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“ By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 
prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world 
and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” 

H E B R E W S  1 1 : 7
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Was it merely a parable? Was it simply a local flood? Is it a myth 
that never happened? Or is it possible the account contained in Gen-
esis 6-7 was an accurate account of a historical event that changed 
this Earth. As our current generation relaxes their attitude towards 
the authority of God’s Word, one of the causalities is 
the accounts recorded therein—like the Global Flood. 
Professors start to plant seeds of doubt that maybe 
the flood did not really occur. Christians sterilize the 
flood account to be a cute children’s story with two 
giraffes sticking their heads out of the window of an 
ark. Hollywood jumps onboard by producing movies 
that mock the events recorded in Scripture.

But the flood is not some children’s story about 
cute animals boarding an ark. Instead, it is a sober-
ing account of sin and God’s wrath. The truth is our 
society does not want to be reminded about the con-
sequences of sin. And so the attempts to teach it as 
“figurative” are on the rise.

The reality is the flood did occur—the evidence is all around us 
that this earth was once covered in water. The flood literally changed 
everything. It changed topography. It changed weather patterns. It 
drastically changed the human population. 

Recently, I interviewed Ken Ham about the new ark that was built 
in Kentucky. Many Christians have already visited this phenomenal 
attraction. If you have not, we encourage you to take your family/
church family/youth group so that you can see first hand the enormity 
of this boat. I asked Ken: “Why did you build an Ark?”

Ken Ham: 

“AiG’s massive life-size Noah’s Ark presents Americans and 

international visitors with a reminder of the Bible’s account 

of the Ark and the faithfulness of Noah—plus presents 

guests with the historicity of the entire Bible and its gospel 

message. With additional future phases planned at the Ark 

Encounter attraction, these will all proclaim biblical authority 

and the gospel.”

When you visit the Ark Encounter one of the first things that hits 
you is just how big this boat really was, and how long it would have 
taken to prepare it. It is a reminder that God used one man—Noah—
to help save mankind. And if you weren’t clinging to the wood called 

the ark then you perished. Likewise today, if you are not clinging to 
that second piece of wood—the cross—you perish. Consider for 
a moment all of the parallels with water, wood, and one man who 
saved mankind.

Ken Ham continued,

“At Answers in Genesis, we see no point in having people 

just believing in creation, the Flood, or even whether the 

Ark was real. What’s the point of people accepting these 

accounts in the Bible if they have not trusted Christ for their 

salvation? In all we do at AiG, we never separate the Word 

of God and its life-changing gospel message from what 

we teach. It’s our sincere prayer that God will continue to 

use the Ark Encounter, and its sister attraction the Creation 

Museum, to encourage and equip Christians with solid 

answers and to engage unbelievers regarding the truth of 

God’s Word and the gospel. Many Christians have told me 

that their visits have emboldened them to be more active in 

proclaiming God’s Word in their own church and in the area 

where they live. I also rejoice in the salvation testimonies we 

are hearing from our visitors.” 

It is our prayer that this special issue on the flood will embolden 
you and cause you to think about things in a totally new light. I hope 
you will share this issue with friends and family, as you consider how 
the flood impacts you even today. As always, we hope you will Think 
on these things. s

Brad Harrub, Dan Cottrell, Billy Davis, Jerry Groves, Steve Hale,   
Keith Parker, Jack Wilkie, Savannah Cottrell, and Lance Benson

From The Editors

Order online at 
www.focuspress.org 
or call 866-313-6474

The Noahic Flood was responsible for the death of every
land-dwelling creature that was not aboard the ark. That
single event changed the topography of the Earth and
also was a major chapter in the history of mankind. 
Join Dr. Brad Harrub as he reveals the Truth about God’s
punishment on sin.

Lessons Included in this Series:
1. Global Flood: Fact or Fiction
2. Noah Faces a Global Catastrophe
3. Ripples from the Flood: the Ice Age and Origin of Races

$25 
plus shipping 
and handling

THISCHANGES
EVERYTHING

T H I N K  |  M A Y  2 0 1 7    5   

Are You Clinging To That Second Piece of Wood?
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A. Hansen

I was delighted to hear of your endeavor to produce a high school science textbook with a 

biblical worldview. As a millennial and as someone who has gone through secular high school 

and now college, I am continually aware of the anti-Christian worldviews and sentiments 

that my generation seems to be drowning in. I believe it is crucial for the sake of souls that 

a Biblical worldview counter-narrative be provided. Thank you for taking on this challenge. I 

pray that God bless you in this project, and I pray it may impact the lives it touches.

B. Williams

I was just chatting with an old friend of mine via email, Nick Long … and just thought I’d 

drop you the same compliment that I sent to him.

“Happy Birthday to you Nick, and howdy to Jeri for me. And say, I just wanted to send 

you compliments. You sure do a super job month-by-month, on Think. Every time I grab a 

new issue at church, I always skim through the graphics before I read any articles! Always 

excellent, your creativity on it keeps that publication a notch above.”

Brad you have quite an able talent with that fella. And I sure appreciate the entire effort 

on a great publication.

North View church of Christ

We are enclosing our check to help you write and produce a Biblically accurate science 

textbook as outlined in your letter. We would love a copy of this text book when it is available.

R. Reid

I am happy to hear about your writing of a book that is well needed in this world, written 

by a wonderful Christian brother of the church. I am sending money now, but will support 

you every other month. God bless you in this work.

Joann

May God be with you and bless you in this endeavor and in all the work you are doing for 

His church. I hope this small donation helps.



As we near the end of this Great Chapters of the Bible series of 
articles, we turn to the shortest of all the chapters in the list we’ve 
covered over the last two years. 1 John 1 is only 10 verses long, but 
what memorable, useful verses they are. In it we see the basics of 
the Gospel succinctly wrapped up in a way that can be used for our 
own assurance and for teaching others.

John begins his letter with a testimony in the first four verses. It’s 
impossible to read through his words without being reminded of some 
of the important terms from John’s Gospel. There he started off by 
telling us about the Word (logos) who was with God and was God in 
the beginning, and here he reminds us that he is speaking about the 
truth, which was there “from the beginning” in 1:1. We also see the 
logos being referenced as well as Jesus being referred to as the life 
which was manifested, taking us back to John 14:6. There Jesus 
said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” The Gospel of John 
was written so that the reader may believe (John 20:31), and his first 
epistle reminds us of the Jesus in whom we believe. 

That’s not the only focus on Jesus in this introduction, though. 
Gnostic beliefs were beginning to infiltrate the church by the time John 
wrote this letter, and John attacked those beliefs and the people who 
pushed them early and often in these five chapters. His reminder that 
he and others had seen, heard, observed, and touched Jesus was a 
clear refutation of the Gnostic teachings which stated that flesh and 
the physical world were evil and that Jesus must then have only come 
in spirit form. While we aren’t faced with such heresies today, these 
verses are a reminder that Jesus was a real human being, observed 
by many eye witnesses before and after His death and resurrection, 
and that our faith in Him has a solid foundation.

Following that introduction we have six verses that any Christian 
would do well to memorize. Aside from the proofs of Jesus mentioned 
above, some of the most fundamental truths in Christianity can be 

found in 1 John 1:5-10. Here we read that God is perfectly holy - 
“God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” We read that 
every human does have sin—“If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.” We see that, despite 
our sin and His holiness, God offers us the opportunity to walk with 
Him as His family—“If we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the 
Light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.” We see that He gives grace for us in 
our stumbles, as long as we’re being honest with ourselves and with 
Him - “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” And, we see a 
truth that’s critically important in our day and age where “Christian” 
means whatever people want it to mean. We see that you can’t be 
a Christian and go on living an unrepentant life—“If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him and yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth.” 

These ten short verses offer up enough truth to fill sermons and 
articles for years. Some of the very foundations of Christianity are 
found in this chapter. We as Christians need to remind ourselves of 
these truths and encourage each other to walk in the light and keep on 
confessing our sins. We also need to help the world realize that Jesus 
is exactly who He claimed to be, and that He offers forgiveness and 
continual cleansing for the sins we all have in our lives. Spend some 
time in this chapter. Meditate on the truths presented and challenge 
yourself to see how you’ve responded to them in your life. Are you 
walking in the Light? Are you confessing your sins? Are you keeping 
in fellowship with God and with those who are on the same path? On 
the other side of things, are you hiding or denying sins that need to 
be brought into the Light? Let’s take John’s encouragement and His 
challenges and use them to strengthen our walk with our God. s
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Leaning on God is not something that comes naturally in this world 
we live in. I like things to be perfectly in my control; I’m a planner, and 
I would rather have things fall perfectly in place.

But, the thing is, things don’t always fall into place.
Sometimes a family member gets a diagnosis that we don’t want. 

Sometimes, we lose our jobs. Sometimes, our school situations 
change. Sometimes, our plans fall through in general. But here’s the 
thing: this is where leaning on God is of paramount importance. We 
shouldn’t be so wrapped up in what negative things are going on that 
we forget to lean on the God who loves us more than we can imagine.

So, what does it really mean to lean on Him?

It means that we keep scripture in our hearts.
I love the passage from Psalm 119: “I have stored up Your Word 

in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11 ESV). I 
love this passage because it emphasizes the psalmist’s desire to keep 
God’s Word close to his chest, so to speak. 

“But wait,” you might be asking me, “How could he have had 
Scripture yet?” The Bible wasn’t complete in the Old Testament? 
You’re right. It wasn’t. But they still had records of what God did for 
them in Moses’ days, so they knew what God’s commands were, 
and they wanted to keep those commandments in mind at all times. 
The Psalmist declares this intent to the Lord here, and so should we 
in our own hearts. We can do so by turning to His Word and reading 
scripture that instructs, counsels, and comforts us.

Cast your cares on Him
I also love this passage: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, 

casting all your anxieties on Him, because he cares for you” (1 Peter 
5:6-8 ESV). 

This passage has definitely helped me in times when I’ve felt totally 
out of control, whatever the situation, no matter how significant. And 
I recommend this passage to friends who are feeling a similar way. 
God wants us to cast our cares on Him; from the beginning, He has 
wanted to help us in this fallen world, from the time Adam and Eve 
were given skins to wear after their fall (Genesis 3:21) to the cruci-
fixion of His Son.

