we are children with music lessons, sports, 
siblings, homework, entertainment, friends, 
and it never seems to end. As we become 
adults, there are educational choices, friend 
choices, the choice of a mate, and all the 
choices that go with a wedding! It continues 
with the choices of job, home, vehicle, kids 
or not, and, if you choose kids, that begins a 
whole new set of choices, such as diapers, 
feeding alternatives, childcare, on and on. As 
members of Christ’s body, we choose how to 
serve our church families, which Bible classes 
to teach, fellowship activities to participate 
in, ladies’ classes to attend, who we will be 
friends with, who to reach out and encourage, 
how to build up our husband in his service 
to God. We choose when and how to study 
God’s Word and approach Him in prayer.

Every one of these choices includes 
good—one could even say necessary—activ-
ities. The role of the christian woman in her 
personal life, marriage, family, community, 
and church family is a dynamic, ever-chang-
ing one. We have the potential because of 
God-given talents, good health, economic 

stability, and political freedom to positively 
affect many people for the Lord in our lives. 
Bible study reveals that even though there 
were differences in cultures, much the same 
was true of godly women throughout time. In 
the face of these realities this short descrip-
tion of Jesus’ conversation with Martha can 
leave the reader bewildered. If we are choos-
ing these good things, can we be missing the 
good part Jesus spoke of in this conversation?

Another short series of verses provides an 
insight into our question. The apostle John, 
the close friend of Jesus known to many as 
the apostle of love, also gave his “little chil-
dren” instruction on what not to love. Consider 
these verses: “Do not love the world nor the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, 
is not from the Father, but is from the world. 
The world is passing away, and also its lusts; 
but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever” (1 John 2:15-17, NASB).

John warned readers sternly against being 
drawn in and attached to the sensuality avail-
able to all in this life. Whether by the greed of 
gluttony or material gain or sexual perversion 
or selfish ambition for admiration and atten-
tion, the Christian can be led away from doing 
the will of the Father. In general, selfishness 
can pervert our motives, changing what ought 
to be joyful service to God and others into an 
anxious exercise of greed and pretense.

In His instructions to the followers in 
Matthew 6, Jesus addressed righteous and 
unrighteous motives for service. “Beware of 
practicing your righteousness before men to 
be noticed by them; otherwise you have no 
reward with your Father who is in heaven. 
So, when you give to the poor, do not sound 
a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 

they may be honored by men. Truly I say to 
you, they have their reward in full. But when 
you give to the poor, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving will be in secret; and your Father 
who sees what is done in secret will reward 
you. … Whenever you fast, do not put on a 
gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they 
neglect their appearance so that they will be 
noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly 
I say to you, they have their reward in full. 
But you, when you fast, anoint your head and 
wash your face, so that your fasting will not 
be noticed by men, but by your Father who is 
in secret; and your Father who sees what is 
done in secret will reward you. Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal. But store up for yourselves trea-
sures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in 
or steal; for where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. … No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Matthew 6:1-4, 16-21, 24, NASB).

As daughters of our Loving Savior, let us 
reject the temptations Satan continually puts 
in our path to blur our perspectives and draw 
us into worldly living. May we remember the 
best motive for our service in this life is grati-
tude and love to God for all that He has done 
for us. May we prioritize people before things, 
humility before pride, compassion before 
ambition, and God above all. In these things, 
may our lives show that we, like Mary, have 
chosen that “good part” that will not be taken 
from us. s

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STAN-
DARD BIBLE, Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lock-
man Foundation. Used by permission.

TERESA STRICKLER

CHOOSING THE 
GOOD PART
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JACK DODGEN
THINKING BIGGER ABOUT HOW WE USE SOCIAL MEDIA
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As an interactive tool
Social media these days seems to be more 

media than social (unless you count hurling 
insults as being “social”). Still, places like 
Facebook and Twitter were designed with 
conversation in mind. 

In a country that’s becoming increasingly 
more negative and divided, the church should 
be at the forefront of conversation, guiding 
people with wisdom and the words of Christ 
through the trials of life. 

As long as social media is around, we 
have to look for ways to engage in discus-
sion. Weekly, I receive several messages from 
people asking for prayers. Why? Because 
every week I post the question “What can I 
pray about for you today? (Message me)” to 
my Facebook page. This is a simple, yet pro-
found, way to stay involved in the lives of a lot 
of Christians with whom I am friends. 

