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“ Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homo-

sexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And such were some of you. But you 

were washed, but you were sanctified, but 

you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  6 : 1 0 - 1 1
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Long ago, in the quiet bowers of Eden, God saw it was not good 
for man to be alone. He caused a deep sleep to come upon Adam, 
and from his side took a rib, and from that rib, fashioned a woman.  
Moses quoted Adam: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh: She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
Man” (Genesis 2:23).

Ever since, it has been the will of God that one woman be joined 
to one man in marriage: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” 
(Genesis 2:24). Yes, “… God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them” 
(Genesis 1:27).

He created them “male and female.” This has been the dominant 
attitude in the civilized world for thousands of years. Now, it has been 
challenged. Why?

First, there is the agenda of progressives and secular humanists 
to redefine the family. The West Coast is full of bumper stickers that 
say: “Burn The Binary.” What does that mean? It means to destroy 
the distinction between man and woman or male and female. This is 
the building block of a civilized society, and it was the first institution 
ordained by God! God ordained that His principles be shared through 
the family (Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Ephesians 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-
21). But it is in the way of an unrestrained and unhinged new order.

Second, this bizarre debate over transgender bathroom status is 
a thinly veiled effort in the same direction. One of our friends recently 
experienced this in a nearby restaurant. As she was preparing to leave, 
an individual claiming transgender status went into the ladies’ room. 
This individual still had his male biology! She left quickly, embarrassed 

and somewhat taken aback. Her husband said he would post himself 
outside the ladies’ room next time she went.

Third, the Supreme Court foolishly acquiesced to this agenda 
allowing same-sex marriages in every state. So, what are those of 
us of traditional, Biblical values to do? Will churches be forced to 
host same-sex weddings? Before our readers answer no, a move-
ment is afoot to declare any place of public access as liable for just 
such a refusal. Now churches must be careful about the precedents 
they set.  Blood drives, voting, scout meetings, PTSA meetings, and 
other community events may cause those into legalese to so define 
churches.  It may force churches to curtail how they allow their build-
ings to be used.

Fourth, what about those of us who preach? Will we be held liable 
for refusing to perform a same-sex wedding? Will the churches where 
we preach lose their tax-exempt status? Could we face imprisonment 
for not performing same-sex weddings?

Fifth, during all this turmoil, we must find the love in our hearts 
to share the Gospel and God’s love with everyone, including those of 
the LGBT community. Their souls are precious, more valuable than 
the whole world (Mark 8:36). Jesus died for them just as much as 
He died for any of us. God will take care of the ultimate judging. We 
must be about the business of preaching, teaching, and loving rebuke 
(2 Timothy 4:1-5).

No matter what the cost, we must side with God and His Word!   
As Paul exhorted the brethren in decadent Corinth, so we exhort 
our readers: “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong” 
(1 Corinthians 16:13). In this pivotal issue of Think, let us think on 
these things! s
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Most people appreciate good home-grown vegetables. Let’s be honest—a “hot 
house” tomato cannot compare to a delicious vine-ripened homegrown tomato. One 
congregation I visited recently had a community garden on their property. Members 
at this congregation planted vegetables and then they invited community members to 
come pick whatever they wanted on certain days of the week. The members donated 
their time and energy to plant and maintain the garden. This simple act of kindness has 
caused a stir in their community. They have become known as the “Garden church” by 
individuals all across their small town. People who might never consider stepping foot 
on their property are now making relationships with those who tend and care for the 
garden. This is an excellent outreach into the community, and it serves to help feed 
those who may be struggling. Let me encourage you to look for ways you can reach 
out and make a name for yourself in your community! BH s

www.focuspress.org

All Scripture quotations are taken from the  
New King James Version® unless otherwise 
noted. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

R. Nielson 
Your issue on the “Gospel and the Cross” was both timely and spot on. I was having a 

discussion with someone recently and your magazine summed up beautifully what I was 
trying to communicate. I actually copied two of the articles for my friend (I hope you don’t 
mind). I encouraged him to order the magazine and get himself a copy of that issue. I love 
your magazine, but that one really was needed!

D. Giovannti 
I stopped listening to the radio several months ago. I now fill my morning and evening 

commute with podcasts and sermons. I was so excited when I stumbled across your audio 
downloads. I think I purchased almost all of them. I now have listening material to last me 
for at least 6-8 weeks! 

M. Christy
I am excited to receive your letter about the possibility of a science textbook for young 

people that can be supported by Biblical truths. Perhaps the time has finally come and your 
book will be the thing to open the doors to the Bible in public schools. 

Our church in Greenville, South Carolina has a very unusual program for our public 
schools. It is called Released-Time and has been going on for about twenty years. Children 
in sixth through eighth grade are bused to a nearby church during their free period for a 
Bible lesson and fellowship. Since one of the congregations is just across the street from 
an elementary and middle school, we are involved and offer four classes each Friday. The 
program has grown and is now in several high schools which offer high school credit.

I am praying that God will bless your project and open the door for your book to reach 
children everywhere. I am enclosing a check to support your book project.

Crystal B.
Oh, I hear you! I get so very tired of seeing the incredible disrespect levied at husbands 

and fathers every day. Men are made out to be morons, incapable of anything more than 
urinating standing up. They can’t manage money, their family, anything besides a job (assum-
ing they aren’t Mr. Mom), too stupid to understand kids, meals, or yard work. It’s sickening 
to see fathers reduced to an ATM who is the butt of the family’s jokes.

B. Greer
Thank you for taking on the gigantic challenge of writing a scientific textbook based on 

God’s holy Word. I have never met you personally, but I have read many things you have 
written through the years. I am impressed by your writing ability, and the scope of your 
scientific knowledge. May God bless you with diligence and determination as you proceed 
in this wonderful task. Thank you for dedicating yourself to a project of this magnitude. s



In 1 Peter 3:14-16, the 
apostle Peter by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, penned these 
words:  

“But even if you should suf-
fer for the sake of righteous-
ness, you are blessed. And do 
not fear their intimidation, and 
do not be troubled, but sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good 
conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to 
shame.” (emp. added, NASB).

God certainly chose the right individual to discuss this subject!  
Peter made the painful—but meaningful—sojourn from Pretender 
to Defender as he wrestled with his frailties, inhibitions, and false 
sense of spirituality. He proudly “thumped his chest” in the face of 
danger and uncertainty and boasted that all the other disciples 
would fall—but not him, (Matthew 26:33). However, this self-cen-
tered boast was short-lived as later, on the very night that Jesus was 
betrayed, Peter cursed and swore that he never even knew Him, 
Matthew 26:69-75. The soul-searching look that Jesus gave Peter 
after his denial caused him to weep bitter tears (Luke 22:61-62). He 
knew, like he had never known before, that he was nothing more 
than a Pretender and not a Defender of the faith. During the lonely 
times that Peter struggled with his sin and shortcomings, he had to 
have recalled Jesus’ words and his impulsive response as recorded 
in Luke 22:31-34:

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to 
sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith 
may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers.” But he said to Him, “Lord, with You 
I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” And He said, 
“I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today 
until you have denied three times that you know Me” 
(emp. added).

The prayer of Jesus, 
coupled with Peter’s bitter 
tears and contrition, led 

him to become a stalwart 
Defender of the faith!
The road of “Pretender” to 

“Defender” of the faith is scat-
tered with satanic IDD’s (Improvised 

Demonic Devices) planted by the devil 
to discourage, dissuade, and if neces-

sary—dismember anyone and everyone 
who aspires to reach the spiritual goal of 

Defender of the faith. How can this treacherous 
journey be accomplished? Is it possible to reach this 

spiritual plane and glorify our Father in Heaven? Yes indeed! 
These guidelines, along with a surrendered heart and mind to Jesus, 
will help us safely reach the goal of Defender of the faith status:

Matthew 6: 33ff   Make Jesus PRIMARY in your life.  
Don’t make Him #1 in your life; make 
Him your life!

Romans 1:16  Don’t ever be ashamed of the Gospel!
Colossians 3:2 Set your mind on things above!
2 Timothy 2:15  STUDY to show yourself approved  

unto God!
Hebrews 12:2  Fix your eyes on Jesus!
2 Peter 1:3-11 Commit to spiritual growth!
Revelation 2:10 Be faithful until death!

What do Judas, Ananias, Sapphira, Demas, Hymenaeus, Phile-
tus, and Diotrephes have in common? They were Pretenders … 
they purported to stand for Jesus, righteousness, and godly com-
mitment—but they didn’t! What about you? What about me? Let’s 
make it a point to examine our hearts and lives in light of God’s 
Word and make certain that we are Defenders of and for the 
faith. After all, in the Last Day, Jesus will only say “Well done” to 
those who have “Done well.” 