All in all, He is there for us, and we can lean on Him anytime.

Finally, trust, even when it’s hard.
This goes back to casting cares, but there’s a reason why Solomon 

emphasizes trust in Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths” (ESV).

Trust is another thing that doesn’t come naturally to many. We 
worry so much about our own safety and our own preferences that 
sometimes it’s hard to exit our little happy bubbles and step out of 
our comfort zones to try something new or face our fears. I know I’ve 
definitely felt that way before about many things in my life, whether 
it’s been related to me or any worries I’ve had about loved ones. But 
I can rest assured that God has everyone in His hands, and that all 
things work together for good for those who love Him (Romans 8:28).

In my experience, this is what it means to lean on God: leaning 
on His Word, entrusting my cares to Him, and trusting Him no matter 
what. In this fallen world, we need all the hope we can get. I could not 
be more thankful to have His grace, mercy, and strength to carry me 
through good times and bad. I pray the same for you, dear reader. s
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Savannah Cottrell
Not a Statistic

What it means to lean on

My Heart LeapedGOD



It’s hard to imagine the life Helen Keller knew as a child. She 
described it this way, “Once I knew only darkness and stillness … 
my life was without past or future … but a little word from the fingers 
of another fell into my hand that clutched at emptiness, and my heart 
leaped to the rapture of living.” Her life had been dark and still until 
Anne Sullivan taught her to recognize and say the word “water.” Do 
you suppose Anne’s heart leaped at the thought of helping Helen 
communicate for the first time? Each day the young girl grew in her 
newfound knowledge of words and communication with others, and 
she hungered for more. 

In a spiritual sense, when people are living without the Lord, they 
are in the darkness and stillness of sin, clutching emptiness. But 
God’s word enables them to identify sin in their lives, and with a 
broken and contrite heart embrace salvation through obedience to 
Christ. Jesus’ sole purpose for leaving heaven’s glory was to, “give 
light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:79). He said, “I am the light 
of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 
the light of life” (John 8:12). John wrote about the Lord,“In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 

With Jesus in our lives, we begin to see everything differently. 
“In Your light, we see light.” (Psalm 36:7-9). As a child of the King, 
we live life fully in the present, with drive and insatiable hunger to 
know more about Him. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). With eagerness, 

we look to the future, “rejoicing in hope” (Romans 12:12). For it is 
the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). Our greatest 
desires then,  are to live for Jesus and tell those who are yet groping 
in darkness about our Savior. 

Helen Keller often expressed gratitude for Miss Sullivan’s patience 
and persistence. Who could have known that this confused and com-
plicated child would grow up to be a prolific writer and inspirational 
speaker, imparting a message of hope for all people whether healthy 
or disabled?

Helen’s story prompts a question. Are we willing to be a “spiritual” 
Anne Sullivan’ to those who are groping in the darkness of sin? Helen 
said helping others was one’s only excuse for being in this world. It 
will require us to look for opportunities, and have patience and per-
sistence in teaching lost souls. Some will see, hear, and obey. Then 
we will see hearts leaping with the joy of salvation, and compelled, 
like Helen, to share with others the immeasurable blessings of living 
for Jesus and the incomparable hope of heaven! s

Today’s verse: “We give thanks … praying always for you, since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the 
saints, because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel” 
(Colossians 1:3-5).
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WHAT IS THE REAL  
MESSAGE OF THE FLOOD?
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Law of Uniformity
The Apostle Peter centered in on a very important message. From Bible times until now, 

a “Law of Uniformity” has been pervasively assumed. Peter expresses it in these terms: “For 
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning 
of creation” (2 Peter 3:4). 

Most “scientific” dating theories depend on the assumption that this “Law of Uniformity” 
is true. All of the calculations that lead to the notion of an ancient, billions-of-years-old earth 
are dependent on it: “It takes so many billions of years for organic matter to turn to oil or 
coal; so the earth is that many billions of years old.” All of those calculations are baseless if 
the law of uniformity is not true.

Peter speaks of scoffers, who were saying, 

“Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” For they de-
liberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was 
formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of 
these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the 
same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept 
until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly” (2 Peter 3:4-7).

There are two major exceptions to the so-called law of uniformity: creation itself and the 
flood of Noah’s day. 

God sent mankind more than one message through  
the world-wide, destructive flood of Noah’s day. 



Contrary to popular belief, the orderly uni-
verse and earth’s wide diversity of life forms 
did not come from nothing or by accident. 
“By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, and by the breath of his mouth all 
their host … For he spoke, and it came to 
be; he commanded, and it stood firm” (Psalm 
33:6, 9). God created an inhabitable earth. It 
stands to reason that just as He created the 
first man and woman full-grown, He would 
create a full-grown, fully developed earth for 
them to live on.

In addition, Noah reminds us, God inter-
vened in history another time, that time to 
punish mankind for the violence and wick-
edness with which they had filled the earth. 

The Lord saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And 
the Lord was sorry that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him 
to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will 
blot out man whom I have created 
from the face of the land, man and 
animals and creeping things and 
birds of the heavens, for I am sorry 
that I have made them” (Genesis 
6:5-7).

However, God decided to continue life 
on earth through Noah, who “found favor 
in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8). He 
commanded Noah to build an ark to certain 
specifications (Genesis 6:14-16), and Noah 
did just as God commanded (Genesis 6:22). 
God used the ark to lift Noah and his wife 
and his three sons and their wives, along 
with pairs of animals for food and sacrifice, 
above the violence and wickedness on the 
earth, while the flood destroyed it. Then He 
sat them down on a new earth, cleansed of 
all unrighteousness. 

It is in that way that these eight souls 
“saved by water” (best translation) were a 
type of baptism. “Baptism, which corresponds 
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). 

God brought the flood by causing it to rain 
forty days and forty nights, but rain alone did 
not accomplish the task. “All the fountains of 
the great deep burst forth, and the windows 
of the heavens were opened” (Genesis 7:11). 
“All the fountains of the great deep burst 
forth” would seem to imply earthquakes and 

other cataclysmic events, which, along with 
the waters which covered the earth for nearly 
a year, likely changed the face of the earth, 
the location of rivers, and perhaps even of the 
land masses. Many natural processes were 
likely speeded up or impeded. All things have 
not continued as they were from the begin-
ning of creation. 

God’s Final Judgment  
by Fire Is Coming

Peter uses the fact that “by the word of 
God … the world that then existed was del-
uged with water and perished” as an analogy 
to say another judgment day is coming. “But 
by the same word the heavens and earth that 
now exist are stored up for fire, being kept 
until the day of judgment and destruction of 
the ungodly” (2 Peter 3:6-7). 

To the scoffers who point to Christ’s delay 
as evidence that He is not coming (When 2 
Peter was written, it had been about 37 years 
since Jesus promised to come again!), Peter 
notes three facts:

First, the Law of Uniformity has been 
shown to be false. God has broken into his-
tory in the past and will again (2 Peter 3:4-7).

Second, God’s time-table is not the same 
as ours. “But do not overlook this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day” (2 Peter 3:8). Peter is not giving a for-
mula for counting time in prophetic passages. 
He is saying God does not count time like we 
do. “Soon” to Him is not the same as “soon” 
to us. One thing is sure: Christ’s coming, from 
a human standpoint, is 2000 years sooner 
than when He promised to come. 

Third, he tells us why Christ has delayed 
His coming. Unbelievers frequently ask, “If 
God is both infinitely good and infinitely pow-
erful, why doesn’t He do away with all the 
sorrow and evil in the world?” The answer, of 
course, is, “He will. He will bring this world to 
an end and set every injustice right.” “Well,” 
they may then ask, “why is He waiting? 
Couldn’t He do it now?” “Yes, He could, but 
He is waiting to give you time to become a 
committed believer; so you will not be part of 
the evil He destroys.” “The Lord is not slow 
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

The Nature of Effective Faith
Another message the story of Noah and 

the Flood teaches us is what it means to do 
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something by faith. The Hebrews writer tells 
us, “By faith Noah, being warned by God 
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent 
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world 
and became an heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith” (Hebrews 11:7). We have 
noted already that God told Noah to build an ark 
according to certain specifications, and Noah 
did just as God commanded. Saving faith is 
trust, trust to the point that we do what the 
person we trust said to do to receive what He 
promised.

Proper Use of the  
Old Testament

Another message from the story of the 
flood, a final one for this article, is how to 
properly use the Old Testament. “Now these 
things happened to them as an example, but 
they were written down for our instruction,  
on whom the end of the ages has come”  
(1 Corinthians 10:11).

There is a plain command from God in Gen-
esis: “Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. 
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and 
out with pitch. This is how you are to make it 
… .” I confidently expect you have not built 
your ark yet. You know it is a command of 
God, but you also know it was not given to 
you. However, we have also seen that there 
are important messages that we, in New Tes-
tament times, can legitimately draw from it.

The laws of Moses, from the Ten Com-
mandments to when, where and how to 
worship, were given to the children of Israel. 
Christians are no more bound to obey them 
than we are to build an ark. However, the Old 
Testament is the God-breathed word of God. 
What it tells us about creation, states about 
God, predicts about the coming Christ, or about 
any other subject, is true. And, as the passages 
cited above state, many things, including Noah 
and the flood, provide examples from which 
we can learn.

Conclusion    
Watch, therefore. “But concerning that day 

and hour no one knows, not even the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. As 
were the days of Noah, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware 
until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man”  
(Matthew 24:36-39). s



faith and commitment in the heart of their mother and, together, she and Noah would have 
provided the safe haven for their boys during their developing years. One can imagine that 
in the outside world, the horror of total evil practiced by other relatives, neighbors, and peers 
must have created a continual battle. Was there danger for family members from jealous, 
drunken revelers, even in the routine necessity of going to the market to buy food and other 
necessities? Within the security of their home, they must have kept God as their central focus, 
following the teachings handed down by the patriarchs and being obedient to the righteous-
ness they would have learned through God’s direct communication. The contrast between the 
evil around them and the God-centered righteousness in the example and verbal teachings of 
Noah and his wife would have given the sons the strong foundation they needed. One can also 
envision prayers for righteous wives for Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and the parental guidance 
in the qualities they should look for in the women who would share their lives.