Let’s take it a step further. How would 
outsider opinions of the church improve if 
every week they saw the Christians who go 
to your congregation post about the beautiful 
singing, or wonderful message preached that 
Sunday? What kind of effect would it have on 
those who do not attend church to see your 
members post on each other’s walls letting 
them know that “I love you, and I am praying 
for you”? 

These little interactions are simple, but 
capable of having a tremendous amount of 
impact, not only for your members, but also 
for those who observe them.

As a teaching tool
Lastly, social media can be used as a tool 

to facilitate learning. This year, my congrega-
tion is going through the daily devotional book 
“Five Minutes with God.” In addition to our 
daily reading and prayer, the preacher and I 
post daily on our Facebook page some addi-
tional thoughts about that day’s devotional. 
This is one simple way to expand the teaching 
outside of Sundays and Wednesdays. 

A lot of preachers I know have to cut 
pieces from their sermons or Bible classes 
due to any number of factors. Why not put that 
extra information online? Think about it, you 
could post on Monday some of the material 
you were unable to cover Sunday morning and 
encourage your congregation to get on and 
continue the study with you. Want to help your 
congregation grow spiritually? This is an easy 
way to accomplish that goal. 

For those that aren’t preachers, why not 
post some of your additional thoughts from 
Sunday’s lesson or from a personal study 

you’re involved in? At the very least, it gets 
people thinking, and, who knows, they may 
just comment and help you in your study. 

There’s no limit to the type of teaching 
that can be done online. Posting video is very 
easy to do these days. What if you (writing 
this to all Christians) filmed yourself giving a 
weekly devotional or praying for your Face-
book friends? Alternatively, you could simply 
use social media as a way to invite others to 
Bible class with you. 

There are a number of ways we can use 
social media to teach others. Some of that teach-
ing comes through our example, and some of it 
comes from spreading what we know. 

Staying Up to Date
The trouble with writing articles about 

social media is that they’re nearly obsolete 
not long after they’re sent to be published. 
The internet is constantly being updated and 
new apps are always in development. One 
thing we cannot do if we want to think bigger 
about social media is settle into a routine. If 
we want to be noticed in an ever changing 
internet world, we have to be ever changing 
in our approach. 

Periscope stands out as a great example 
of this. Periscope was an app that allowed 
you to live-stream yourself onto social media, 
from wherever you had your smart phone. 
For about three months it was all the rage, 
and then it unexpectedly died off. That being 
said, I remember seeing loads of preachers 
and churches using Periscope as a way to 
encourage Christians daily. One group of 
preachers even had what they called a Peri-
scope Gospel Meeting. Christians from all over 
watched, and were encouraged by, a number 
of different preachers from all over the nation. 
That’s the kind of stuff we have to be willing 
to do if we want to reach people and keep 
reaching people with social media. 

When new apps or internet services arise, 
ask yourself “How can we use this in our con-
gregation?” Not everything will have a use, 
and some things that do may not be a good 
fit in your congregation. That’s okay! Just be 
sure that you’re always asking the question 
“Can we use this for God’s glory?”

I strongly believe that this generation 
has been given the internet because we’re 
expected to use it. I believe that it’s capable 
of accomplishing some incredible things for 
the church, and it can be if we’re always on 
the lookout for ways to use it to interact with 
others about Christ, promote the actions of 
the church, and teach others about Jesus. s
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Last year, the video streaming phone 
app Vine announced that it would be closing 
down. Vine is just another in a long list of 
apps and websites to eventually bite the dust 
(remember Myspace?), and another reminder 
of the ever-changing nature of the internet. 

Typically, articles about the church and 
social media address the need to be on social 
media and list standard practices churches 
should engage in online (avoid arguments, 
post positives, start a blog, etc.). Knowing, 
though, that the internet is an entity that 
rarely remains the same, I wanted to push 
this article about “Thinking Bigger” in a dif-
ferent direction. 

There are plenty of articles out there about 
why your preacher should start a blog and 
how to be encouraging on Facebook. Instead 
of reiterating those practices, I’d like to dis-
cuss, generally, some theories behind internet 
engagement as well as talk about how to stay 
one step ahead of the ever-changing internet. 

How Your Church Can  
Use Social Media

Below are some general theories behind 
website/social media (i.e. Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram) usage. Keep in mind that, though 
specific actions will be listed, the most import-
ant part of the sections below are the general 
principles discussed. 