May the words of Peter echo in our hearts, minds, and ministries 
now and to the day of eternity. See you on the Front Line! s

Bon appétit!
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As Christian young women, I think it’s safe to say that we struggle 
with comparison, especially with one another. I struggle with this 
often, whether it’s with appearance, skills, or anything else. It’s easy 
to fall into the trap of “I’m not as good as she is at this,” or “I wish I 
had her talents” or “her spirit” or whatever.

And let me tell you that comparison can definitely wear down on 
you after a while. Can you call it motivation? Yes. But does it make it 
any easier to focus on living our lives and walking with God? I certainly 
don’t think so.

Allow me to present to you the following idea, something I’ve 
learned over the past couple of years: compliment, not compete.

What do I mean by that?
Complimenting instead of competing means that you’re focusing 

less on being—or wanting to be—better than or at least as good as 
another person and more on encouraging your fellow Christian. So, for 
example, say that you are attending a Bible study. Your friend arrives 
in an amazing, brand-new car. Instead of being envious of her car, 
you focus on her. Not only compliment her on that car, ask her how 
she’s been. Compliment her in other ways, too. You absolutely never 
know how her day went; she could have had a lousy day at work, or 
anything else you don’t know about.

So can we apply the concept of complimenting and not competing 
to our faith?

Yes. Yes we can.
1 Thessalonians 5:11a states: “Therefore encourage one another 

and build each other up” (NIV). Paul was writing specifically to the 
church in Thessalonica, and he was likely addressing their specific 

needs (the rest of the verse goes on to say “just as in fact you are 
doing,” which could imply that they were already good encouragers, 
and Paul could just be giving them a pat on the back and urging them 
to continue). What if we took that advice along with making every 
effort to encourage every time we even thought about competing 
with someone?

Sure, there are people in our lives who seem like they have it 
together. Either they’re superstars at their job, or they are great with 
household management, or they have the relationship or marriage of 
their dreams, and the list goes on. What we don’t realize is that the 
people we think are so cool are far from perfect. Though the people 
we see as “cool” on the outside may appear that way, the appearance 
usually varies from what’s underneath. And not only that, but those 
people that we think are cool more than likely consider us cooler 
for things that we don’t really consider noteworthy. It’s all based on 
perspective.

At the end of the day, do not bring anyone down. Don’t belittle 
someone. Likewise, don’t make anyone feel inferior. Instead, encour-
age everyone. Help them when they need it. When others encourage 
you, compliment them for it. In turn, you both will be blessed, and you 
could potentially gain a friendship that you wouldn’t have otherwise 
had.

Plus, you have no idea how much a compliment can mean to 
someone.

So, compliment instead of compete, dear readers. You’ll be glad 
you did. s
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Not a Statistic The Magnificent One

COMPLIMENT, NOT COMPETE
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The Magnificent OneLet Us Reason Together
Jerry Groves

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His 
ways!” (Romans 11:33).

The magnitude of the majesty of Almighty God cannot possibly 
be quantified by the three pound human brain. God has revealed His 
genius in creation, His power in nature, and His compassion in the 
giving of His dear Son Jesus for the sins of the world.

“Who alone stretches out the heavens

And tramples down the waves of the sea;

Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades,

And the chambers of the south;

Who does great things, unfathomable,

 And wondrous works without number” (Job 9:8-10). 

What we can know about the great “I Am” is what He has given 
us access to through His Word (the Bible), through creation (nature 
and science), which is so vast that we are just hitting the tip of the 
iceberg in our understanding, and through archaeology (findings that 
prove the Bible to be true).

It is not for the clay therefore to question the Potter, nor for the 
thing made to question its maker. (The ramifications of man’s defiance 
are many, one of which is that some question their gender and seek 
to change it by adopting the mannerisms of the opposite sex or by 
having surgery in an effort to change what God has made them to 
be). This, brethren, should not be. For it is the Potter who fashions 
the clay. The clay is to fit the glorious mold in which it was made. Not 
to defiantly rebel against the Potter.

Since God, in His unsearchable wisdom and infinite knowledge has 
made all things work together for the good of those who love Him, 
those who have been called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28), 
we must not adhere to the doctrine of humanism where “everyone 
does what is right in his own mind” (Judges 17:6). It did not work 
then, and it will not work now. Though the world go mad, the church 
must be the bastion of godliness, holiness, and morality. We are “not 
to be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind” (Romans 12:2).

“For God said ‘My thoughts are not your thoughts,

Nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord.

‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

So are My ways higher than your ways

And My thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

The Lord God Almighty is completely trustworthy, all powerful, and 
totally good. His infinite and utterly massive being cannot fit in our 
finite imaginations (Ephesians 3:20). 

As His beloved creation we should …

1.  Be ever thankful for all He has done (His eternal  
purpose to save us).

2.  Be humbled and reverent by what He is doing  
(His daily blessings).

3.  Be in awe, love Him, and obey Him for what He will do  
(give us eternal life)!

Our God is awesome! And He alone is worthy to be praised! s



KEITH PARKER
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God loves the homosexual. He hates the 

sin of the homosexual lifestyle.

Homosexuals can be reached with the 

Gospel of Christ. They can be converted. They 

can be saved. Some homosexuals of the first 

century were saved. “Do you not know that the 

wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral 

nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prosti-

tutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves 

nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers 

nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  

And that is what some of you were. But you 

were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 

6:9-11).

Notice three words in the above text:  

washed, sanctified and justified. The homo-

sexual offenders at Corinth were saved the 

same way that the thieves and drunkards and 

slanderers were saved. They were washed—

by the blood of Jesus when they were baptized 

(Revelation 1:5 cf. Acts 22:16). They were 

sanctified—by the Holy Spirit through the 

truth (2 Thessalonians 2:13 cf. John 17:17).  

And they were justified—by faith (Romans 5:1 

cf. Acts 18:8).

So how can we evangelize homosexuals? 

We reach homosexuals in the very same way 

we reach all sinners. First, we must love the 

sinner and hate the sin. We love idolaters, but 

we hate idolatry. We love liars, but hate lying. 

We love the greedy, but hate covetousness. 

We love our children who disobey us, but we 

hate their disobedience. “Let those who love 

the Lord hate evil” (Psalm 97:10). Hate evil, 

but love the evildoer.

Second, we pray for them. We “pour out 

our souls” to the Lord for them (cf. 1 Samuel 

1:15). We pray that their hearts will be open to 

the love of God and to the practice of His will.  

We pray for them specifically and sincerely.  

We pray for them as Jesus prayed for us (John 

17:20-21). We pray for them as Paul prayed 

for the Israelites. “Brothers, my heart’s desire 

and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they 

may be saved” (Romans 10:1).

Third, we present the Gospel to them. In 

presenting the Gospel to sinners, we often 

rush to tell sinners what to do. But don’t ever 

tell a sinner what to do until you tell him what 

God has done. After you tell him what God 

has done, then you can tell him what to do.  

So talk to the homosexual about what God 

already did. Tell the homosexual about how 

much God loves him. Tell him that Jesus 

died and was buried and was raised for him  

(1 Corinthians 15:1-4). We must realize that 

the Gospel is powerful enough to save the 

vilest of sinners. “I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for 

the Jew, then for the Gentile” (Romans 1:16).

Fourth, we must tell homosexuals what 

God wants them to do. Don’t be ashamed 

or embarrassed to talk to them about repen-

tance. The homosexuals at Corinth gave up 

their sin. They did not continue to practice the 

sin or live in the sin. Observe carefully what 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:11: “And this is 

what some of you were.” In other words, they 

repented or changed. They stopped the prac-

tice of their sin and surrendered their lives to 

Jesus. “God commands all men everywhere 

to repent” (Acts 17:30).

We also need to tell them to be baptized. 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and 

your children and for all who are far off—

for all whom the Lord our God will call” (Acts 

2:38-39). That’s exactly what the believers 

at Corinth (including some of the homosexual 

offenders) did: “And many of the Corinthians 

who heard him believed and were baptized” 

(Acts 18:8).

Fifth, when homosexuals are obedient to 

the Gospel, we then accept them in love. We 

fellowship with them, encourage them, pray 

for them, and help them to bear their burdens.  

We invite them into our homes for food and 

friendship. They are our family. “Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 

the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

Read John 3:16. Oh, I know you know it. 

You memorized it when you were a child. But 

get out your Bible and read it. Read it slowly. 

For … God … so … loved … the … world.  

Aren’t you grateful that God loved the world?  