We know from Genesis 6:3 that when man’s wickedness became so all-pervasive that God 
could no longer tolerate it, He determined to wait in patience for 120 more years, allowing 
time for any who would repent to do so. Actually, the Scriptures don’t say at what point in time 
Noah was told to build the ark—if it was 20 years before his children were even born, or if it 
was 50 years down the way, or the year before the flood! We only know from Genesis 5:32 
that Noah was 500 years old when his sons were born, and he was 600 years old when they 
entered the ark, meaning that the “boys” would have been about 100 years in age, mature, 
able to have their own depth of belief in God, they were married, and were able to help with 
the construction of the ark. Obviously they shared Noah’s conviction that the warning God 
had given would come to pass even though it seems that there had not even been “rain” up 
to that time. We know from Hebrews 11:7 and 2 Peter 2:5, that while God was waiting and 
the ark was being built, Noah was preaching to any who would listen. His family heard, but 
no one else believed the dire warnings or turned from their wickedness.

Our world is rapidly turning away from the Biblical principles that have strongly influenced 
both government and culture since the spread of Christianity. Today, in the majority of homes, 
both parents are working at full time jobs, and many children are “latch-key kids,” which 
translates to the reality that they are largely raising themselves with the help of unmonitored 
TV and computer/video games. By the time the parents are home, dinner has to be eaten, 
homework done, laundry and household cleaning taken care of, kids readied for bed—and 
exhausted parents are glad the day’s responsibilities are covered. But where was the time 
for one-on-one sharing with the children, to be aware of their personal needs? Where was 
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What was Noah’s world like? 
Genesis 6:5 tells us: “Then the Lord saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.”  

Galatians 5:19-21 lists some of the evils 
that would have filled the hearts of humans: 
“… adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewd-
ness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambi-
tions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like …”  
Included in the list could also be bestiality, 
pedophilia, rape, gambling, lying, deceit, law-
lessness, etc.

We look around today and we see fright-
ening movement toward the kind of world that 
surrounded Noah and his family. With all of 
that corruption and evil influence, the question 
is, “How was Noah able to keep his family 
righteous and committed to God, so that they 
boarded the ark that would transport them to 
safety?” Our question also is, “How can we 
keep our families righteous and committed to 
God, living in that ark of safety He has pro-
vided for humanity?”

There are named members of Noah’s 
family—Lamech, who died shortly before the 
flood, and Methuselah, who died the year of 
the flood—who would have been an influence 
for good in the upbringing of Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. We are not told much about 
the homelife of Noah. But certainly there was 

BETTY BURTON CHOATE



the time for family togetherness and, even 
more important, where was the time for family 
devotional Bible study? In too many cases, this 
rushed secular life results in the children of 
Christian parents being totally unprepared to 
stand on their own feet spiritually, so when 
they are taught evolutionary concepts in 
school and feel the influence of their liberal 
college professors and non-Christian peers, 
they totally leave the faith. The Ark of Salvation 
sails without them.

We are in that period of waiting, in which 
God is giving opportunity for those who are 
searching for His truth, but the Ark of Salvation 
has been prepared and it is vital that we, as 
Christians, do all within our power to “get our 
family on the ark.” How can we do that?

•  It is vital that both parents have God 
as their central focus, so that they are 
united in keeping that focus before their 
children.

•  Yes, there are situations in which there 
is no choice but that both parents work 
outside the home, with the sad result 
that the children typically pay the great-
est price. If there is any way to pare back 
on spending for unnecessary things, 
allowing the mother to be the “keeper of 
the home” especially while the children 
are pre-teens, the family-unit prosper-
ity would far outweigh the sacrifice of 
“things.” (See Titus 2:3-5 and 1 Tim-
othy 5:14.) Actually, indulging children 
in too many of their “wants” is often far 
more damaging than teaching them to 
deny themselves. Children who have 
had everything their little hearts desired 
grow into adults who somehow believe 
that the world now owes them the same 
kind of life. Too many of the younger 
generations in America are still spoiled 
children floundering in an adult world in 
which they do not know how to function. 

•  With Christ, family, and a spiritual basis for daily life, the family unit can move ahead 
with a singular focus. Parents must be on guard for peer and worldly influence in the 
speech their children use, in their clothing choices, in their extra-curricular activities, in 
their movie/TV/video entertainment [both the content and the amount of time spent on 
these things each day], and in their choice of friends. In response to these challenges, 
parents can interject into conversations the moral and spiritual perspective offered in 
God’s word, without always resorting to being “preachy.” 

Parents themselves should never in anger use curse words, setting the example of pure 
speech first and then correcting their children when the influence of their peers evidences 
itself: “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how 
you ought to answer each one” (Colossians 4:6; Matthew 5:33-37). 

Concerning immodest clothing, I am sometimes shocked at what I see Christian mothers 
wearing to worship—and then when girls are scantily clothed, I wonder, “Who paid for that 
skimpy, revealing outfit?” Yes, mothers are often guilty of allowing their daughters to be 
molded by the world—and where is the objection of the Christian dad when he sees his little 
girl (or his wife) going out in clothes that will arouse lust in the hearts of the males who see 
her? Parents, you are responsible! See 1 Timothy 2:9,10.

Our thinking and behavior are shaped by what we put into our heads. Parents should 
carefully teach this truth to their children from young ages, monitoring what they watch and 
play. Entertainment that shows, and portrays as “normal,” immorality, adultery, homosexual-
ity, cheating, and other deviant behavior that is being foisted into acceptance by our broken 
culture should never be allowed. Parents must carefully and repeatedly teach their children 
not only the condemnation in God’s word of such behavior, but they must also help them 
to see the devastating results of those sins: broken homes, abandoned children, disease. 
(Matthew 5:27-32).

•  Not only must parents teach against worldly thinking and behavior, but as was stressed 
to the Israelites, “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up” 
(Deuteronomy 6:6,7). Permeating day-to-day interaction between parents and children 
should be God’s perspective, drawn from His word, concerning all aspects of life and 
activity. On the way to school, memory verses can be practiced; questions about school 
activities and classmate speech/dress/behavior can be discussed while preparing the 
evening meal, etc. Make this spiritual overview a normal part of daily life, so that the 
children see it as such, not as a “Sunday thing” while the rest of the week is as secular 
as the lives of their friends.

•  Make family Bible study and spiritual discussion a vital part of the daily life, not a token 
that is just “squeezed in” before leaving for school or going to bed.  

•  Involve the children/family in whatever activities the church plans—door knocking, Lads 
to Leaders, inner city mission work, regular and special Bible classes, VBS, special 
group outings, etc.—never putting spiritual things second to ball games or any other 
secular activity. When children are reared with the awareness that their spiritual life 
and involvement are the top priorities, that awareness and involvement will continue to 
permeate their adult lives.

Conclusion: Parents are responsible for covering every need in the lives of their children, 
but nothing is as important as equipping them to be on board God’s Ark of Salvation. When 
that is the focus of the entire family, everyone should be able to look forward to spending 
eternity together with God! Hallelujah! What a victory! s
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Have you ever been to a lake, a big lake? That’s what the Sea of 
Galilee is; one very big lake. Although it is far away in Israel, it’s very 
similar to our lakes at home. The frogs sing at night, shells and rocks 
line the shore, and minnows swim in the shallows. Most of the time 
the water is calm, it barely even has a wave, and if you look down 
into it, you can see your reflection staring back at you as if you were 
looking into a mirror. But sometimes, a storm blows in and the waves 
grow big and tall, rocking the boats up and down. 

It was in that wild kind of weather that Jesus came walking on the 
water to the apostles. Let’s look at the text …

“Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowd. After 
He had dismissed them. He went up on a mountainside by Himself 
to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves 
because the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night 
Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw 
Him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,’ they said, 
and cried out in fear” (Matthew 14:22-26).

Boats in the time of Jesus were not very big and, during a storm, 
were a little frightening to be in. Can you imagine if you were one of 
the apostles in the middle of a big lake in a tiny boat with a storm 
brewing? That alone would be scary, but then imagine that you see 
a man walking on the water towards you. Yikes! I know I would be 
afraid. Jesus knew His friends were scared, so He reassured them 
that everything was okay. 

“But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t 
be afraid’” (Matthew 14:27).

But, the apostles where still scared, so Peter called out …
“‘Lord, if it’s You,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to You on  

the water.’” 
Jesus told him to “Come.” 
Here’s what I want us to think about today. Sometimes we are 

scared of something new, something different, something we aren’t 
used to doing, but sometimes, like Peter we have to take a leap  
of faith. 

Peter did get out of the boat and go to Jesus. He stepped out into 
the stormy waters. That took a lot of courage. 

As followers of Christ, we sometimes have to do new and scary 
things, like leading singing for the first time, or saying a prayer in 
front of people, talking to a friend about Jesus, or asking a friend 
to church. Things like that can require a lot of courage, but they are 
things that need to be done.

Unfortunately, Peter ended up taking his eyes off of Jesus, almost 
sank, and Jesus had to save him. When we try something new, some-
times it goes really well at first, but then something goes wrong, and 
we get scared again. Maybe one of our friends didn’t want to come 
to church with us when we asked them, or we messed up leading 
a song. We want to give up. But like Peter, we need to take Jesus’ 
hand and have courage.

TAKING A LEAP OF FAITH
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Question of the Month 
What is your favorite account in the Bible? Why? Discuss the people in the narrative. What is it 

about them that you like? What are their strengths/weaknesses? Is there anything about them that 
you could learn from and put into your own life?

WORD 
SEARCH

Challenge of the Month 

Find a notebook and try to start writing one letter to God every day.  
Tell Him about your day, how you’re feeling, things you’re worried or excited about,  

things you are thankful for, and how much you love Him! 

COURAGE

FAITH

FRIENDS

GALILEE

ISRAEL

LAKE

PETER

STORM

WALKING

WAVES

LEAP!
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SAVANNAH COTTRELL

“I’m sorry.”
“I forgive you.”
I remember those five words being exchanged a lot as a child 

and in my preteens, both with myself and my own peers, as well as 
friends around me. And, thankfully, it’s a practice that’s continued 
through my adult years.