As a promotional tool
Though the internet (World Wide Web) is 

a global tool, it can just as easily be used 
to connect with a more localized group of 
people. Facebook can be used in much of 
the same way that billboards and newspapers 
were used by churches of past generations. 

For example, the congregation I work 
with regularly posts about the various class 
subjects we are teaching on in a given quar-
ter. Below are some images promoting our 
classes this quarter:

We’ve only just begun to post information 
regarding our Bible classes like this, but our 

congregation has already started to see the 
fruits of posting promotional information like 
this on a regular basis.

If your congregation is not using social 
media to promote, you’re missing out on an 
audience that might not know about your 
classes or events otherwise. 



COREY SAWYERS

THINKING 
BIGGER  
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Hindsight is 20/20 of course, but it is 
interesting to see the mistakes made by 
companies and individuals in history. Decca 
Records said they did not like the Beatles’ 
sound and refused to sign them in 1962. 
Mars Inc. refused to let Universal Studios use 
M&M’s in the 1981 movie E.T., prompting 
Stephen Spielberg to use Reese’s Pieces 
instead. In 1876, Western Union Telegraph 
Company president William Orton chose not 
to buy Alexander Graham Bell’s patent for the 
telephone. He called the invention “an elec-
trical toy” and turned down the opportunity 
to buy the rights for $100,000. A few years, 
later Bell’s patent became the most valuable 
patent in history (Santoso). 

These decisions all have at least one thing 
in common: the individuals responsible made 
the mistake of thinking small. Because they 
could not envision the popularity, market-
ability, or financial gain possible, their small 
thinking limited them. Sadly, within the Lord’s 
church, we often are guilty of the same. We 
limit ourselves in our decision making and 
miss out on doors of opportunity the Lord has 
provided for His church to grow. How can we 
think bigger as a church? How can we get 
out of our comfort zones and focus on growth 
both outward and inward? 

First, we must think bigger than our 
preachers. I am grateful to be a preacher of 
the Gospel. I believe it is the most important 



work in all of the world. However, I do not 
believe that I, the preacher, am the most 
important person in the congregation. Yet, far 
too often, we have forced or allowed preach-
ers to essentially take on a “single-pastor” 
role. In too many congregations, the preacher 
is expected to do all of the teaching of the 
adult classes. He is to do all the preaching 
of the sermons. He is to do all the writing, 
evangelizing, and visiting. There must be a 
congregational investment into the Lord’s 
work if Christians are to grow and the con-
gregation is to grow. Evangelists, shepherds, 
and teachers must take care to equip all “the 
saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12, 
NASB). If the “whole body” is working (“every 
part does its share”), then and only then will 
there be “growth of the body” (4:16).

Second, we must think bigger than our 
budgets. How many great opportunities have 
been missed out on because of crunching 
numbers? I realize we must be good stewards 
of time, abilities, and money. Yet, we are also 
to be people who “walk by faith” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:7). In John 6:5-7, Phillip’s thinking was 
totally controlled by the budget in comparison 
to the problem. As he speaks to Jesus (God 
the Son!) all he can think of is how they do 
not have enough money to do what lies before 
them. Our thinking is often the same. Giving is 
indicative of our trust in God (Malachi 3:10), 
and quite often that is the very root of the 
problem. We print “In God We Trust” on our 
dollar bills and then trust in the dollars rather 
than the Lord. In Acts 2 and Acts 4, we see 
the church being willing to give sacrificially 
and selflessly. As they did, the church grew. 
When individuals give generously their faith 
will grow. When congregations are willing to 
use the Lord’s money for His work, He will 
give the increase. It all is contingent on our 
trusting Him enough to let go of what we can 
see. The more we do so, the more He will 
bless us (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).

Third, we must think bigger than our meth-
ods. Some are just resistant to change, or at 
least to ideas that are not their own. Even if 
the idea is Scriptural—changing methodol-
ogy only, not theology—they still will refuse to 
accept a new course. Often there is a lack of 
choosing methods that are the most effective 
in a particular area. Sometimes it is a cling-
ing on to methods that have been used since 
some prior long ago decade. Just because 
something worked many years ago does 
not mean it will now. Times change, and we 
must change to meet people where they are. 