That’s the homosexual … and me. s
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THE COLLISION BETWEEN  
HOMOSEXUALITY AND CHRISTIANITY
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Homosexuality is not a new issue. We see proof of its existence through the literature and 
art of ancient cultures dating back thousands of years. We read of it, and of God’s disdain for 
it, in the pages of Scripture (the wickedness of Sodom stands as a glaring example). Yet, in 
our modern day and current culture, homosexuality has taken on a new life and a new voice, 
demanding to be recognized and accepted as a legitimate and normal lifestyle. According to 
statistics published by the Center for Disease Control in the 2013 National Health Interview 
Survey, 1.6% of Americans identified as gay or lesbian, while an additional 0.7% identified 
as bisexual.1 While those numbers may seem minute, even to the point of insignificance, we 
must remember that they represent millions of souls that have rejected God’s will and chosen 
a lifestyle that is clearly and undeniably condemned by His Word.

What is even more troubling and potentially dangerous is the recent shift in views of those 
who do not adhere to a lifestyle of homosexuality but who have, nonetheless, chosen to accept 
and support it as legitimate. According to recent numbers published by statistica.com, 60% 
of Americans view homosexuality as morally acceptable, with 52% approving of gay marriage 



and 61% agreeing that homosexuals should 
be allowed to adopt.2 The “Christian” com-
munity has not been left out of this shift in 
thinking. According to the Pew Research 
Center, a shocking 54% of Americans claim-
ing affiliation with some form of Christian 
faith believe that homosexuality should be 
accepted. This number has kept pace with 
the overall national average, increasing over 
10% in the last ten years.3  

Given these facts, there can be no doubt 
that there is a definite and escalating colli-
sion taking place between homosexuality and 
Christianity in our culture. Sensationalized by 
mainstream media and propagated in many 
of our public schools and universities, the nor-
malization and acceptance of homosexuality 
has invaded every facet of our society, includ-
ing our homes and churches. It is a clear-cut 
case of the proverbial boiling of the frog. More 
than at any other time in our history, the men-
tality of our culture seems to be reflected in 
the words of Romans 1:18-31:

“For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of men, who by their un-
righteousness suppress the truth. For 
what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For His invisible attributes, namely, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without 
excuse. For although they knew God, 
they did not honor Him as God or give 
thanks to Him, but they became futile 
in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of 
the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things.

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts 
of their hearts to impurity, to the dishon-
oring of their bodies among themselves, 
because they exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever! Amen.

For this reason God gave them up to 
dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that 
are contrary to nature; and the men like-
wise gave up natural relations with women 
and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts 
with men and receiving in themselves the 
due penalty for their error.

And since they did not see fit to ac-
knowledge God, God gave them up to a 
debased mind to do what ought not to 
be done. They were filled with all manner 
of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, 
malice. They are full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, slanderers, haters of God, inso-
lent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. Though they know 
God’s righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they 
not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them.”4

Understanding the circumstances that 
confront us, many Christians struggle to know 
how to effectively protect our families from this 
epidemic of acceptance and how to properly 
respond to those who promote such an overtly 
sinful activity. As those who fear God and are 
strongly committed to doing His will, faithful 
Christians are often appalled and outraged by 
the brash disregard for God’s Word exhibited 
by so many who claim or defend the practice. 
In our disdain, we are often tempted to lash 
out at our opponents in defense of God and 
His Word and in wrathful abhorrence of such 
abject immorality. Our dilemma then quickly 
becomes how do we defend truth and engage 
in this daunting struggle while maintaining a 
godly spirit and proper spiritual focus? May I 
humbly offer these few suggestions:

• Stand firm. There is no place in the 
faithful Christian’s heart or life for ambiguity 
or compromise. In our words, attitudes, and 
actions, we must cling unapologetically to 
the standard of God’s word. There must be 
no question in the minds of our peers, and 
especially of our children, where we stand on 
the issue of homosexuality or on any sinful 
activity for that matter. The exhortations of 
Scripture are plentiful:  

“Do not be conformed to this world, but  
be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind …” (Romans 12:2). 

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father is this … to keep oneself 
unstained from the world” (James 1:27).

“… abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul”  
(1 Peter 2:11).

“Now the works of the flesh are evident: 
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality … 
I warn you, as I have warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 
5:19-21).

• Maintain a proper perspective. If we 
are not careful, we run the risk of placing the 
sin of homosexuality in a category all its own 
as the vilest of sins, causing us to react to it 
with greater contempt than we would other 
sins. While it may be true that homosexuality 
poses a greater risk to the moral standards 
of our society than do many other ungodly 
activities, we must remember that, in the 
eyes of God, our righteous Judge, the person 
who practices homosexuality is no worse a 
sinner than the one who is engaged in any 
other sexually immoral relationship or sinful 
way of life. Understanding this, we must strive 
to teach and influence those involved in any 
sinful lifestyle with love and humility, under-
standing that we can “speak the truth in love” 
(Ephesians 4:15) without compromising our 
faithfulness. As Paul encouraged the Corin-
thian Christians: “Be watchful, stand firm 
in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done in love” (1 Corinthians 
16:13-14).

• Pray earnestly. As with any aspect of 
our lives, we must not approach this struggle 
alone. We have no greater source of help or 
strength than the God of Heaven and earth!  
Let us, therefore, seek His help and guidance.  
Earnestly pray for our wisdom, courage, and 
strength. Pray for your children, that truth 
may reign in their hearts. Pray for our nation 
and culture, that God would defeat the ways 
of sin and turn us back to Himself. Pray for 
your adversaries, that their hearts might be 
softened and their eyes opened to the truth 
of God’s Word.

May we, as Christians, ever strive to main-
tain the faithfulness of our own lives while we 
courageously confront sin with meekness and 
love, and may God ever be glorified through 
our lives and service. s

Footnotes:
1   Ward BW, Dahlhamer JM, Galinsky AM, Joestl SS. 

“Sexual orientation and health among U.S. adults: 
National Health Interview Survey,” 2013. National 
health statistics reports; no 77. https://www.cdc.
gov/nchs/data/nhsr077.pdf. 

2  Statistics and Facts on Homosexuality in the U.S.  
https://www.statista.com/topics/1249/homosex-
uality/

3  Murphy, Caryle. “Most U.S. Christian Groups Grow 
More Accepting of Homosexuality.” http://www.
pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/12/18/most-u-s-
christian-groups-grow-more-accepting-of-homo-
sexuality/

4  Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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Can you think of some people in the Bible who were 

hard workers? There are a lot of them. The woman in 

the book of Song of Solomon had a tan from working 

out in the sun so much. Ruth, who worked very hard, 

gathered food for not only herself, but also for her 

mother-in-law, Naomi. Moses, Jacob, and even King 

David all worked hard taking care of their sheep. Adam 

took care of the Garden of Eden. Jesus’s earthly father, 

Joseph, was a carpenter and would have worked with 

wood and lots of different kinds of tools. Paul was a 

very smart man and got to go to a special school where 

he would have had to have worked and studied very 

hard. He also made tents. Luke, also, as a doctor, 

would have needed to study all kinds of things to be 

able to work and help people when they were sick. And 

then, more importantly, Jesus and the Apostles worked 

very, very hard preaching to save the lost. 

There are a lot of different kinds of work we can do 

and all of it is important. We can work with our moms 

and dads around the house by helping with the laundry, 

cleaning our rooms, doing the dishes, or keeping the 

yard clean. We can work by being nice to our siblings 

and friends, by doing our schoolwork, and by obeying 

our parents. 

Some of the most important work we can do is for God. We can 

serve Him by teaching others about His Son, Jesus. We can also 

help out at church, learn as much as possible about His Word, 

pray and sing to Him, and obey Him. 

Did you know that the way we show our love to God is by 

obeying Him? John 14:23 says;

“Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves Me will obey My teaching. 

My Father will love them, and We will come to them and make 

Our home with them.’”
What an important job that is!

It is easy to be lazy. It can be fun, too. When we’re not working, 

we get to play! What do you like to do on lazy days? Do you like 

to swim, ride your bike, or play with toys? 

It’s good to take a break from work sometimes. Martha had 

to learn that lesson the hard way. You see, she was busy doing 

housework, but she was also missing out getting to listen to Jesus 

speak (Luke 10:38-42). Which do you think was more important? 

Even though not working is nice occasionally, if we take breaks 

all the time, then we’re just being lazy, nothing is getting done, 

and we’re not serving God very well. 

Romans 12:11 says:
“Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically.” So let’s not be lazy bones, but let us instead jump to our feet 

and get busy working for our Lord!

LAZY
BONES
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Question of the Month 
In what ways can you work to help you grow in your walk with God? Maybe by reading your Bible, 

controlling your temper, or by being kind to someone else? 

WORD SEARCH

Challenge of the Month 

Ask your mom, dad, or grandparents every day what you can do to help them.

LAZY 
BONES

BUSY

LAZY

MARTHA

OBEDIENCE

PAUL

RELAXATION

SERVANT

SLUGGARD

STUDY

WORKER
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SAVANNAH COTTRELL

I remember back when “gay” just meant being happy—joyful, even. There 
wasn’t an attachment of an extra meaning that would change the course of our 

world today.
I’m talking about homosexuality.