But it hasn’t always been that way.
Even as an adult, I’ve had a hard time forgiving. But did I still 

forgive? Absolutely, even when it was the hardest, even when my 
feelings were so hurt that I didn’t know how I could spend time with 
that person again.

I’ve also had people not be quick to forgive me, either, even after 
I’d apologized. No one likes the feeling that they aren’t liked anyway, 
and when it feels like they’re against you for whatever reason, it feels 
that much worse. 

But do you still forgive them? Yes.
I can tell you all the stories I want, but I feel like the best example 

is Jesus Himself. Let me show you a few ways in which He forgave 
or taught forgiveness.

He told His disciples to pray for forgiveness.
The Lord’s Prayer as outlined in Matthew 6:9-13 is not only what 

Jesus used to teach His disciples how to pray, but it’s a great example 
for us to pray, too. One of many things Jesus outlines in His exam-
ple is to ask forgiveness of “our debts, as we forgive our debtors” 
(Matthew 6:12).

What does that mean?
It means that we forgive others as we ask forgiveness. It means 

that we ask others to be forgiven along with us for everything. God 
is able to forgive everyone for anything, so it’s incredibly important 
that we ask.

He emphasized the importance of repeated 
forgiveness.

I used to think forgiveness was a process. I’ve since learned that 
forgiveness is actually a once-for-all action that sometimes has to 
be repeated. If you forgive, you have to forgive everything, not just 
a little at a time.

Jesus wanted to make sure His followers knew this, too. When 
asked if someone needed to be forgiven up to seven times, Jesus 
replied that they ought to be forgiven “seventy times seven” (Matthew 
18:21-22).

The number itself does not matter. The point is that if forgiveness 
is needed, forgive. Period. End of sentence. No matter how many 
times. No matter what the reason.

He asked God to forgive those  
who crucified Him.

Jesus went through the worst thing imaginable—His own people 
putting Him on a cross. Now, He knew that this had to happen. He 
certainly did not want it to happen, but He did ask that God’s will be 
done (Matthew 26:39-42). Not to mention He loves us that much 
(John 3:16).

But when Jesus was on that cross, and when He was being 
rebuked after being beaten in worse ways than we can fathom, you 
know what He did? He asked God to forgive them anyway. He said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 
23:34). Yes, the crucifixion still happened. God did not immediately 
take His pain away. Instead, His will was done, and now we have 
hope in Heaven with Him.

No matter where we are in life, God cares greatly for us, and He 
wants us to show the same care to others, even when they do us 
wrong. 

Before I sign off, I wanted to remind you that no matter what you’ve 
done, God always forgives. He forgives others, and He forgives you. 
Don’t ever forget that.

Forgive  
Because  
Jesus  
Forgave
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This Month’s Hashtag
#GodAlwaysForgives

This month, we challenge you to post this hashtag as your status on social media.  
You can post it by itself, or you can tell how God has shown forgiveness in your life.

Have you forgiven someone lately?

What was the hardest thing you’ve had to forgive someone for?

How can you forgive someone today?

Discussion Questions
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IF GOD NEEDED A NOAH TODAY
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The title might cause many to say, “What 
do you mean ‘If,’ we do need a Noah today!” 
Admittedly, things have gotten more than just 
a wee bit troublesome lately, but I suspect we 
are nevertheless in better shape than “every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” and, surely there are more than 
eight righteous in all the earth. That said, I 
believe the times do justify our taking a look 
into what would bring the need for a Noah 
today. Perhaps thinking about it might prevent 
such a need from arising?

In analyzing what would prompt the need 
for a Noah, I believe there are two ways we 
need to look at the question. Times have 
changed. Noah was part of a universal group 
all under the somewhat mysterious Patriarchal 
Age. Today, there is a sharp division between 
those in Christ and those who are not. First, 
let’s take a look at the world outside of  
Christ. What types of things would we expect  
to be present should a Noah-esque event be  
called for?

To answer those questions we need to 
consider the things that make God the most 
angry. Consider the following: the abomina-
ble immoral, bloodthirsty practices associated 
with idolatry (Deuteronomy 12:31; 16:22); a 
person who loves violence (Psalm 11:5); 
haughty eyes; a lying tongue; hands that shed 
innocent blood; a heart that devises wicked 
plans; feet that run rapidly to do evil; and a 
false witness who utters lies (Prov. 6:16-19).

These practices certainly point an ominous 
finger at our times! Even though we do not find 
images serving as idols in much of the world, 
sexual perversion certainly runs rampant. 
Violence kills thousands daily. Pride engulfs 
billions. Lying has become commonplace. 
Abortion sheds the most innocent blood of 
all. The world seems obsessed with devising 
ways to take advantage of others. Not only is 
evil practiced, it is pursued with zeal. False 
witnesses are uncovered with such regularity 
that a courtroom is no longer considered a 
place where justice is commonly served.

I’m reminded of lyrics by Bob Dylan, “It’s 
not dark yet, but we’re getting there.” That 
said, and times being different today from 
Noah’s time, what role should the church play 
in the spirit of Noah to preach to our obviously 
sin-filled world?

To delve into this, I will provide a set of 
Scriptures addressing incorrect behaviors and 

how Christians are to address them. I wish to 
combine in a Discovery project to see what 
we might find. The Scriptures are Romans 
1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Acts 17:16-
34; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Colossians 4:5-6; 
Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Peter 3:15; John 13:34-
35; John 17:21-23; Romans 8:29; Ephesians 
5:11-12; John 3:17; John 3:19-21.

Here are some insights I believe we can 
fairly derive from the preceding texts as they 
present a wide range of thought on the matter. 

1.  The church is more responsible for itself in 
the matter of addressing sin than for the 
world in general.

2.  If the church gives its primary passion to 
its charge from God, this will ultimately be 
its best influence on the world.

3.  When the sinfulness of the world is ad-
dressed pointedly, it is most commonly 
addressed among brethren.

4.  To an extent, and it is but to an extent, we 
will share the marketplace with the world, 
but we should at such times let them see 
what light looks like.

5.  God’s agenda is not served when we are 
more concerned with judging the world than 
with holding ourselves accountable.

6.  Nevertheless, we must with both love and 
truth never waver from clearly understand-
ing all sinful behaviors! 

7.  Our rebuke of the shameful world is most 
powerfully found in our exposing their 
darkness with light.

8.  Therefore, if a Noah were needed today, he 
would primarily be needed in the church.

What then is the state of the church? 
What angers God, but also what pleases Him 
among His very own? As with our previous 
questions, let us look at Scripture: Romans 
8:29; Colossians 1:24-29; Ephesians 4:11-
16; Hebrews 5:12-14; Ephesians 4:17-5:21; 
Galatians 2:20; Galatians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 
3:18; 1 Peter 3:15; Ephesians 3:16-19; Phi-
lippians 2:5; Colossians 4:5-6; Ephesians 
3:20-21; Hebrews 10:24-25.

Again, let us consider the insights we 
might gain regarding how Noah might address 
the status of the Lord’s church.

1.  Understanding that our overriding charge 
before God is to be conformed to the image 

of Jesus is a charge that needs work. We 
often evidence more interest in politics or 
sports than we do in Christ-likeness!

2.  Paul’s first order of business with a new 
church was to present every Christian 
complete in Christ. This he pursued with 
admonishing, teaching, labor, and striving!

3.  When the Christians addressed by the 
Hebrews writer had not wisely used their 
time so as to understand a rather mature 
understanding of an analogy between Jesus 
and Melchizedek, he explained how life in 
Christ was supposed to work. His rebuke 
was very straightforward. How many today 
who, “because of the time,” would fare 
better than those rebuked in Hebrews?

4.  The ways of the world are clearly to be 
exchanged for the ways of the Christ. While 
God gives material blessings to be enjoyed 
and worldly tactics employed to avoid sin 
fail (Colossians 2:20-23), the ways of the 
world that surround us daily must be held 
at bay as we devote ourselves to godly 
activities.

5.  Paul stands as the very example of what he 
preached as he could say that he no longer 
lived but Christ lived in him.

6.  Should we be more interested in ourselves 
than meeting with brothers and sisters to 
stimulate each other in the much needed 
practice of love and good deeds, what has 
happened?

7.  The attitudes of kindness and forgiveness, 
industrious lives, temperance, edification, 
appropriate speech, being children of light, 
seeking to please God, and being selfless 
are not mere suggestions.

8.  The plan of God for the church has the 
power to turn the world upside down today 
as it did in the early days of the church!

Do we need a Noah today? Even if we are 
moving rapidly in that direction, times have 
changed. It is the church today that is charged 
with affirming Jesus in both word and deed. 
However, should Christians be more fixated, 
even obsessed with getting the world told 
(John 3:17), pursuing political solutions (John 
18:10-11, 36), and overindulging in material 
concerns (Matthew 6:19-24), where is the 
Noah that is so badly needed by the world? s



The USS Indianapolis delivered the world’s 
first atomic bomb to the island of Tinian on 
July 26, 1945. At fourteen minutes past mid-
night, on July 30, 1945, she was struck by 
two torpedoes from an I-58 Japanese sub-
marine. The first hit blew away the bow. The 
second one hit near the middle of the ship 
adjacent to the fuel tank and powder maga-
zine. The resulting explosion split the ship to 
the keel, knocking out electrical power. Within 
minutes, the USS Indianapolis started sinking 
rapidly. Of the 1,196 on board, approximately 
900 made it to the water in the twelve min-
utes before she sank. They would remain in 
the water 4 days before they were acciden-
tally discovered. It would be almost 5 days 
before survivors were pulled from the water. 
Of the 900 crew members who made it into 
the water, only 317 remained alive. They 
battled starvation, extreme thirst, exposure 
of salt water to their wounds, and constant 
shark attacks. I cannot imagine such a plight. 
It makes me tremble when I put myself in 
their position. When I think about being one of 
those crew members, I imagine being thrown 
from a sinking ship, floating in the middle of 
the ocean, the salt pouring into my open 
wounds, sharks surrounding me, my fellow 
crew members screaming in agony as the 
sharks devoured them alive. I think about the 
intense grumbling of my stomach due to a 
lack of food. My lips cracked and my throat 
so dry that I can hardly swallow. I think about 
my sunburned face, my wrinkled skin, and my 
dehydrated body. I can hardly fathom such a 
horrible ordeal. 