Compare Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 with Paul’s 
sermon in Acts 17. The same Gospel was 
preached (Jesus saves!), yet a different style 
was employed. To the Jews on Pentecost, 
Peter preached to them using Old Testament 
Scripture. To the pagans in Athens, Paul used 
their own philosophers to reason with them. 
We never change the doctrine, but we have to 
adapt our methods in order to grow.

Fourth, we must think bigger than our 
egos. We cannot sit idly in our pews hoping 
someone will stumble into our assembly. 
Growth does not just happen. We need shep-
herds who will model an example, provide 
vision, instruct, encourage, and correct. We 
need leaders who model and exemplify what 
the church should be. We need members who 
will follow those examples. We need those 
who will not wait for the world to come to us. 
That was never Jesus’s intent anyway. We are 
to go into all the world to make disciples (Mat-
thew 28:18-20). Even then, we sometimes 

confuse being busy with accomplishing God’s 
work. There is a difference. We can become 
so proud of how many programs we have, 
and how much we spend on them, we fail to 
ever consider if they are actually productive. 
We are content to rest on our laurels rather 
than get busy being productive. 

Fifth, we must think bigger in our prayers. 
We ought to be people of prayer, yet we sadly 
overlook this powerful avenue of strength. If 
we really believe there is a God (Who is alive, 
and who promises to help us) we ought to ask 
for His help! In Colossians 4:2-6, Paul tells the 
church to “devote yourselves to prayer.” What 
they were to pray for were doors of opportu-
nities to preach (verse 3), knowing how they 
should speak (verses 4 and 6), and how to set 
a proper example (verse 5). How often have 
we not had opportunities for growth because 
we did not pray big enough prayers? James 
4:2 says, “You do not have because you 
do not ask.” The next verse says they were 
asking with the wrong motives. Spiritually 
minded people have rich and active prayer 
lives. The two aspects go hand in hand. When 
we become prayerful people, we will grow 
spiritually as individuals. When we become 

prayerful people, God will answer those 
prayers and open doors of opportunities for us. 

Sixth, we must think bigger in our knowl-
edge. In Hosea 4:6, the Lord said His people 
were destroyed for “lack of knowledge.” The 
word know is probably one of the key words 
in every New Testament book. In Philippians 
3:4-10, Paul says all things were rubbish 
compared to knowing Christ. He uses a Greek 
word meaning “useless or undesirable mate-
rial … excrement, manure, garbage, kitchen 
scrap” (Bauer 932). In context, “all things” 
would include his power, prestige, and priv-
ilege. That is why Peter said we must “grow 
in knowledge” (2 Peter 3:18). If I do not really 
know Jesus, what will I be willing to do or 
sacrifice for Him? On the other hand, the more 
I know God’s Word, the more I know my Lord. 
The more I know about my Lord, the more I 
want to know Him better. The better I know 
Him, the more I love Him. The more I love Him, 
the more I want to tell others about Him.

If you have ever visited a Walt Disney park 
—or even just watched a documentary on 
some part of the company’s creative process 
—you are undoubtedly familiar with the term 
“Imagineer.” The Imagineers are the creative 
force behind Walt Disney projects that dream, 
design, and build. The name combines “imag-
ination” with “engineering.” The man behind 
the company famously said, “If you can dream 
it, you can do it” (Walt Disney). 

How we think is important. The wise man 
said, “For as he thinks within himself, so he 
is” (Proverbs 23:7). At the end of John 4, the 
disciples could only see with physical eyes. 
Jesus asked them to think bigger—to see the 
real matter at hand. “Lift up your eyes and look 
on the fields, that they are white for harvest” 
(verse 35). May we the church think bigger 
and see the opportunities a big God gives us 
every day! s

 
Corey Sawyers is the evangelist for the East 
Wood church of Christ in Paris, Tennessee. 
He is a graduate of the Bear Valley Bible Insti-
tute in Denver, Colorado. Corey and his wife 
Melody have three sons, Garrett, Gordon, 
and Gannon. 
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See the opportunities 
a big God gives us 
every day!
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It’s a new year. Folks are looking at themselves, their lives, their 
accomplishments, and their shortcomings, and noticing a lack of 
vision for their future. They are making resolutions in hopes of making 
themselves better. This should be nothing new to Christians. We 
should be looking more and more like Jesus, but sometimes our focus 
shifts from the spiritual to the temporal.

Someone once said, “if your heart is full of God, you will see 
clearly.” If this is true, we should see the sinfulness of sin. We should 
not be distracted by worry or frustration. However, this is not always 
the case. 