Now, it seems as though if you don’t accept gay/lesbian lifestyles, 
you’re labeled as an intolerant hater, for lack of a better term. 

You’re branded as unloving and hateful for simply not agreeing 
with someone. You’re labeled as a bully for having a lifestyle that 
differs from someone else. So, in a cultural climate like this, how 

do we bring and win these souls to Christ?
Be happy and speak the Truth.

I’m willing to bet that those were the 
last words you were expecting to hear. 
You were probably expecting me to tell 
you to just talk to them about Jesus 
… and you are also right about that, 
but I will get there in a minute. But in 
the beginning of it all, be happy. Treat 
everyone nicely—remembering the 
Golden Rule in Matthew 7:12—no 
matter their lifestyle. If they ask you 

why you’re treating them so well, 
that’s when you say it’s because 
you’re a Christian. And when they 
ask you about that … that’s when 
you get that evangelism ball rolling. 

When you do get the evangelism 
ball rolling, what do you say? I would 
start with inviting them to church. 
Church is a great way to spend time 
with a friend and show them what 

you believe as opposed to just telling 
them yourself. Let the church speak for itself, then answer any questions they 

may have. Will they totally listen and change right off the bat? Probably not. But 
at least then you’re planting in fertile soil instead of an unreceptive heart and mind  

(Matthew 13:23).
But why is just being happy the best place to start? It’s because being happy is 

the mark of a joyful Christian, the mark of a peculiar person in a world so dark (1 
Peter 2:9). It’s different from what those who participate in lesbian/gay lifestyles 
is expecting from us: love instead of hate.

Be happy for others, and to others, including those who live lifestyles opposite 
of yours. You’ll be glad you did. And, hey, who knows? You may even win a soul 
to Christ.

Be Happy
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This Month’s Hashtag
#BeHappyForOthers

Post this hashtag to your social media either by itself or by sharing one way  
you can be happy for or share joy with those who need to hear God’s Word.

How would you approach a discussion with someone who is gay or lesbian?

Do you have any friends who have told you they have this lifestyle? How did you respond?

How would you show Christlike actions and love to someone who has a differing opinion than you?

Discussion Questions
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WAS I BORN    THIS WAY?
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Men and women have often looked back at their past and wondered how different things 
might have been if only they had been born in a different place, in a different family, or even 
in a different time. Indeed, the place where one is born makes a world of difference as in a 
hut in Africa or an affluent neighborhood in America. The family we are born into can make a 
significant difference in our values, our opportunities, and how we view the world. But can the 
genes we are born with be responsible for who we are and what our fate will ultimately be?

The debate about whether there is a gene which determines homosexual behavior has 
been well-documented. A simple Google search of this question will yield both an emphatic 
NO, no such gene has been found, as well as maybe a connection has been found. The 
best science I have found says that gene has not been found, but let’s take a look from a 
different direction.

Does it matter if I was born this way, meaning, does it matter if I was born with an attraction 
to those of the same sex? Could it be said that there are some people who are born with a 
tendency to addictive behavior? I think that is certainly possible. Could it be said that some 
people who are born with a tendency to addictive behavior are going to have a problem if they 
participate in certain behaviors? Yes, I think so. If a person has a problem with addiction that 
person is likely to find that, if they gamble, they will do so to excess. If a person has a problem 
with addiction, it is likely that, if he or she drinks alcohol, they will do so to excess. Are they 
born that way? The greater question is; would it make it okay to participate in these addictive 
behaviors just because they believed they were born that way? Alcoholism is a terrible problem 
causing heartache and destroying families. Addiction shows itself in many forms and, in most 
cases, it is harmful. I do not know the science of addiction, but I do know the harm that comes 
from it. The problem is not the gene, but in the individual’s ability to abstain from that which 
is harmful. I am not here trying to make a connection to the behavior under consideration 
being harmful, but rather the responsibility to control one’s behavior regardless of its origin. 



WAS I BORN    THIS WAY?
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If a behavior can be shown to be sinful in the eyes of God, does it matter what the origin 
or motivation for that behavior is? Many men and women struggle with addictive behavior. 
The fact that they have a problem with addiction does not make the addiction desirable or 
acceptable. Any behavior which is described in Scripture as unacceptable to God must be 
unacceptable to us. It is not a matter of like or dislike; it is a matter of being acceptable to 
God. So, what do we do when someone is practicing a behavior that is unacceptable to God? 

First, we should always keep in mind that every soul with whom we come into contact 
is a soul that Jesus died for. Jesus died in order to demonstrate His love for all men. We 
are all under the condemnation of sin and in need of the blood of Jesus for cleansing and 
redemption. So, when I see a person struggling with an addictive behavior, I should be able 
to love that person with the love with which Jesus loved me Jesus loved me, warts and all, 
that is with all my imperfections. I must extend the same love. 

Second, when a person recognizes that his behavior is inconsistent with God’s Word and 
is willing to turn from that behavior, I must forgive him just as Jesus has forgiven me. There is 
no sin which I am capable of committing which Jesus will not forgive. As one who is forgiven, 
I must extend forgiveness.

Third, I must remember that God hates sin. Sin is so horrible that it required the very blood 
of the Son of God to atone for it. It is no small thing, no matter the sin, to find that we have the 
stain of unforgiven sin in our lives. It does not matter what the sin is, what the nature of the 
sin is, or what the root cause of the sin is; sin separates us from God and must be removed 
from our lives. We cannot continue to practice sin, any sin, and be in fellowship with God. 
Neither can we fellowship sin and be in fellowship with God.

So, how can a loving God condemn a person for being what God created him to be? Let’s 
be honest and recognize that no science has found—nor will they find—that God created 
a person to be something He hates. Let’s also recognize that God has created us with 

some inherent desires that, if not controlled 
or brought under submission, will cause us to 
sin and be lost. Whether we are talking about 
alcohol, sexual behavior, gambling, or any 
other addictive behavior, we must bring our 
desires under the control of God if we seek to 
be pleasing to Him and to live eternally with 
Him. “No temptation has overtaken you except 
such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will 
also make the way of escape, that you may 
be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). God 
loves you and has done all that is needed to 
secure your salvation. So put away any and 
all sins “and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
12:1-2, KJV). s
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Complicated Consequences of  
Homosexuality on Loved Ones
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The Problem
Do those of us within the church sometimes get caught up in the false assumption that 

the only people who are struggling with the consequences of sin are in the world and not 
within the safe confines of the walls of our buildings and within our own church family? Things 
such as homosexuality certainly aren’t a problem … are they? Even if we don’t verbalize 
these thoughts they often creep into the recesses of our mind. Please consider two stories.

She was raised in the church by godly parents and supported by equally spiritual grand-
parents. From an early age she was involved in many church activities such as helping with 
VBS, being an assistant in younger children’s Bible classes, participating in mission trips, 
and attending a Christian college. Her dream was to find a godly man who shared the same 
desires of serving God and raising a family … in so many cases the stereotypical expectations 
of the church. She found and married a man she thought was the answer to her vision. After 
a few years of pursuing this dream she was confronted with the news … her God-fearing, 
Christian husband confessed homosexual relationships both prior to and during their marriage. 
Her world began to spin, stomach flipped; in a moment, the blink of an eye, she was face to 
face with a stranger. She didn’t understand; there were so many questions. Why? Was I the 
cause? Was our physical sexual relationship not enough? What about the danger of sexually 
transmitted disease? And the emotions! Anger, disgust, betrayal, mistrust, grief, rejection, 
disbelief. And this just touches the hem of the garment, so to speak. There is a devastation 
that exceeds explanation.



They were Christian parents doing their 
best to raise their son according to the prin-
ciples found within the pages of God’s Word.  
Everything was picture perfect; a loving family 
dedicated to serving God, or so it seemed. 
Then, one day, their world was turned upside 
down. Their son informed them he was gay. 
Their reactions were different; the father 
promptly disowned the son and vowed to 
never have another thing to do with him. 
The mother, though crushed, was filled with 
compassion and felt compelled to reach out 
to him; but fearing negative impact from her 
husband and kept her contact secret. The 
tension between all of them was at times 
unbearable and the problems myriad. The 
father eventually passed away, never recon-
ciling with his son. The mother continued to 
express her love and concern, but too much 
damage had occurred; however, there has 
been a reconnection with her son, and prog-
ress is being made as best as possible under 
the strained circumstances.

The Questions
What, if anything, can we learn from 

these stories? My purpose is not to debate 
the right or wrong of the issue of homosex-
uality; I believe it was settled long ago. God 
declared marriage to be between a man and 
a woman, “For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and his mother, and be joined to 
his wife; and they shall become one flesh” 
(Genesis 2:24 NAS; Matthew 19:5). God’s 
word has only condemnation for those rela-
tionships which are of any other nature. This 
is not about whether it is genetic or a matter 
of choice … it is a result of things contrary 
to the commands of God; it is a result of sin!