I think about those who fell victim to the flood. Imagine what must have been racing through 
their minds as they witnessed the deluge of rain and the flood waters rise. What were their 
final thoughts as they gasped their last breaths? Did they reflect on Noah’s preaching; wishing 
they would have listened? Did they use those last few breaths to cry out to God? Think about 
what Noah must have been feeling. He had to have been relieved that he was spared, but I 
imagine that he also felt immense sorrow as he heard the screaming of those drowning and 
saw the lifeless bodies floating all around. If only they would have followed God. 

A point we often miss when it comes to the story of Noah is the fact that he was a preacher. 
1 Peter 2:5 tells us that Noah was “a herald of righteousness.” Unfortunately, he was a very 
unsuccessful preacher. Noah spent 100 years preaching and yet didn’t convert anyone. 
Actually, that’s not true. He converted his family. Noah deserves a lot of credit for the fact 
that he got his family on the boat. He took care of his primary responsibility. Put yourself in 
Noah’s position. Imagine standing on the deck of the ark, looking out over the flood waters 
and knowing that, among the lifeless bodies floating on the surface, is your son or daughter. 
As devastating as the events surrounding the flood would have been for Noah, there must 
have been great comfort in knowing that his family was safe on the boat. 

This life is hard. There is tragedy around every turn. The world has very little to offer in the 
way of wholesomeness and righteousness. However, the raging waters of life are navigated 
a little easier knowing that our family is safe in the arms of Jesus. Our first priority is to get 
our family on the boat. How do we do this? I think Noah gives us some good insight. He was a 
man who “found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8). He is described as “a righteous 
man, blameless in his generation” (Genesis 6:9). “Noah walked with God” (Genesis 6:9). Noah 
stuck out like a sore thumb in an environment that was purely wicked. Like his great-grand-
father, Enoch, Noah walked with God. Genesis 6:22 states, “Thus Noah did; according to all 
that God had commanded him, so he did.” In a world that followed sin, Noah followed God. 
Think about the impact this must have had on his family. Noah was not perfect. He was not 
a flawless individual, but he lived for God in a day and age when others were living for evil. 

I can remember when my son, Zane, was very small. He said to me, “Dad, I want to be 
just like you when I grow up.” Tears welled up in my eyes, not because I was so proud that 
he would want to be like me, but because I knew what he didn’t know. I was not a perfect 
individual, and I’m still far from it. I certainly wasn’t a blameless and righteous man. Why would 
he want to be like me? I looked into his big, blue eyes and I said to him, “Son, don’t be like me. 
Be like Jesus.” And from that point forward I have tried to show Him what Jesus looks like. 

May God bless us all as we strive to get our families on the boat. s

CHRIS MCCURLEY

SAFE ON THE BOAT!
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The story of Noah and the flood is one of 
the most iconic stories of the Bible. It depicts 
Noah’s loyalty and obedience during an unre-
lenting, world-wide rebellion against God. It 
is so well known that a well-budgeted, freely 
adapted version of this Biblical account aired 
in 2014. Popularity of iconic stories, how-
ever, often poses a threat to the integrity of 
their truthfulness. A common problem is the 
tendency to exaggerate, manipulate, and/or 
occasionally decapitate facts from the actual 
event. Our question at hand is to look at the 
flood account recorded in Genesis 6-9 and 
ask the question, “Did it really happen, or is 
the flood just a myth?” 

Dictionary.com provides a generic and 
workable definition of “myth”: “a traditional 
or legendary story, usually concerning some 
being or hero or event, with or without a deter-
minable basis of fact or a natural explanation, 
especially one that is concerned with deities 
or demigods and explains some practice, rite, 
or phenomenon of nature.” On the surface, 
the flood account of Genesis 6-9 seems to 
fit very well into that definition. However, sur-
face observations are not always what they 
seem to be. Finding out the proper answer 
is vital since each outcome presents dras-
tic implications about Biblical inspiration and 
interpretation. To answer the question at hand 
we must explore some challenging questions 
such as: Is Genesis 6-9 to be taken literally 
or figuratively? Did the flood cover the entire 
planet (global) or just populated sections of the 
earth (local)? Would God be just in destroying 
the entire human population except for eight 
people? Would there be any geological proof 
if the entire world was covered with water? 
Does it really matter if it’s not exactly true? 
Unfortunately, we cannot go into depth with 
all of these questions, but we can determine 
whether the flood is a myth by asking three 
brief questions.

1 – Is the Bible inspired by God? 
Inspiration is one of Christianity’s founda-
tional pillars. Without inspiration, we cannot 
know God. Since faith can only be produced 
by hearing God’s Word (Romans 10:17), it is 
essential that what we have is, indeed, God’s 
Word. The Bible itself claims a divine origin: 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
(2 Timothy 3:16, NKJV) and “we have the pro-
phetic word confirmed … knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, for prophecy never came by the 
will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 

IS THE 
FLOOD JUST 

A MYTH?

RICK KENYON



they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21). While these passages certainly apply 
to all sixty-six books of the Bible, contextually, these verses refer to the inspiration of the 
Old Testament—of which we find Genesis 6-9. If we accept the New Testament’s claim to 
inspiration of the Old Testament, then we must accept the reality of the flood account. 

In addition, the New Testament explicitly highlights the flood account by making direct 
references to it. First, Jesus referenced it in Matthew 24:37-39 to illustrate the suddenness 
and decisive manner of the Second Coming: “But as the days of Noah were, so also will 
the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not 
know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man 
be.” Second, the Hebrews writer states, “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not 
yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which 
he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” 
(Hebrews 11:7). The strength of Hebrews 11 is its list of people known for their faith—all 
of whom were real, living people. Third, Peter utilizes the flood account: to describe God’s 
patience—“… when once the Divine long-suffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water” (1 Peter 
3:20); to illustrate the destruction of the ungodly—“And [God] did not spare the ancient world, 
but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the 
world of the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:5); and to prove God’s ability to destroy the world—“For this 
they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded 
with water” (2 Peter 3:5-6). The New Testament indicates that the flood was a reality rooted 
in fact. Yes, the Bible is inspired by God. 

2 – Should Genesis 6-9 be interpreted figuratively? Even though the Bible is 
inspired by God, it does not prove that everything contained within its pages is to be taken 
literally. In fact, some things should be taken figuratively (e.g. the book of Revelation). When 
discussing hermeneutics (the science of interpretation), there are a few basic principles 
that help us distinguish between literal and figurative. D. R. Dungan in his classic textbook, 
Hermeneutics, suggests eight rules to use for determining if a passage of Scripture is figu-
rative (Dungan 195-203):

Rule 1: The sense of the context will indicate it. 
Rule 2: When the literal meaning of a word or sentence involves an impossibility.  
Rule 3: If the literal makes a contradiction  
Rule 4: When the Scriptures are made to demand that which is wrong.  
Rule 5: When it is said to be figurative. 
Rule 6: When the definite is put for the indefinite number. 
Rule 7: When it is said in mockery. 
Rule 8: By use of common sense. 

Though we cannot go into great depths to apply these rules verse-by-verse, we can 
take a general survey of the text and apply these rules for a competent answer. (1) There is 
nothing in the sense of the context that demands a figurative reading. (2) The literal meaning 
does pose any impossibilities. Granted, there will never again be a global, cataclysmic flood 
(see God’s promise, Genesis 9:9-16), but the reality of it being a current/future impossibility 
does not mean it was impossible for it to have happened in the past. (3) The literal meaning 
creates no logical or scientific contradictions. (4) These passages do not demand any wrong 
to be done. God’s destruction of the wicked is justified when considering mankind’s unre-
pentant attitude for 120 years (cf. Genesis 6:1-5). For a deeper look at God’s justice in the 
Flood, see In Defense of … The Genesis Flood, [Part 1] from apologeticspress.org. (5) No 
passage explicitly claims the flood to be figurative. The New Testament symbolically links 
baptism with the flood (1 Peter 3:18-21), but nowhere is it claimed that the flood account is 
figurative. (6) There is nothing to demand that the numbers used in Genesis 6-9 are repre-
sentative of some indefinite numbers/value. (7) The text is spoken plainly, and does not imply 
mockery. (8) Though these chapters contain very uncommon events, the use of our common 
sense will not lead us to a figurative interpretation … unless our presuppositions poison our  
common sense. The conclusion? No, Genesis 6-9 should not be interpreted figuratively.
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3 – Can the flood account be part his-
tory and part myth? Walter Brueggemann, 
author of Genesis of the Interpretation: A Bible 
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, 
presents a unique perspective of the flood. 
He freely admits, “This story [of the flood] is 
not concerned with the historical data but with 
the strange things which happen in the heart 
of God that decisively affect God’s creation” 
(74). Yet, his next sentence states, “With equal 
firmness, we must deny that this is a ‘myth’ 
expressed in Israel just as it is in every other 
ancient culture” (74). While this seems like a 
bizarre contradiction, Brueggemann actually 
represents a type of “scholarship” that seeks 
to harmonize the meaning of the Bible’s 
stories with its alleged embellishments (as 
perceived by these scholars). This approach 
is commonly referred to as “literary criticism,” 
and stems from a humanistic mindset. Their 
ideology is that the “Bible becomes the word 
of God when He chooses to use this imperfect 
method to communicate with man” (Kenyon 
2). This approach to Scripture as it relates to 
the Flood would then mean that the principles 
of the story are true, but the facts are not nec-
essarily true. Such an approach undermines 
God’s authority as supreme author and denies 
His Power to create and destroy. Thus, we 
cannot accept that the flood account can by 
part history and part myth. 

In conclusion, the flood is not just a myth. 
It is a part of human history. It teaches basic 
principles such as: sin will be destroyed, the 
righteous will be saved, salvation is of God, 
and no one is exempt from God’s Rule. The 
reality of the flood can also provide stunning 
insight in reference to the geological makeup 
of our planet. If the Bible is truly God’s Word, 
and if we correctly interpret that Word, then 
we must accept what God says. To deny it 
would be to deny truth. “Sanctify them by Your 
truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). s
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Lovers of God are very disturbed when listening to the evening news or reading the 
headlines. Evil seemingly is all around and growing worse by the day. One man who stands 
as an example for remaining true to God in troubled times is Noah.