David was blinded by his desire for Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11). Elijah 
was blinded by fear (1 Kings 19). In 2 Kings 6, when Elisha had been 
telling the king of Israel about the Arameans’ plans to overtake him, 
the king of Aram became angry and sought to find Elisha in Dothan. 
Elisha’s servant was the first to see the army surrounding the city 
and asked Elisha what they should do. Elisha’s response was one 
of complete confidence. He told his servant not to fear, for those 
who were with them were more than those with the army. Then he 
prayed, “… open his eyes that he may see.” Elisha’s servant had 
been blinded by fear. 

When we are distracted from doing all that God has called us to do, 

we become temporarily blinded. The spiritual battle that is raging on 
around us is one that will continue until we take our last breath. When 
Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he told them to put on the whole armor 
of God so that they could stand against the schemes of the devil. He 
continued by saying, “the battle is not against flesh and blood but 
against the rulers, powers and world forces of this darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 
6:11-12). Satan wants us to be blinded to his attacks. The notable 
thing about the armor of God is that it is of no use unless we put it on.

This year, let us focus on our responsibility to “open the eyes” of 
those who are perishing. When Paul was defending himself to King 
Agrippa, he told the story of his conversion and added for what reason 
he was called “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Christ” (Acts 26:18). 

Our vision for the new year should be a clear one. May we keep our 
eyes open to the possibilities God sets before us. Teach a class, visit 
the shut-ins, evangelize in your neighborhood, serve your brothers 
and sisters, but, by all means, remember to feed your soul so that 
your vision is undimmed. s

Mechelle Bishop
Sanctified for Life

Vision for the New Year
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Like many people, we were devastated to learn of all the destruc-
tion that leveled portions of Gatlinburg and the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. At the writing of this article, more than thirteen people 
are reported to be dead and some 17,000 acres of the national park 
and private property are charred beyond recognition.  When one adds 
the injuries, man hours, and destruction of homes and property to 
the equation, the region will be in a state of recovery for many years.

As news trickled out of the region, harrowing stories of people 
narrowly escaping the flames became commonplace. High winds in 
the region caused towering flames to travel at an unbelievable rate 
of speed. Many individuals in the area of the fires had to run from the 
conflagration to save their lives. Sadly, the flames and smoke were so 
bad that many people could not escape the conflagration.

While these events have all been tragic, there is another fire that 
all of humankind must escape from—the fires of eternal punishment.  
Jude 23 underscores the urgency of pulling people from the fires of 
hell. “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh.” Pulling comes from the Greek 
term harpaz, and it is similarly translated as, “to seize” (in various 
applications), “to catch” (away, up), “pluck, pull, or take” (by force).” In 
other words, the brother of Jesus, Jude, advocated snatching people 
from the very fires of torment. This is a sort of violent plucking away 
that one engages in to save others from destruction.

This might be similar to how we act around children who have 
placed themselves in a dangerous situation. What parent has not 
rushed to the side of a child who was potentially endangered by a 
perilous situation? Several years ago, we had the Orkin exterminator 
come to our house and spray for bugs and other pests. Later that 
night, our youngest son, Noah, was playing in the floor. As he was 
playing that evening, a large black widow spider crawled out from 
under a window and made a path straight to where he was playing. 
The spider seemed addled (perhaps from the pesticide), but that did 
not slow my reaction time in responding to this impending, life-threat-
ening situation. I jumped up from my recliner and squished the spider 
without a moment’s hesitation. I did not take the time to put on my 
house shoes or to find a paper to swat the spider with—I simply 
jumped up and killed it.

In regards to the aforementioned stories, we should have the 
same degree of urgency in speaking with people about Christ and the 
life-giving message of the Gospel. As Christians, we are in the busi-
ness of snatching people away from the fires of Hell. Unlike the flames 
that some were unable to escape, the fires of Hell are avoidable.

Scripture has much to say about need for one to escape from 
eternal destruction. While Jesus is described as being the expression 
of God’s love, He had more to say about Hell than any other speaker 
or writer in the New Testament. It stands to reason that He would 
allow people to know what He was attempting to save them from.  
Jesus describes Hell as a place with unquenchable fire and eternal 

punishment. Mark 9:43-48 says, “And if thy hand offend thee, cut 
it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:  
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if 
thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into 
life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for 
thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched.” These passages underscore the eternal nature of 
punishment. Unlike what many have tried to say, Hell is a place of 
everlasting, continual punishment.  