Regardless of your stance on this issue, 
all would have to agree that there are tre-
mendous emotional traumas that arise in 
its wake. And, there are oftentimes severe 
spiritual repercussions. In fact, these stresses 
go even beyond those of emotional and spir-
itual factors; they include mental anxiety and 
can in some cases include physical abuse. 
Thoughts of suicide can even arise in both 
those involved in this activity and their loved 
ones, believing they have no other recourse 
and no resources to aid in their recovery. The 
shame, guilt, and embarrassment all contrib-
ute to some not seeking help as they should. 
Is there a way we can provide a servant’s 
heart to those who are struggling with this 
temptation and their loved ones who are 
caught up in the aftermath? And even with 
those who in defiance of God’s natural laws 

of marriage are purposely placing an undue 
amount of stress on these relationships?

What makes the stresses associated with 
homosexuality different than stresses related 
to other traumatic events in one’s life? No one 
would disagree that a spouse whose compan-
ion has an affair with someone of the opposite 
sex suffers from distress in a multiplicity of 
ways. You feel threatened; jealousy arises; 
there is hurt, anger, rejection, a sense of not 
being enough. But what if that affair was with 
a person of the same sex? Does that change 
things? As we noted in our first story, it is 
now a diverse situation; what was a hurtful 
condition has now become an unexplainable 
one. Why? Am I the cause? Was my sexu-
ality lacking? There is a sense of loss as far 
as masculinity or femininity is concerned; my 
value as a man or a woman has virtually been 
destroyed.  

Men and women react to things differently; 
women tend to factor in emotions more while 
men tend to disregard emotions in favor of 
what they consider to be a logical standpoint. 
The mind of the man seems to believe that, 
if his wife would just forgive him, put it in the 
past, start anew, and go on with our life, that 
everything would be repaired. The woman, 
however, needs closure, as complete as pos-
sible a resolution of the situation. What is it 
going to take? And how can we, as fellow 
Christians, be a part of the solution?

The Solution
First of all, there is forgiveness: easy to 

say, but sometimes very difficult for us to 
put into practice. It is a must, not an option! 
(Ephesians 4:32; Luke 17:4-5; Matthew 6:12, 
14-15). When you as a spouse feel a sense of 
betrayal by someone who stood before God 
and promised to love, honor, cherish and 
adore you questions arise. Does he/she love 
me? Did they ever really love me according to 
the principles of 1 Corinthians 13, or as Christ 
loved the church? (Ephesians 5:25). With all 
this in mind, forgiveness of necessity must 
proceed from a heart that has first been given 
to God in Christ (Philemon 4-7).

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short 
of God’s glorious standard.” (Romans 3:23 
NLT). Where would we be without the grace of 
God? “But to each one of us grace was given 
according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” 
(Ephesians 4:7 NAS). We have been shown 
grace, therefore, we should show grace to 
others, “Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.”(Luke 6:36).

And that brings us to love: “Love each 

other. Just as I have loved you, you should 
love each other.” (John 13:34-35 NLT). We 
must learn to show love without a judgmental 
or condemning attitude. Why do we tend to 
categorize sin and make some things worse 
than others? Does not all sin condemn unless 
cleansed by the blood of Christ? Do I think 
less of you because you sin differently than 
I do? We may not understand the temptation 
of an alternate sexual lifestyle, but God does 
through the mediation of His Son who lived in 
a sin infested, broken world. We are called to 
be His image bearers; to act like Him as best 
we can in the situations of life. This will be 
difficult at times, but we must make an effort 
to be of service to those who find themselves 
in this complicated circumstance.  

We need to be very careful about saying 
things such as: “I would never do that!” or “I 
wouldn’t have reacted in that manner.” Until 
we are placed in any given situation we don’t 
actually know what we would do, or how we 
would act/react.

Though we must recognize the importance 
of ministry to those who are tempted to be in, 
or are currently engaged in an alternate sexual 
relationship; we must also remember those 
spouses, children, parents, and other family 
and friends who on a daily basis are dealing 
with a very emotionally traumatic change to 
their life. Jesus met people where they were in 
life and addressed the problems they were at 
that time experiencing. Are we, as the church 
of our Lord, a haven for the hurting? Not just 
some, not just those to who we feel comfort-
able to reach out, but to all of the hurting?

There are some congregations that are 
making efforts to reach out and address 
this specific problem. However, the need is 
greater than we imagine and we should strive 
to make resources available to meet the needs 
of these individuals. We must remember we 
are called to stand firm in our beliefs while at 
the same time loving everyone, even those in 
these types of situations. “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ” 
(Galatians 6:2 NAS). s 
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We have been 
shown grace. 

We should show 
grace to others.



in identifying the work of Satan in our society 
today as we all diligently eradicate evil influ-
ences that take root in the mind. 

Romans 1:26-27 deals specifically with 
homosexuality, and condemns it as a prac-
tice that is wrong in every society and every 
age. In the current moral age of deconstruc-
tionism, many demand the church of Christ 
to cease speaking the truth regarding the sin 
of homosexuality. Some perceive that such 
truth cannot be communicated without caus-
ing offense and violate the command to speak 
the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). Yet, the 
word agape, or love, is founded in selfless 
action to ‘seek what is best for’ others. A 
Christian cannot ‘seek what is best for’ 

or ‘love thy neighbor’ without speak-
ing the truth when the opportunity is 
presented. 

Satan utilizes a 3-fold attack in his war for 
the human mind:  

(1) He influences a culture to believe in 
subjective morality, having no absolute 
right or wrong, 

(2) He then, influences to begin ques-
tioning a snse of self. 

(3) He then follows with the thought 
that self-realization is only what each 
person decides for his or her self.  

KYLE D. MASSENGALE AND JOHN H. O’NEAL

SATAN’S INFLUENCE IN  
THE HOMOSEXUAL MENTALITY
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This article is not meant to cover all 
aspects of evil influences at work today. It is 
intended to draw attention to areas of modern 
culture that cultivate the mind toward homo-
sexual behavior and acceptance within social 
settings.  

No person today is immune from the pow-
erful influences that surround every aspect of 
our society. Children who grow up in Christian 
families are faced with subtle influences every 
day that are eroding the true sense of self 
that is created and rooted in God’s nature and 
revealed in His abiding Word. More and more 
Christian families are facing the reality of a 
child questioning who and what they are. It 
is our hope that this article will assist families 



When a person can be influenced to forget 
they are made in the image of God (who they 
are), they can be influenced to throw off any 
restraint regarding what they are since they 
have cast off the original image in which they 
were formed. Such people are subject to be 
abandoned by God to do whatever shameful 
things their hearts desire. They are free to do 
vile and degrading things with each other’s 
bodies because they have traded the spiritual 
truth for Satan’s fleshly lie and are given over 
to their shameful desires and unnatural ways 
to have sexual gratification. (Romans 1:24-
27, Galatians 5:19-21).  

Within the past century, Satan’s lie has 
emerged in the Renaissance humanism or 
human-centered philosophy. Humanism is a 
philosophical and ethical stance that empha-
sizes a “belief system based on the principle 
that people’s spiritual and emotional needs 
can be satisfied without following a god or 
religion” (Cambridge University Press, 2017). 
Thus, man can reach his ideal state of being 
by his own self-awareness through experi-
ment and discovery apart from his creator.  
This philosophy now permeates most, if not all 
areas of societal norms. It infers that a person 
can reject any form of natural normality and 
adopt any unnatural effort of self-fulfillment 
as the new norm. As previously observed, 
once a culture is influenced to leave an 
objective divine standard, self-identity begins 
to erode, followed by liberty of inhibition as a 
normal way for society to function. The by-law 
of such thinking, demands any expounding of 
Christian liberties and speech to cease. Take, 
for instance, the following areas of influence 
of humanism that moves the homosexual 
mentality forward. 

Redefining marriage – On June 26, 
2015, in a wide-reaching decision, the 
U.S. Supreme Court declared in Obergefell 
v. Hodges that same-sex “marriage” is a 
constitutional right, and that states must rec-
ognize same-sex unions. The decision was 
based on the majority of Justices agreeing 
with Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing the 
majority opinion, who said that same-sex 
couples may “exercise the fundamental right 
to marry (James Obergefell, et al., Petitioners 
v. Richard Hodges, Director, Ohio Department 
of Health, et al., 2015).” He characterized this 
as a liberty that had been denied to them. 
The etymology of the word ‘marriage’, deriv-
ing from ‘marītāre’ implies two sexes —a 
male and female—engaging in the formation 
of a union. This union is divinely expressed 
in Genesis 1:27, “In the image of God, He 

created them; male and female, He created 
them.” Justice Thomas rightfully said the 
decision means that conflict between the 
recognition of same-sex marriage and reli-
gious liberty appears “all but inevitable” as 
individuals and churches face demands to 
participate in and endorse these marriages. 
The use of the judicial process “short circuits” 
the political process that could consider reli-
gious freedom implications, “with potentially 
ruinous consequences for religious liberty.”  
Similarly, Justice Alito said the decision “will 
be used to vilify Americans who are unwilling 
to assent to the new orthodoxy.” The ‘new 
normal’ liberty is nothing more than the fur-
thering of the humanism experiment. 