Pay Attention to God’s Warnings
Some seem to view God as a vindictive being looking for ways to make people suffer. A 

careful study of scripture leads to a far different conclusion. God has always given ample 
warning of His intent. People of faith, like Noah, pay close attention to those warnings. The 
writer of the epistle to the Hebrews described Noah as a man of faith (Hebrews 11:7).

His actions are remarkable because in more than a thousand years of the earth’s existence, 
there had been no flood of this magnitude. There is not even a Biblical record of any rain 
falling. God watered the earth with a mist that came up from the ground, showing Noah’s 
actions define faith. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

God used the flood to destroy the earth because of the ungodly actions of mankind  
(2 Peter 2:5). They had marriage problems, arising from marriages based solely on beauty, 
heart problems, and were very violent (Genesis 6:2, 5, 11). Today’s headlines confirm that we 
struggle with those same sins today. We, too, have been warned by God (Matthew 24:36-39). 
People scorned God’s will in Noah’s day, and they still do today (2 Peter 3:3-4).

Move with Awesome Respect for the Creator
Noah did everything God commanded him to do (Genesis 6:22). His actions resulted in 

salvation for his entire family (Genesis 7:1). His faithful example is described by the inspired 
penman. “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house” (Hebrews 11:7a).

God has warned us that the world is coming to an end. Our goal should be to tell our 
families so they can be saved (2 Peter 3:9-12; Titus 2:11-15). Those who live always watchful 
for the Lord’s coming have a promise of a crown of righteousness which will be given to them 
by the Lord (Matthew 25:13; 2 Timothy 4:8).

Show the World the Right Way to Live
The description of Noah’s faithful building of an ark in Hebrews is immediately followed 

with, “by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is 
according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7b). This faithful man showed it was possible to live in the 
right way. People of the world could not excuse their actions by saying it was impossible to 
please the Almighty. Noah showed the world that the way to please God was simply to do 
as He commanded.

Noah preached right living even while he 
was building the ark (2 Peter 2:5). Peter told 
his readers that the disobedient of Noah’s day 
heard a preacher inspired by the Spirit. Their 
disobedience led to their destruction in water, 
ultimately landing their spirits in the prison of 
torments. The very water that destroyed them 
floated the ark, saving Noah and his family. 
That water served as the line of demarcation 
(1 Peter 3:18-20).

Water still marks the dividing line between 
faithful obedience and unrighteousness. 
“There is also an antitype which now saves 
us—baptism (not the removal of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God), through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). Baptism is an 
appeal to God to save us on the basis of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Those who submit to baptism are not acting 
on their own behalf to remove dirt from the 
body. They are submitting to God and begging 
Him to cleanse them through the gift of His 
Son’s blood.

We Must Exhibit Noah’s  
Faith Today

Our world is rocked by violence and wicked 
acts, just like it was in the days of Noah. That 
great man of faith lived his life paying careful 
attention to God’s warnings. The awe in which 
he held the Creator caused him to build an 
ark, not even knowing how he would get it 
to water. His righteous life demonstrated the 
way to please God and condemned those who 
refused to obey. May we exhibit Noah’s faith 
today. s

NOAH’S FAITH TODAY
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In the day of Noah, the Lord tells us there was a dramatic contrast in His creation. Noah 
“found grace in the eyes of the Lord … Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his genera-
tion. Noah’s life was in contrast to the world around him whose thoughts were evil continually.”

Noah was righteous; Noah walked with God (Genesis 6:8-9). Scripture does not lead us to 
believe that he was perfect, but his life reflected God and was therefore blameless. In Genesis 
6:22 we note that Noah “did all that God commanded him.” In other words, he obeyed.

Obedience. A difficult concept for many to grasp and understand, for with obedience 
comes the principle of submission to the one whose directions are being followed. Humans 
tend to cringe at the thought of submission to anyone. I believe that is why so many people 
struggle with the fact Noah obeyed God completely. The Biblical record of the flood has come 
under constant attacks to try and discredit the event in its entirety. Those who pursue this 
agenda believe that if they can disprove the flood, they can eliminate the idea of God as the 
Designer and Creator.

The attacks seek to appeal to man’s belief that reasons for our obedience must be com-
pletely understood by us and/or make sense. Mankind’s problem has been, and will continue 
to be, our belief that we know best or we are wiser than God. For instance:

It did not make sense for Noah to build an ark, especially as large (building a structure 
that was 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high) as he did with no body of water 

CHUCK DAVIS

NOAH’S OBEDIENCE TO GOD
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“ Thus Noah did; according to all 

that God had commanded him, 

so he did.” – Genesis 6:22



in the area to launch it. The scriptures tell 
us he did. It did not make sense for Noah to 
begin building an ark when he was over 500 
years old, especially considering it would take 
120 years to complete. The scriptures tell us  
he did.

It did not make sense for Noah to undertake 
an endeavor for which he would suffer vast 
ridicule, potential threats, and violence. The 
earth was corrupt and filled with violence and 
injustice. Evil was so bad that “every imagina-
tion of the thoughts of his (man’s) heart was 
only evil continually.” The corruption of man 
was so bad that “it repented Jehovah that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart.” Evil, which is Satan born, 
has a singular desire; destroy mankind’s rela-
tionship with God through disobedience! Noah 
realized it was more important to listen to God 
than to his own understanding. The proof of 
Noah’s complete obedience to God is found, 
not only in scriptures that directly speak to it, 
but in examples provided to us in instances 
where individuals did not obey God.

In Leviticus 10, we are told, ““Then Nadab 
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 
censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, 
and offered profane (strange) fire before the 
Lord, which he had not commanded them. 
So fire went out from the Lord and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord” (Levit-
icus 10:1-2). The KJV says “strange fire.” It 
was “profane” or “strange fire” because that 
fire was not authorized. Various commentar-
ies have speculated about what made the fire 
“strange.” It doesn’t matter! It was NOT what 
the Lord commanded, and Aaron’s sons paid 
with their life.

Just as God had in the days of Moses, 
Christ provides us the ingredients for proper 
worship to God: Spirit and Truth (John 4:24). 
Anything else is an abomination before the 
Lord and will NOT be accepted. Israel, setting 
out on their journey from the Wilderness of 
Sin (Exodus 17:1-2), needed water to sur-
vive. Moses petitioned God for relief, and the 
Lord told him to strike the rock before him and 
water will come out for the people to drink. 
Moses did as he was told, and the water did 
come gushing forward. In Numbers 20, the 
Israelites again find themselves without water. 
This time the Lord told Moses that he should, 
“speak to the rock …” and water shall be 
brought forth. Moses did not follow the Lord’s 
commands (he struck the rock), and the Lord 
reprimanded him by saying, “Because ye 
believed not in me, to sanctify me in the eyes 
of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall 

not bring this assembly into the land which 
I have given them.” Moses was prevented 
from entering into Canaan, even though he 
did exactly what the Lord had commanded of 
him previously to bring forth water. Following 
God’s commands exactly are the only way to 
be pleasing to the Lord. Unfortunately, we 
often believe we know what the right thing 
to do is. Proverbs 14:12 teaches, “There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man …” We 
believe we know what is right, what is best. 
However, the end of this scriptures states, “… 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

Moses and Aaron’s failure was two-fold. In 
scolding the people, they asked if they (Moses 
and Aaron) had to bring forth water. They did 
not give God the credit as they should have. 
Secondly, they did not do what God com-
manded. If Moses had done it God’s way, 
merely speaking to a rock, the water would 
have flowed just the same. Partial obedience 
is not obedience.

Disobedience, regardless how “well-inten-
tioned” the action is, is not an acceptable. 
King David and others moved the Ark of the 
Covenant in a way that God had not authorized 
(he moved it on a cart – not on the shoul-
ders of the Levites, as God had authorized, 
1 Chronicles 15:1-15; 13:1-14; 2 Samuel 
6:1-11). Uzzah simply reached up to steady 
the ark because the oxen had stumbled and 
Jehovah smote him for his sin. Because the 
affair involved an unauthorized way of moving 
the ark, and because an unauthorized man 
touched it, he was destroyed by God. The 
matter of authority is crucial!

Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree 
(Genesis 1:16-17; 3:6). Lot’s wife looked 
back to the city of Sodom (Genesis 19:17, 
26). Ananias and Sapphira lied to God (Acts 
5:1-11). All had excuses for not obeying God 
and all excuses were rejected.

There are many other examples of disobe-
dience before God, and in EVERY case, there 
were consequences to be paid. Consider the 
following: Sin in our life, disobedience clearly 
forbidden in the Bible (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10; Romans 1:18-32; Colos-
sians 3:5-9, etc.) will lead to the highest 
priced consequence: eternal separation from 
Jehovah God in the fires of Hell.

Our confidence in the fact Noah obeyed 
all that God commanded of him is found in 
the love shown and the blessing prescribed 
to Noah by our God: Genesis 9:1 – “And God 
blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth.”
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Genesis 8:20-21 – “And Noah builded an 
altar unto Jehovah, and took of every clean 
beast, and of every clean bird, and offered 
burnt-offerings on the altar. And Jehovah 
smelled the sweet savor; and Jehovah said in 
his heart, I will not again curse the ground any 
more for man’s sake, for that the imagination 
of man’s heart is evil from his youth; neither 
will I again smite any more everything living, 
as I have done.”

Genesis 9:8-9 – “And God spake unto 
Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, 
behold, I establish my covenant with you, and 
with your seed after you; Gen. 9:12 – And God 
said, This is the token of the covenant which 
I make between me and you.”

Hebrews 11:7 – “By faith Noah, being 
warned of God concerning things not seen as 
yet, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark 
to the saving of his house; through which he 
condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith.”