On several occasions, Jesus describes Hell as a place where 
there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 
24:51; 25:30 and Luke 13:28). The pain of hell will be unbearable 
for the wicked. This is a place where no human should want to be!

The preachers and inspired writers of the New Testament were 
trying to save their auditors from a terrible place. Revelation 20:10-
15 says, “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book 
(emp. added) of life: and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man 
according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written 
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” If people understood 
how terrible Hell will be, they would be doing everything within their 
power to go to Heaven. 

In order for one to escape from the fires of eternal condemnation, 
he must obey the Gospel. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 says, “And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from Heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Those who obey the Gospel will never taste the flames 
of vengeance that are reserved for the disobedient.

One can avoid the fires of eternal destruction. Unlike some of 
those entrapped by the Smoky Mountain wildfires, there is a means 
of escape. There is no reason why one must spend eternity in a place 
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Jesus died to save all 
of humanity from a terrible, eternal destination. s
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Having looked into the tearful eyes of parents whose children 
have abandoned the Faith, I have learned there are a million miles 
between our children “going through the motions” in reference to 
their spiritual lives versus our children possessing hearts that dictate 
their actions. In this column, I plan to share with you what I hope 
to instill in the hearts of my own children and those whom I love.

Satan is real, and he knows how to keep humans preoccupied 
with things that ultimately don’t matter much. Humans spend count-
less hours enjoying things like sports, crafts, and various hobbies. 
While these things are not wrong in and of themselves, they can 
often take our focus away from things of eternal importance. Sadly, 
in our culture, these activities are so popular that most Christians 
never question them or consider how much time they devote to such 
activities. As a result, many Christians are physically fit and talented 
at their hobbies, but they are starving spiritually.

Sadly, many congregations feed this problem. Rather than digging 
deeper into the Word, congregations will plan fluffy and fun activities 
that entertain. Rather than feeding the flock, many elderships have 
become masters at entertaining the flock and keeping them busy. All 
the while, our congregations get spiritually weaker as souls starve 
for the Word.

Here’s what I intend to teach my children regarding feed-
ing their souls.

One of the toughest things I can teach you is how to “stand.” In 
discussing putting on the whole armor of God, Paul wrote, “Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, …” 
(Ephesians 6:13-14). Paul stressed the importance of being able to 
stand. My job is to teach you how to stand, even when culture is trying 
to push you in a different direction.

There will be many times in your life that you feel like a salmon 
swimming upstream going against current, while all the other fish 
are swimming downstream. Your friends may fill their lives up with 
sports activities or become obsessed with hobbies. Stand—and feed 
your soul.

God did not create you to simply be on this planet and have fun. 
Many people try to fill the void in their lives with hobbies and enter-
tainment. But the only thing that can truly fill you is when you feed 
your soul.

If you find your life too busy, please get into His Word and grow. 
I hear many sermons and many people talking about getting into 
God’s Word—but few actually take the time to dig deeply. Spend 
time observing God’s creation and praising Him. Spend time reflecting 
on how small you are in the grand scheme of things and give God 
thanks. Spend time evaluating your life and the areas you fall short, 
and confess these weaknesses to Him. Spend time meditating on 
heaven and spending eternity with Him. Spend more time in prayer, 
allowing Jesus to intercede on your behalf. Spend time lamenting on 
those who are sick or suffering and look for ways to help them. In 
other words, feed your soul!

Let me encourage you, set aside the media that is trying to invade 
your lives and fellowship with others. Sit around a table with some 
friends and enjoy fellowshipping with them. Take meals to those who 
are shut-in or sick. Spend time sitting with them or listening to them 
talk about “the good old days.” Turn off the television and open your 
home up for Bible studies. In other words, feed your soul.

Look for ways to do good to others. Reach out to those who may be 
hurting financially. Join hands with those who are building homes for 
the less fortunate. Take time to do mission work. Get out and knock 
on doors or teach at a VBS. Feed your soul.

I should caution you that if you heed my advice, you will find hob-
bies and sports do not fulfill you the way they used to—your heart 
will long for something more. You will crave real connections and 
activities that have a deeper purpose. You will begin to look at things 
differently. You will be actively living the life Christ intended you to 
live! So look for ways to feed your soul! s
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