Consider the influence in what has been 
termed as psychology and ethics. Psychology 
is the study of the human mind and its func-
tions, especially those affecting behavior in 
a given context (Cambridge University Press, 
2017). It began in Germany in 1879 when 
William Wundt opened the Institute for Experi-
mental Psychology at the University of Leipzig.  
Psychology deals with the finding of satisfac-
tion in the life of the ‘here and now’, ruling out 
any possibility that happiness is found within 
a theological system of belief. It is the idea of 
living for self-fulfillment. In the early 1900’s 
Jacob L. Moreno developed ‘psychodrama’ or 
role theory which became a prominent avenue 
of self-discovery and finding fulfillment in 
personal behavior. Such theories have been 
adopted in educational settings and are uti-
lized as a way of ‘correcting’ behavior within 
a person’s own sense of right and wrong. 
This allows the one controlling the role-play 
to set the moral standard of the playing out of 
roles. It infers that satisfaction and fulfillment 
in life is gained on a relative scale rather than 
looking to God. Thus, God and an objective 
moral standard of right and wrong is removed, 
only to be replaced with a subjective standard 
based upon what makes the individual feel 
a sense of satisfaction. The result is seen 
in many aspects of today’s society: live for 
today mentality, immediate self-gratification, 
no restraint or denying ourselves of any phys-
ical pleasure, the avoidance of any pain, and 
the taking on of exorbitant and unsustainable 
debt.

Consider the influence in economics. John 
Maynard Keynes, the inventor of Keynesian 
economics, was credited for saving econo-
mies from the brink of disaster. When Time 
magazine included Keynes among its Most 
Important People of the Century in 1999, it 
said that, “his radical idea that governments 

should spend money they don’t have may have 
saved capitalism.” (Reich, 1999) The idea that 
one can expend something that they do not 
actually own in order to gain more or avoid the 
painful reality is contrary to scripture (Romans 
13:8). This type of economic system cannot be 
sustained and one day, the economic bubble 
will burst, as many well respected economists 
have stated. You may be asking, “What does 
this have to do with homosexuality?” Notice 
that the homosexual mentality is based upon 
the understanding that the unnatural use of 
their bodies cannot procreate naturally to 
produce ‘fruit’ or children by which such a 
lifestyle may be sustained. They must borrow 
or find other means by which to reproduce. 
Thus, they ‘recruit’ though the use of Satan’s 
lie (no right or wrong, no true self-identity 
to be found from God and Nature’s God, 
and thus, self-gratification in the here and 
now is all that is necessary for fulfillment) in 
efforts of adopting or utilizing psychological 
methods of removing any standard of moral 
righteousness.  

Satan’s influence has come full-circle in 
our current culture that now creates an arti-
ficial way of reproducing followers of his lie. 
God, through His prophet Ezekiel, laid out 
the path that would bring them to become 
lovers of themselves rather than a nation that 
would seek after His will. “Behold, this was 
the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, full-
ness of bread, and abundance of idleness was 
in her and in her daughters, neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 
And they were haughty, and committed abom-
ination before me: therefore I took them away 
as I saw good” (Ezekiel 16:49-50). Notice how 
the sin of pride, self-satisfaction, and idleness 
which turns the mind away from the needs of 
others, leads to the iniquity of Sodom. 

To you who are struggling with the temp-
tation of homosexuality, or to you who know 
someone who has already been overtaken by 
homosexuality, please know that we are pray-
ing for you as you seek God’s will and follow 
after his Word. Know that Satan’s lie has 
deceived you and caused you to believe your 
happiness and self-fulfillment can be self-re-
alized apart from God. God is the giver of all 
that brings us joy and peace. Jesus said, “In 
this world you will have trouble, but be of good 
cheer for I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). As long as we are in this world, Satan 
will continue his influential power and tempt 
us to reject God and accept his lie. However, if 
we turn to Jesus and trust His victorious truth, 
we can overcome any fiery dart Satan hurls! s
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“Homosexual.” Immediately, your mind relays some thought to your senses about that term. What comes to your mind? What religious 
connotation, if any, comes into play?   

Now think of these terms: adultery, fornication, gossip, murder, theft, alcoholism, dishonesty, slander, laziness, filthy language, blas-
pheming the name of God, illegal use of drugs, disrespect for God’s Word, idolatry, covetousness, anger, malice, hatred, racial strife, and 
still others that could be mentioned.  What thoughts come to your senses about these terms? What comes to your mind?  What religious 
connotation comes into play?

Question: Is there any quantitative difference between one who is a homosexual versus one who is an adulterer? Or someone who is 
having sexual relations outside the sacredness of marriage? Or someone who slanders, or is lazy, or allows filth to spew from their mouth, 
or who disgraces God’s name, or who uses drugs illegally, or practices idolatry in some form? Is one who practices homosexuality worse 
than one who is covetous or gets out of control with anger or malice toward others? Is homosexuality worse than racial division and strife 
toward someone whose color of skin is different than mine?

As far as God is concerned, sin is sin and can and will cause one to be lost in Hell if not repented of, and changed their practice of such 
sin(s). When Paul addressed the newly converted Christians in Corinth, he reminded them, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived, Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God,” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 



Do you think it mattered to Paul whether 

one or more of the members there at Corinth 

had lived a former life in practicing homosex-

uality more than an adulterer or other sins 

listed in this passage? Corinth was known 

for being a city of great debauchery and was 

considered a cesspool of any and every kind 

of immorality possibly known to man in the 

First Century. Paul knew that the only thing 

that could change such behaviors was the 

saving power of Jesus Christ and His gospel. 

Paul continually instructed the Corinthian 

church to give up worldly behavior to change 

and reflect the character of Jesus Christ. Paul 

said, “For you are still carnal. For where there 

are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are 

you not carnal and behaving like mere men?” 

(1 Corinthians 3:4). 

In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul’s instructions 

on the man who was involved in incest with 

his father’s wife was clear and to the point.  

With all that Paul said about this young man, 

do you suppose this young man (who later 

repented and changed, and Paul instructed 

for the church to take him back (2 Corinthians 

2:3-11) was less a sinner than one who was 

a practicing homosexual?

After Paul addressed the various sins 

mentioned in 1 Corinthians 6, he contin-

ues to remind his brethren of the danger of  

sexual immorality. Paul admonishes, “Flee 

sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is 

outside the body, but he who commits sexual 

immorality sins against his own body. Or do 

you not know that your body is the temple 

of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 

have from God, and you are not your own? For 

you were bought at a price; therefore glorify 

God in your body and in your spirit, which are 

God’s,” (1 Corinthians 6:18-20). 

Please do not misunderstand this article 

as if I am suggesting that the practice of 

homosexuality is less important than other 

sins. That is certainly not the case. The prac-

tice of homosexuality, like other fleshly sins, 

destroys the very fabric of the family unit as 

God intended and planned. Those who would 

be homosexuals disregard God’s plan for 

husbands and wives to enjoy sexual intimacy 

within marriage and the procreation of chil-

dren within that family structure.  

Paul addressed that particular topic in 1 

Corinthians 7 and, very succinctly, reminds 

husbands and wives of their obligation to use 

their physical relationship toward each other 

as God intended (1 Corinthians 7:1-5). The 

Hebrew writer added to this emphasis on 

marital intimacy when he wrote, “Marriage 

is honorable among all, and the bed unde-

filed; but fornicators and adulterers God will 

judge,” (Hebrews 13:4). Surely the practice of 

homosexuality is a violation of these scriptures 

and others that promote God’s plan of one 

man and one woman in life continually with 

the exception of infidelity found in Matthew 

19:1-9.  

Having set the stage with these thoughts, 

I now ask the question, how can a Christian 

love and appreciate one who is a homosexual 

and yet maintain their fervent love for God?  

Is it inconsistent for a Christian to spend time 

with one who practices homosexuality and yet 

love Christ?

In the 1990s, the religious rage was 

WWJD, What Would Jesus Do? Regardless 

of what good or bad was said about this phe-

nomenon, it is still an excellent question to 

consider. How would Jesus confront a homo-

sexual? How would Jesus lovingly look at one 

that practices a sin that is detrimental to our 

society and disrespectful of God’s law for 

marriage and family?