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord 
before the flood by obeying the Lord. It allowed 
him to save himself and his family. Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord after the flood 
because he was obedient to God even when 
the evidence told him it didn’t make sense. 
Noah and his family were rewarded for their 
faithfulness. They were given a new earth, 
a purified earth. It was theirs to foster. My 
father always told me something, which has 
continued to stick with me to this day: “If God 
has said it, don’t argue about it, just obey it.” 
Wouldn’t our world be a much better place 
if all people would follow that advice? Gary 
Summers summed up the story of Noah in a 
very eloquent fashion when he stated:

“One person can be spiritually 
strong; one individual can be stead-
fast and unmovable (1 Corinthians 
15:58). It only takes one person with 
deep trust and commitment to make 
a difference in this world. One’s first 
priority must be to save oneself; the 
next one is to save one’s family. The 
third is to influence positively the en-
tire world—not through force, which 
is the only means some understand, 
but through the power of godly 
speech, godly behavior, and godly 
living. What more fitting epitaph to 
a faithful life could there be than: 
‘As God commanded, so he (or she) 
did.’” Amen. s  



DEAN MEADOWS

HOW DOES THE 
FLOOD IMPACT  
ME TODAY? 
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The flood recorded in the Bible is ancient history. Therefore, to the 
common person, it may seem ridiculous to ask the question, “How does 
the flood impact me today?” This is a more important question given the 
fact that God has promised never to flood the earth again. What value 
is there from the flood that can help shape our view of God, the world, 
and ourselves?

1.  Noah believed an objective  
truth resided in God
The text states that Noah was a righteous and blameless man and 

believed truth stemmed from the nature of God. Unfortunately, no one 
around Noah (except his family) believed in an objective moral code. 
The text states that every inclination of man’s heart was set on evil 



continually (Genesis 6:5). A necessary infer-
ence indicates that the people during Noah’s 
time believed they could do whatever they 
wanted—regardless of the consequence, 
and did not believe in an ultimate right or 
wrong. Given Noah’s dedication to God, he 
understood morality differently; that there was 
a supreme law and lawgiver. 

The ethical codes of modern western 
society fall along the same lines as those 
during the time of Noah. There are people 
who believe that life has no ultimate mean-
ing;1 others who believe every action is simply 
relative to the person or people involved;2 and 
still others who believe that blind natural pro-
cesses have ingrained within us our morality.3 
Each of these ethical codes denies the exis-
tence of an objective moral truth.4 Therefore, 
humankind is left to the vices and passions of 
the flesh; immoral actions like drunkenness, 
murder, and rape may be deemed unfashion-
able, but aren’t really wrong. Besides, why 
would they be? A lion kills a baby buffalo, it 
kills the baby buffalo, but it doesn’t murder 
a baby buffalo; why would that standard not 
apply to mankind, on this speck of dust called 
earth? With no objective standard of right and 
wrong, then right and wrong continue to shift 
with the whims of society.

Thankfully, objective right and wrong 
exists by which all humankind recognizes 
with their words and actions. As members 
of God’s family, like Noah, we have an obli-
gation to recognize, follow, and proclaim that 
standard to all. 

2.  Noah proclaimed even 
when no one would listen
As a minister, the toughest experience 

I’ve ever had is proclaiming the message of 
God, and it seems like the people you’re most 
trying to reach are the most turned off to the 
message. It is agonizing, painful, and discour-
aging to see people you love spiritually idle. 
The circumstances of Noah were not ideal. 
He had to preach a message of repentance 
and impending judgement; a judgement that, 
to the hearer, seemed impossible. No doubt 
the message was unpopular, but Noah was 
a preacher of righteousness. No matter what 
circumstance or situation he found himself in, 
God’s mission and message were a priority. 

In the same way, the times we have on this 
earth is precious. Souls are still in jeopardy, 
and the message of repentance and judg-
ment are still to be proclaimed by the House 
of God, the Church. As one who is guilty of 
the charge, far too often we say to ourselves, 

“I’ll talk to that person when the time is right.” 
What do we mean by this? Do we mean, once 
we find the most comfortable, least awkward, 
one-on-one situation with person x, that is 
the only time we will seek to evangelize? No 
matter how hard we try, it could be that there 
will never be an ideal or comfortable situation 
that arise to reach person x. Noah knew this 
… we must rediscover it. 

In the time we live, society is extra-sensi-
tive to the ideas of absolute right and wrong, 
Lordship of Jesus, and places a premium on 
“not judging.” At the same time, there are 
those in our midst who desperately desire 
for something more than this world has to 
offer. Like Noah, it should be the Lord’s 
people who step up and proclaim, not worry-
ing about rejection and mocking.  I’ve often 
wondered myself, how many people though 
Noah was fool for talking about a “flood” when 
there hadn’t been anything like rain recorded 
to have existed? How much mocking did 
he incur? What was the toll on his wife and 
kids? Yet reflecting on the fact that Noah still 
preached can only mean that He was so rad-
ically in love with God, none of that mattered. 

3.  Noah knew God was  
serious about judgment
Judgment is a tricky thing in the world 

today. No longer is it acceptable to look at 
any given statement or action and say, “You 
are wrong for committing that action” unless 
that action has been surveyed and accepted 
by the court of popular opinion. For instance, 
the idea of Jesus being the way and the God 
of the Bible being the God, or the existence of 
Hell being a real place, where real people go, 
is grotesque and unacceptable in the modern 
culture. 

Despite what the culture may think, given 
the reliability of the New Testament, the 
teachings of Jesus, the existence of God, 
and many other passages; Hell is real, and 
wide is the road that leads to it. Noah knew 
God was serious about the impending flood 
that would kill all but 8 people and an ark full 
of animals. The question is are we? While the 
Bible doesn’t specifically record the reactions 
of Noah and his family, I wonder what they 
were? Were they shocked, awed, saddened? 
And what about the reactions of the people 
who drowned? What were their thoughts after 
having heard the message for, who knows 
how many years? Can you imagine the pain 
and the agony on the people’s faces, knowing 
that they had an opportunity to respond to 
salvations call, yet didn’t. 

What is our emotional reaction to people 
who either don’t know God or choose to walk 
away from Him? Do we pass with the mentality 
of “well that is their problem not mine.” Do we 
weep over them? Pray over them? Have we 
thought about the day in which every knee 
shall bow and in a moment, in the blink of 
an eye, some will be changed to experience 
everlasting glory, while others will be relegated 
to an eternity of pain, suffering, and separation 
from God? Have we meditated on the fact that 
these will some of our own mothers, fathers, 
sons, daughters, aunts, uncles, co-workers, 
classmates, school teachers, church member, 
best friends. If we don’t take God’s righteous 
judgment seriously, neither will the people 
who are destined for it. 

4.  Noah found salvation  
in God
I heard a friend of mine say one time, 

“who knew that salvation could ever have 
been found in a boat ride.” I’d like to think 
that while Noah and his family were impacted 
by the flood and the death of people, they were 
overjoyed to be on the ark. God had promised 
Noah salvation and followed through on that 
promise. This should be a vivid reminder for 
those in Christ that the taste of an eternal rest 
will be ever so sweet. To be with all the saints 
of times past, where there will be no tears of 
sorrow, where there will be no experience of 
pain, where worship won’t end on Sunday, 
and fellowship will last forever! What an eter-
nity that will be! God is faithful to His promises! 

While the flood took place many millen-
nia ago, the lessons from the flood, upon 
reflection, have much to offer our own spir-
itual walk. The flood helps us recognize that 
objective truth exists; the flood helps us when 
we feel weak towards evangelism; the flood 
reminds us that God will judge the world; the 
flood reminds us that Salvation is found only in 
God. If we take these lessons from the ancient 
account, mediate on them and apply them to 
our lives, we not only pay homage to Noah, 
we’ll strengthen our relationship with God. s

1 Nihilist. 
2 Relativists.
3 Evolutionary Ethics.
4  Objective Moral truth mean that there exists a stan-

dard that is independent and binding on all people 
whether they believe it or know it. 

HOW DOES THE 
FLOOD IMPACT  
ME TODAY? 
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To the tune of Old McDonald, multiple 
generations of children have sung those 
words in Bible classes, in home devotionals, 
at VBS, etc. It is a great “children’s song” 
because the first two phrases of each verse 
of that song teach and impress upon young, 
tender hearts the importance of obedience 
to God.  And I am encouraged to know that 
the song is still taught to children. However, 
children are not the only ones who need to be 
impressed with Noah’s example of obedience.

Let us take a brief look at some of the 
things revealed about Noah, in the Holy 
Scriptures.

Noah’s Acclaim
For many years, in Bible classes and as a 

minister of the Gospel, I have often referred 
to Noah as one of my Bible heroes. There 
are highly complimentary things stated in the 
Holy Scriptures, about Noah that prompt me 
to hold him in such high esteem. Consider:

1) Soon after the Biblical introductory infor-
mation about Noah in Genesis 5, we are told 
that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord 
(Gen. 6:8). 

2) The next sentence, in Genesis 6:9, 
confirms that Noah was a just man (i.e., a 
righteous man), and that he was “perfect” in 
his generations, meaning that he had a good 
reputation and was blameless among his 
contemporaries. 

3) Also, Noah is described as one who 
walked with God (Genesis 6:9), attributing to 
him the same godly behavior that character-
ized Enoch, his great-grandfather (Genesis 
5:22, 24).

4) In his second epistle, the apostle Peter 
called Noah “a preacher of righteousness”  
(2 Peter 2:5). Noah’s reverent manner of life 
and obedience to God preached loudly to all 
those about him.

Noah’s World
The story of Noah took place in a world 

very different from ours. The world he lived 
in had no electricity, power tools, or smart 
phones. They dwelled in tents and dressed 
quite differently from our modern fashion. Yet, 
their culture was very similar to ours in one 
significant sense. Noah’s world, like the one 
we live in, was filled with evil. 

“Good old Noah built an ark,  
                  like God told him to! 
           And on that ark …”

NOAH:



Note the following descriptions of world conditions in the time before the Biblical flood, 
that caused Jehovah to “destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; 
and every thing that is in the earth” (Genesis 6:17).

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that 
he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart” (Genesis 6:5-6).

“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God 
looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth” (Genesis 6:11-12).

Corruption and violence abounded, and man became so wicked that it grieved the Lord. 
And these descriptions of the antediluvian people imply the abandonment of all godly restraints 
and the pursuit of selfish desires—not unlike the conditions and things we see happening 
in our world today. Similarly, people today, under the sway of relativism and humanism, are 
making up their own rules, and, rather than obeying God, they are doing what is right in their 
own eyes.