Would Jesus treat a homosexual as He 

would (and did) those caught in adultery or 

other sinful actions? I believe He would. I 

believe Jesus would not shy away from anyone 

that wanted to be around Him. I believe Jesus 

would try to get to know the person behind 

the sin that was in their life. I believe Christ 

would try to establish a relationship with any 

individual whereby He would be able to say 

things to them that needed to be said. 

On one occasion, Jesus came to Matthew 

(Levi’s) tax office and told Matthew to follow 

Him. The following then took place: “Now it 

happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, 

that many tax collectors and sinners also sat 

together with Jesus and His disciples, for there 

were many, and they followed Him.  And when 

the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with 

the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His 

disciples, ‘How is it that He eats and drinks 

with tax collectors and sinners?’  When Jesus 

heard it, He said to them, ‘Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who 

are sick.  I did not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners to repentance,’” (Mark 2:15-17).

I wonder what kind of conversations Jesus 

had with those tax collectors and sinners? Do 

you think they only talked about the weather or 

what was happening in Jerusalem or Rome? 

Do you really believe that Jesus did not lovingly 

and kindly address their sin issues and what 

He could do for them? Don’t you think He gave 

them an explanation for the main reason He 

had come into this world, to save sinners by 

His death on Calvary’s cross? 

When Jesus encountered the sinful woman 

from Samaria, did He avoid telling her what 

she needed to hear (John 4)? When the 

Pharisees tried to set Jesus up with a moral 

dilemma in John 8, did Christ abstain from 

telling the adulterous woman that she needed 

to quit doing what she was doing?

Today, in our world, there are those who-

have rebelled against God and are doing their 

own thing and living their own way, including 

the practicing homosexuality. How do we con-

front them? How do we befriend them? How 

do we share the gospel with them? The same 

way that Jesus did. We say the same things, 

we act the same way, we follow the same 

process that our Lord did with those sinners 

of His day. With love in our hearts for God, we 

take the love of Jesus and share it to those 

who will listen. May God truly bless our efforts 

as we strive to be salt and light in a world that 

is filled with much darkness and sin. s
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WHAT TO DO  
WHEN YOUR  

SPOUSE  
BECOMES  

HOMOSEXUAL

Many years ago, my wife and I met a 
remarkable couple. They invited us over to 
their home for lunch and told the following 
astounding stories. Both were attractive pro-
fessionals. He was tall and slim, well educated, 
with impeccable manners, and very engaging. 
She was a pretty little woman, small, and even 
petite. It was easy to see that they were deeply 
in love, mutually committed to one another, 
and mutually committed to Christ.

He had been married before. One day, his 
first wife came in and announced to him that 
she was a lesbian. She was leaving him, and 
pursuing this life that she had always wanted, 
she said. He asked what he had done wrong, 
and she said nothing. She said she should 

STEVE HALE
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have told him her inclinations before their 
marriage, but was afraid of losing him. But 
now, she had to be true to herself.

She (our friend of the first paragraph) had 
been married before. One day, her first hus-
band came into her and announced to her 
that he was a homosexual. He was leaving 
her, and pursuing the life he always wanted.  
She asked what had she done wrong, and 
he said nothing. He said he should have told 
her his inclinations before marriage, but was 
afraid of losing her. But now, he had to be 
true to himself.

Naturally, my wife and I just sat there, 
shocked! How astounding they had had  
the same sad experiences in their first mar-
riages.  They became friends and quickly 
found out what each other had been through. 
They shared their pains, disappointments, 
and heartbreak. In the process of all of this, 
they fell in love and married one another. That 
marriage has stood the test of time. It was 
surely forged in the crucible of heartache and 
pain!

While the couple freely shared their pain, 
they also shared their love. One of the things 
they both shared was that had they not gone 
through this, they probably would not have 
found one another. The sting of past betrayals 
was still there, but was in the background due 
to their current love and admiration for one 
another. True, genuine love helps the pain go 
away (Romans 12:9, 15).

What does a person need to know when 
his/her spouse becomes homosexual? Here 
are some suggestions: (1) Nothing new; (2) 
No nastiness; (3) New beginnings.

First, this is nothing new. Homosexuality 
goes all the way back to the early days of the 
Bible (Genesis 19:1-29). In fact, because of 
the “anything goes” mentality of Sodom, they 
wanted to be sexual with the angels that came 
and rescued Lot (Genesis 19:1-5)! Angels are 
not a race, but a company! Therefore, they 
are not even sexual beings (Matthew 22:30; 
Luke 20:36). But, this demonstrates the insa-
tiable appetites of a people completely out of 
control!

Due to the detestable pagan influences of 
the Canaanites and their gods, Israel unfortu-
nately gravitated to their rituals and rites. But, 
as God’s chosen people, they were not to live 
like the pagan nations around them. Moses 
wrote some strong warnings from the LORD:

“You shall not lie with a male as with a 
woman. It is an abomination” (Leviticus 
18:22).

“If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an abom-
ination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them” (Leviticus 20:13).

“As Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having 
given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as 
an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 7).

In the New Testament era, this practice (homosexuality) was very prevalent. Of the first 
fifteen Roman Emperors, fourteen were either homosexual or bisexual. The only straight one 
was Claudius, and his wife served as a prostitute! Therefore, the era of the New Testament 
was inundated with this practice, more so than modern America!

Yet, even in the face of this, Paul said:

“For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, 
and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due” (Romans 1:26-27).

Hopefully, this is sufficient to prove the point that this is nothing new. Others have gone 
through it, and are still going through it. As with the brave couple we began this article with, 
they made it through, and so will you!

Second, let there be no nastiness on the part of Christians when this happens. Is there 
hurt? Certainly! Is there pain? Absolutely! Is there a terrible sense of betrayal? Of course!  
Maybe the innocent spouse had tried to reconcile, and begged their loved one to repent.  
Because of the deceitfulness of sin, the heart is often hardened (Hebrews 3:13). It is possible 
for a person to become so desensitized to sin, they will not respond even to a loving appeal 
(1 Timothy 4:2; Matthew 7:6; 13:4, 19).

Why should there be no nastiness from the Christian? First, God will bring about His ven-
geance and justice (Romans 12:19-21). Our role is to glorify Him, even under stressful and 
very unfair circumstances (1 Corinthians 10:31). Second, no one can control the behavior of 
another person. This is why fathers do not inherit the sins of their sons, nor sons the sins of 
their fathers (Ezekiel 18:20)!

Third, the word porneia, commonly translated fornication or sexual immorality, is a broad 
word which does include, not only heterosexual infidelity, but also homosexual infidelity! In 
other words, if one’s husband or wife is unfaithful through sexual infidelity that is homosexual 
or lesbian, it is an act of fornication (Matthew 19:3-9; 5:31-32). An innocent individual has 
every right to put such a person away for fornication.

Finally, let there be new beginnings. Our original couple found a new beginning through 
Christ and one another. Paul said: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: 
old things have passed away; behold all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5 :17). In 
these new beginnings, more than anyone else, lean on the Lord. He cares (1 Peter 5:7). He 
watches (Psalm 34:15). He listens (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Hebrews 4:16). He wants you to 
draw close to Him (James 4:8-10).

In these new beginnings, lean on other Christians. We are a “one another” people! We 
comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18), hurt for one another (1 Corinthians 12:26), 
pray for one another (James. 5:16), are tenderhearted toward one another (Ephesians 4:32), 
and love one another (Colosians 3:14). A support group of this magnitude is indispensable 
through new beginnings.

It may be, as our original couple, you find some strong, fine Christian to marry. Solomon 
said: “He who finds a wife finds a good thing, And obtains favor from the LORD” (Proverbs 
18:22). Certainly, God does demonstrate His love and care for us through wonderful Christian 
husbands and wives!

Use discernment, though. Don’t jump from “the frying pan into the fire.” Solomon also said: 
“It is better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, than in a house with a contentious woman” 
(Proverbs 25:24). Since God is no respecter of persons, the same is true with a contentious 
man (Acts 10:34)!

Dear friend, do not assume false guilt because you have been hurt and betrayed. Lovingly 
confront (Matthew 18:15-20). If it cannot be resolved by the other person leaving homosexu-
ality and/or lesbianism, take care of yourself. Remember the definition of porneia.

Find the help and support you need to put this behind you, and go into a new beginning. s
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A               man goes forward during the invitation song and asks 
for prayers. He states that he is struggling with drug 
abuse but doesn’t go into details. The congregation sup-
ports the man saying they will pray for him. Prayers are 

offered at that time, maybe a few others are offered during the week 
by the prayer warriors in that congregation. What happens next is 
heartbreaking.