Noah’s Obedience
In the Biblical account of the conditions in which Noah lived, there is a conjunction of 

contrast:
After the Lord pronounced that he would destroy man from the face of the earth, because 

of man’s wickedness, the Bible says, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 
6:8), the conjunction “but” putting Noah in contrast to the evil world. 

The Lord told Noah His intention to bring judgment upon all the earth, but God told him 
that he and his family would be spared in the coming destruction. And God instructed Noah 
to build an ark, with specific instructions about the material to use, the dimensions of the ark, 
the number of stories, instruction about the door and a window in the top thereof. God also 
gave instructions about the animals that were to be brought into the ark, along with the food 
that would be needed by Noah’s family, and the animals (Genesis 6:14-7:3).  

At that point, the Bible records a great tribute to Noah: “Thus did Noah; according to all that 
God commanded him, so did he” (Genesis 6:22). And that tribute to Noah is repeated five sen-
tences later: “And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him” (Genesis 7:5).

Thousands of years later, the writer of the letter to the Hebrews recorded numerous 
examples of people who had demonstrated great faith in their lives. In that long list of heroes 
of faith, there is this marvelous statement:

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith” (Hebrews 11:7).

The building of the ark that saved Noah was an accomplishment made possible “by faith.” 
The words of Hebrews 11:7 are recorded not for those who lived in Noah’s day, but for us. 
Why did the Holy Spirit, in the New Testament Scriptures, call our attention way back to Noah 
and the other faithful men and women of long ago?

The characteristics of the faith that saved Noah are the same as what our faith needs to 
have today. Their faith was not “faith alone” but an obedient faith. None of the many examples 
of faith listed in Hebrews 11 were examples of faith alone. None of them!

To Noah, what God said was going to happen was real, though as yet unseen. Noah 
had the faith to accept as real a future happening that had never happened before! Why did 
he believe something was going to happen that had never happened before? Did he have 
“evidence” that it would? Yes, the “evidence” was in his faith.  

As the inspired scriptures proclaim, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Noah served the true and living God and the 

creator of all things. When God told Noah of 
His decision, it became fact to Noah. Noah 
believed it based upon who he knew God  
to be.

Because Noah believed God, he built an 
ark. I can imagine what went on with his 
neighbors, laughing and ridiculing Noah, as 
he was out there building the ark. But the 
Lord commanded Noah to build an ark. And 
by faith, he spent over a hundred years build-
ing the ark. He spent those years preparing 
for that which God said would happen. That 
is faith. Faith responds in obedience to God’s 
word. And the Bible is replete with teaching 
about the necessity of obedient faith (Matthew 
7:21; Hebrews 5:8-9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-
10, et al).

Concluding Thoughts
In a world that is characterized by a grow-

ing disregard for God and His Word, those 
of us who strive to live righteously are in the 
minority—but certainly no more so than was 
Noah and his family. Let his steadfast faith and 
courageous obedience inspire us to believe 
God and do according to all that he commands 
us! (Genesis 6:22).

Jesus used the life of Noah as an example 
of what it will be like when the Son of Man 
returns to judge all nations. 

“But of that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only.

But as the days of Noah were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.

For as in the days that were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, mar-
rying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark,

And knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.”

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come.”

– Matthew 24:37-39, 42.

The judgment is coming, and, although it 
is a bit trite, “remember that it was not raining 
when Noah built the ark.” s
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Mechelle Bishop
Sanctified for Life

Becoming Full
Food is salty, sweet, sour, bland, juicy, dry, etc. It fills us, it com-

forts us, it tempts us, it sometimes makes us miserable. Food is 

everywhere. It’s in our homes, in the office, in the church building, 

in the mall. It is advertised on billboards and on television. Even on 

certain programs, people are shown eating food. Is it any wonder our 

lives revolve around when it’s time to eat again?

Jesus’ disciples were no different. They were concerned with 

sending the people to nearby towns so that they could find something 

to eat, in the feeding of the 5000 (Mark 6:32-44). The scriptures do 

not say, however, the people were hungry! The disciples may have 

been assuming since they had been with Jesus most of the day, they 

needed food. What they did not realize, is Jesus was their food for 

the time. He was their spiritual food. Chances are good they needed 

to eat. But, their desire to be with Jesus was bigger than their desire 

to eat.

Again, in John 4, the disciples misunderstood fleshly desires are 

trumped by spiritual desires. To their benefit, they knew Jesus needed 

refreshment so they went to the city and bought meat. But, when they 

had returned, Jesus no longer needed meat. Instead, after He had 

spent time with the Samaritan woman, teaching her, He said, “I have 

food to eat that you do not know about. My food is to do the will of 

Him who sent me and to accomplish His work” The joy that comes 

from teaching others the gospel far outweighs any physical desire.  

Perhaps many lessons have been heard concerning the manna 

and quail that were provided by God to the Israelites, as they wan-

dered in the wilderness for 40 years. Manna fell in the morning and 

melted in the heat of the day. The Israelites were told to gather as 

much manna as they would need for their families. No one had too 

little. No one had too much. Quail fell in the evening (Exodus 16:13-

16).  Does that mean they ate 3 meals/day?

Of course, every living creature needs sustenance. Man cannot live 

without it. When God created the world, He gave every plant and tree 

bearing fruit to man and animals for food. (Genesis 1:29-30) Later, in 

Genesis 9, He told Noah every moving thing that was alive he could 

use for food as well as the green plant. Hence, God knows our need 

for food. He also knows our need to be filled spiritually.

Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus to be careful how you walk; 

to be wise and make the most of your time; to know what the will of 

the Lord is; to not get drunk, but to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 

5:15-18). Matthew Henry, in his commentary, says, “The meaning 

of the exhortation is that man should labor for a plentiful measure 

of the graces of the Spirit, that would fill their souls with great joy, 

strength, and courage, which things sensual men expect their wine 

should inspire them with.” He later adds, “we ought not be satisfied 

with a little of the Spirit, but to be aspiring after measures, so as to 

be filled with the Spirit.” 

Food is the only thing that fills our stomachs when we get hungry. 

It gives us energy to continue working for the Lord. So, if you are 

hungry, eat! But, if you’re busy doing the Lord’s work, serving, teach-

ing, or praying and you miss a meal, don’t fret about it. You are being 

filled spiritually. s



What is the most impactful commercial you have ever seen? As 
I reflected upon the question, two candidates immediately emerged 
in my mind as #1 and #1A. Let me start with #1A. It was October 1, 
1979, when Coca-Cola struck cinematic magic by pitting “Mean Joe 
Green,” the menacing defensive tackle for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
against a shy, awe-struck kid by the name of Tommy Okon. The 
camera zoomed in on “Mean Joe” following a football game as he 
painfully hobbled in the tunnel toward the locker room. Little Tommy 
cautiously but bravely approached “Mean Joe” and offered him his 
Coke. “Mean Joe” grabbed the Coke, guzzled the contents and turned 
away, hobbling toward the locker room. Little Tommy, crest-fallen, 
slowly turned away and headed in the opposite direction. And that’s 
when the magic happened! “Mean Joe Green,” a mammoth of a 
man, stopped, turned toward Tommy, smiled, threw him his jersey, 
and said those now famous words, “Hey Kid, catch!” And at that 
moment, commercial immortality was cemented for both of them!  
But as good and as impactful as that commercial was, I have one 
that supersedes it!

About 25 years ago, South Central Bell was a thriving part of Amer-
ica’s telecommunications network. And while the South Central Bell 
company name may not be familiar to a lot of people, the commercial 
that former legendary Alabama Coach Paul “Bear Bryant” did for them 
still touches hearts and lives of those who were blessed 
to see/hear his message. It is especially true for Mother’s Day, 

but the message has application for every day of the year as well. 
Here are the words that Coach Bryant shared ,which is my #1 most 
impactful commercial:

One of the first things we tell our players is to keep in touch with 
their families. And when our freshmen first arrive, we ask them to 
write a postcard home right then. You know, we keep them pretty 
busy, but they always have time to pick up the phone and call. 

And it’s really important to keep in touch. Have you called 
your mama today? I sure wish I could call mine. 

Those words, uttered several years ago, still have a distinc-
tive “ring” today. But the most impressive thing about those 
powerful words is that Coach Bryant went off-script for the 
final line of his presentation! He revealed his personal love 
and admiration for his own mother and the longing to speak 

with her just one more time by adding the line, “I sure 
wish I could call mine.” 

Yes, there may be other commercials that you deem more 
impactful but I am sure you will have to agree that this one 

certainly ranks in the top 1%!

So, “Have you called your Momma today?” And what does 
it mean to call her? It certainly has to mean more than a quick 

telephone call, right? What about these possibilities:
•  Call her by being responsible, respectful, and reasonable
•  Call her by honoring God and dignifying your family name
• Call her by giving, caring, and helping others
•  Call her by making her smile when she sees you/hears  

your voice
• Call her by “Walking your Talk’
• Call her by “Giving her flowers while she can smell them”
• Call her by honoring her love and legacy in your heart & life
Our mothers are special gifts from God. The Proverb writer 

reminds us of this sacred trust in Proverbs 1: 8-9, “Hear, my son, your 
father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching; 
Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head and ornaments about 
your neck.” (emph. added, NAS) Also, Proverbs 6: 20-21, “My son, 
observe the commandment of your father and do not forsake the 
teaching of your mother; bind them continually on your heart; tie 
them around your neck” (emph. added).

My Mother recently celebrated her 86th birthday. She is vibrant, 
full of life, and is the most effective soul-winner I know! She loves 
Jesus and made it a point to sow His love into my heart as well. And 
yes, I make it a point to call my Mama every opportunity that I have!  
So whether we have the privilege of celebrating Mother’s Day (in 
person or via memory), or, if we just want to give our Momma’s flow-
ers while they can smell them, we certainly can do something about it!

I am so grateful to have seen and heard a commercial so many 
years ago that still impacts my life today. Now, if you will excuse me, 
I have a call to make …
Bon appétit!
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Billy R. Davis, Ph.D. USAF Ret.
Soul Food

HAVE YOU 
CALLED  
YOUR MAMA 
TODAY?
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