Many of the congregation start seeing the sin instead of the man 
struggling with sin, the man who, because of a work injury, became 
addicted to the pain medication he was prescribed. He becomes 
a drug addict instead of a soul seeking help from his brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

Job’s wife is a woman we know little about. But what we think 
of automatically when she is mentioned is that she told Job to curse 
God and die. What we may not think about is that she lost all ten of 
her children, her livelihood, and she may have feared she was losing 
her husband also, as he was covered from head to toe with boils.

It is difficult to lose even one child. Uncertainty looms when jobs 
are lost. Minds are filled with worry for the future when a spouse gets 
sick. Is it so unusual then, that Job’s wife felt demoralized, weakened 
to despair?

Our perception is often skewed by what we think we know, when 
in reality, we don’t know enough to judge the heart of anyone who is 
clearly struggling. As mentioned above, we see a drug addict rather 
than a brother needing encouragement. Our vision is colored.

What happens more frequently is the man actually resists telling 
anyone, much less going forward, for fear that he is the only Chris-
tian dealing with sin in his life. The problem? We normally appear to 
our own brothers and sisters in Christ as if we have it all together, 
that there is not a cloud in the sky. However, we are all dealing with 
something that is potentially detrimental to our own faith in Christ. God 
forbid that any should fall from grace due to inner struggle with sin!

Scripture undoubtedly holds the solution to these problems. Acts 

2:42-47 says, “ And they were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe, and many wonders 
and signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who 
believed were together and had all things in common; and they began 
selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with 
all, as anyone might have need. And day by day, continuing with one 
mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they 
were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”

Matthew Henry says this concerning verse 42, “They not only 
had a mutual affection to each other but a great deal of mutual con-
versation with each other; they did not turn hermits, but were very 
intimate with one another, and took all occasions to meet. They were 
concerned for one another, sympathized with one another and heartily 
espoused one another’s interests. They were with one accord, not 
only no discord nor strife, but a great deal of holy love among them.”

Communion with the saints involves truly getting to know one 
another, confessing sin and praying specifically for those needing 
help. We all need encouragement, friends we can count on to lift us 
up when we are feeling low. Fellowship is one of the many bless-
ings God had granted us. But, it is of no use unless we partake of 
it properly.

The first century church didn’t get together just to eat or even 
play. They spent their time together focusing on Christ and each 
other, building one another up, growing in their faith, as well as, in 
their relationships with one another. As a result, they thrived and 
grew exponentially.

A young married couple gets invited to a gospel meeting followed 
by a fellowship meal at the local congregation. They are instantly 
drawn in by what they see and hear. You see, the congregants are 
immersed in fellowship, just as God would have them to be. s
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IS OUR  
FELLOWSHIP  

LACKING?



Someone once said, “The smallest package in the world is a 

person wrapped up in himself.” Put simply, a person that is focused 

or centered on self is usually small in character and spiritually stunted. 

How does one know if he or she is a “small package?” Begin by  

asking yourself these questions: 

• Do I use personal pronouns often (I, me, my, mine)? 

• Do I mirror myself continually in the opinion of others? 

• Do I listen greedily to what people say about me?

• Do I take credit when it’s someone else’s plan, idea, or work? 

• Do I expect to be appreciated? 

• Do I insist on consideration and respect? 

• Do I sulk if people are not grateful? 

• Do I shirk my duties if I so desire? 

• Do I do just what will be noticed by others? 

• Do I believe I deserve a position?

• Do I enjoy having authority over others? 

• Am I suspicious, jealous, and envious of others? 

• Am I sensitive to slights?

• Am I unforgiving of a criticism?

If you answer Yes to any of these questions, you may be a “small 

package.” After considering the thoughts, characteristics, and actions 

of a self-centered person, envision the striking contrast of Jesus Christ. 

The center or focus of his life was to reveal and glorify the Father,  

“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You 

have given me to do, And now, O Father, glorify Me together with 

yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” 

(John 17:4-5). Paul wrote of Jesus’ great humility, He “made Himself 

of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 

the likeness of men, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 

the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). 

If we want to be like Christ, we will make His thoughts our thoughts. 

We will reflect His characteristics, like the moon reflects the glory of 

the sun. We will not seek to be noticed or credited with good deeds 

(ours or others). “Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not 

sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, 

I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable 

deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees 

in secret will Himself reward you openly” (Matthew 6:2-4). We will 

seek anonymity, and give God the glory for any good in which we may 

be involved, and which may result.

Instead of seeking praise, we will praise others. Life will become 

less about us, and more about Jesus. It will be less about someone 

serving us and more about serving those in need. In short, instead of 

being wrapped up in ourselves, we will be wrapped up in Jesus! s
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S M A L L E S T  P A C K A G E  I N  T H E  W O R L D

Today’s Verses:  
“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:11).  

“When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is wisdom” (Proverbs 11:2).  
“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18).



We have added 18 new audio files to our website that are available 
for purchase and immediate download on our website. You can down-
load them directly to your phone or tablet to listen to as you drive or 
exercise. These powerful messages can be easily shared with friends 
or family members and are sure to help build your faith. You can 
download these educational lessons in our store at focuspress.org.

LISTEN TO LEARN



Having looked into the tearful eyes of parents whose children 
have abandoned the Faith, I have learned there are a million miles 
between our children “going through the motions” in reference to 
their spiritual lives versus our children possessing hearts that dictate 
their actions. In this column, I plan to share with you what I hope 
to instill in the hearts of my own children and those whom I love.

Judas did not possess it. Neither did David. In fact, had Adam 
and Eve possessed more of it, we might not be in the mess we find 
ourselves today. What is “it”? Self-control. Simply put, we do not like 
telling ourselves “no.”

 
Here’s what I intend to teach my children about 

self-control.
When you get older you will discover that you have the ability to 

sit down and binge on 12 hours of Netflix movies or eat an entire 
container of Oreos (or, in my case, ice cream!). However, while that 
option exists to adults, it does not mean those are healthy or produc-
tive choices. Instead, you must train yourself to have discipline and 
only eat 2-3 Oreos. This discipline is known as “self-control” and it 
is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Proverbs 25:28 
says, “Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken 
down, without walls.”

The Christian life is a disciplined life. You are not your own. You 
were bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). One of the toughest 
things you will learn after you leave the home is how to discipline 
yourself with all your newfound freedoms. Every day you will discover 
you must choose—choose between the narrow path and the broad 
way. Be prepared to train yourself and limit yourself.

In the 1980s, there was a flurry of scientific studies published 
about the addicitive properties of drugs such as cocaine. One of the 
studies used rats that were tethered in their cages and rigged to 
self-administer cocaine by pressing a lever. The researchers discov-
ered that rats that were isolated would continue to self-administer 
cocaine until they died (Bozarth and Wise 1985).  Rats that were not 
isolated and had things to play with did not use cocaine to the same 
degree. Think about that—rats that had better things to think about 
and had companions were not as likely to overdose on cocaine.

In a Stanford research study years earlier, Walter Mischel studied 
children and their reaction to an instant small reward or two rewards 
later if they waited a short period of time (15 minutes). This study is 
often referred to as the “Marshmallow Test” because the rewards 
offered to children were often marshmallows. One of the most unique 
aspects of this research was that years later Mischel did a follow up 
study and discovered that the children who demonstrated delayed 
gratification also did considerably better on the SAT, performed better 
in school, and had overall better life outcomes.

Mischel’s “Marshmallow Test” demonstrated that self-control can 
be learned. Children would often look at the reward differently. In a 
New York Times piece, Mischel observed, 

The children who succeed turn their backs on the cookie, 
push it away, pretend it’s something nonedible like a piece 
of wood, or invent a song. Instead of staring down the cookie, 
they transform it into something with less of a throbbing pull 
on them … If you change how you think about it, its impact 
on what you feel and do changes (See https://www.nytimes.
com/2014/09/14/opinion/sunday/learning-self-control.ht-
ml?mcubz=0).

In other words, it is how you view something. You must be willing 
to battle. Consider this—God gave the Israelites the Promised Land, 
but they still had to battle for it. Self-control is similar in that you will 
often have an internal battle. You must therefore train yourself to 
have self-control.

Paul describes running the race striving for the crown, “And every-
one who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who 
beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” 
1 Corinthians 9:25-27).

Peter wrote, “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add 
to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to 
self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things 
are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-8).

It is my prayer that as you mature and grow in Him you will also 
grow in self-control. Keep working and keep at it. I guarantee it will 
be worth it in the end! s
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Brad Harrub, Ph.D.
Heart of the Matter

Love, Dad

self-control
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Jack Wilkie speaks from experience. Many 

of his peers have walked away from the 

church. In his seminar The Lost Gener-

ation Jack explains how we reached this 

point. He also identifies some of the current 

reasons so many have walked away and 

how we can fix it. This powerful series is 

a must for parents who do not want their 

children to end up as another lost statistic.  

It is available in CD or as a download.

Order online at www.
focuspress.org or 
call 866-313-6474
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